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after the name, 


various notices have, been collected under different heads, which are printed in italics, 
in italics, and the number of the newspaper. in: the list at. the 


the Mahomedan Community in Bombay to Her Majes 


3 ve ts? 


The Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 1st October, in noticing the ‘‘ Memorial of 
r] the Queen,” observes 
that Lord Northbrook, the late Viceroy of India, and Sir Stafford Northcote 
have asserted in their recent speeches, that in whatever way the present war in 


Turkey terminates, there is no need of being anxious regarding the feelings of 


the Mahomedans of India on the subject. This opinion of these great statesmen 
is not altogether incorrect; but it is not also entirely correct. The Sultan of 
Turkey being the spiritual head of the Mahomedan world, and Turkey being 
the greatest Mahomedan power in existence, its fate in the present crisis must 
be a subject of extreme anxiety to the Mahomedans of India, who naturall 
must feel very great sorrow if the present struggle terminates in the downfall 
of the Turkish empire. The Native Opinion, however, cannot believe that this 
sympathy of the Indian Mahomedans in Turkey can be anything but passive. 
he recent meeting of the Mahomedans of Bombay, held in the Jumé Musjid, 
to adopt a memorial to Her Majesty the Queen, to continue her friendly 
alliance with Turkey, is referred to by the writer in the Native Opinion in sup- 
port of his view of the matter. | 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 2nd October devotes a long article to the 
notice of the above-mentioned meeting of the Mahomedans of Bombay and of 
the memorial adopted by that assembly. It observes that Lord Northbrook, 
our late Viceroy, is said to have been asked a question in a public meeting in 
England, as to whether the Indian Musalmans take any interest in the present 


war between Turkey and Servia, and whether they are quite satisfied with the 


policy of England towards Turkey. In reply to this question, His Lordship is 
said to have stated, that the Indian Musalmans are thoroughly indifferent about 
the present war in Turkey, and they feel no interest whatever in the struggle 
in question.. But, according to the Dnydn Prakash, this. opinion of the late 
Viceroy of India is altogether incorrect. Her Majesty has under her rule in 
India about four krors, or forty millions, Mahomedan subjects, and they take as 
deep an interest in the present struggle in Turkey as any other sections of her 
subjects in her vast empire. It is extremely difficult for even the most saga- 
cious and clever English statesmen and administrators to be rigae ee 
acquainted with the real sentiments and feelings of the people of India. Thoug 


the Natives of this country do not a the European modes of giving a public. 


expression to their sentiments and feelings on a given subject, such as holding 
large public meetings, or delivering stirring speeches in great assemblies, or 
writing strong articles in the newspapers, yet they cannot be said, with truth, 
to entertain no strong feelings and opinions on any question. Nothing can be 
more erroneous than the above inference. An absence of the habit on their 
part of making a noisy demonstration of their feelings, should not be consi- 
dered as proof of their not entertaining such feelings. They often feel very 
strongly, but silently. The recent meeting of the Mahomedans of Bombay 
is a proof of the truth of the above views. England and Turkey are old 
friends; but the English people have suddenly changed their mind, and are 
urging their Government to break its alliance with Turkey. As soon as this 
change was perceived by the Musalmans of this country, they became very 
uneasy ; and on the 24th of the last month they assembled a very ad cept 
in the Jum4 Musjid of Bombay, to adopt a petition to Her Majesty the 


Queen to continue the friendly relations with Turkey. The meeting was very 


important. It was very largely attended, and represented all the sections 


of the Mahomedan community. The writer then refers to the memorial adopted 


in the meeting, and approves its matter and manner. The petitioners expre 
their utter abhorrence at the abominable cruelties alleged to have been perpe 
trated in Bulgaria by the Mahomedan Badmdashes on the Christian popula 
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of that province ; but they respectfully observe that as these atrocities were 
never sanctioned or instigated by the Government of Turkey, they cannot 
supply a just plea to break off the old friendly alliance with that Government. 
The writer also refers to and reproduces some other remarks from the Memo- 
rial. (The Arunodaya (7) of the 1st October also notices this meeting and the 
memorial, and expresses similar views on them). ioe + 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Mddha, says that not a drop of 
rain has as yet fallen i the rainy season has nearly approached its end. 
- We used to hear of a dreadful famine in other parts of the country, but we are 
now soon to experience its horrors ourselves. ‘The poor cattle have no food, nor 
. water to drink, They are’dying in numbers. About 3,200 ryots are subsisting 
a on the relief works. Government will have to support them for some months. 
= Tt will have to provide them with water also. The writer is glad to state that 
Pere Mr. Grant, the good Collector of the district, is exerting himself energetically to 
= mitigate the distress of the people. Cases of plunder of grain-stores by the stary- 
Pee ing people are occurring. The grain is getting very dear, and the small quan- 
a tity which comes to the market attracts such a crowd of purchasers that only 
strong persons or persons of influence can succeed in buying a portion of it. 
The same writer pities the distressed condition of the low-paid school masters 
of the district in these days of dearth, or properly speaking of a famine; and 
asks the educational authorities to give these humble but useful servants of the 
State some temporary increase. 


a The Arunodaya (7) of the 1st October also joins some other vernacular 
‘ papers in condemning, in very severe terms, the circular issued by the Superin- 
tendent of the Telegraph Department of Sind, for raising a subscription among 
his European subordinates, to make up the loss sustained by Mr. Pope in a re- 
cent notorious criminal case, in which he stood accused. The Arunodaya refers 
a to the case of Mr. Nagindds, a pleader at: Rajkot, who was deprived of his sanad 
Pe by Mr. Peile, the Political Agent of Kattywar, for signing an eulogistic address 
a. to Sergeant Ballantine, and observes that if Government fails to punish properly 
the contributors of the above-mentioned subscription, which is a direct insult to 
as the law and to the highest authorities, it is needless to say what impression 
a it will produce on the minds of the Natives regarding its impartiality and 
- ' justice. In the opinion of the Arunodaya, the contributors of the Pope subscrip- 
| ) tion deserve dismissal and exclusion from the Government service for their most 
open defiance of law and authority. 


Be The same, in another article, headed “ A Suggestion to Government regard- 
. ding the Famine,” observes that though the rainy season has nearly come to an 
. end no rain has fallen above the ghauts and in the Karnatic provinces, and the 
ryots thereof are reduced to extreme distress for want of food and water. The 
revenue officers of all these afflicted districts are deeply and actively engaged in 
adopting measures for the relief of the sufferers. Then, after giving a brief 
ee summary of the accounts of the distress felt in several districts from different 
‘oa papers, the Arunodaya observes that these sad accounts are sure to be read b 
— Government with pain and pity. Government and its officers are taking the 
an needful and timely measures to mitigate the distress of the ryots, and the 
7. deserve our warmest thanks for their humane exertions and wise foresight. The 
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ae _. Arunodaya thinks, however, that the authorities should do something more than 
ae what is related above. In the districts wherein no rain has fallen Government 
ee ..- can realise no revenue from the ryots thereof. In respect of these districts it 
pees seems a wiser policy to inform the ryotsby a public proclamation, that in con- 
o sequence of the entire failure of rain this year Government is pleased to forego — 

} its assessment and to make proper provision for the relief of the indigent ryots, 

than to make an useless attempt to realise the revenue and then to give it up 
gg impracticable. Government will have to remit the assessment and to provide 
for the relief of the starving people; then why not do the same things in the 
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The Kalpataru (16) of the 1st October praises Réo Séheb Madhawraw 
Janoji, the Subordinate Judge of Shol4pur, for recording the awards of the 
Sholapur Lawfd Court without raising vexatious objections, and contrasts his 
conduct with the hostile bearing evinced to these popular institutions by the 
subordinate judges of Pdtas and Barsi. 


The same contains another article, headed “ What is to Become of Us.” 
Though the happy news of rain having begun to fall in some places has reached 
us, still it does not fall in any needful quantity, and the people despair of 
getting any crops this year. Those who have corn of previous years in their 
possession, do not like to take it out of store. Again, those who wish to sell it, 
are afraid of taking it to Shol4pur. For they are afraid of being plundered on 
the road. Again, allthe dealers of Sholdpur itself buy up all the corn that 
comes to that town, and prevent the ryots from having it. Water also has 
become very scarce in the town. The writer then refers to a case of robbery, 
recently committed at Shol4pur, in which a policeman was very severely beaten 
by the robbers, and observes that the police force now left to protect the town 
is numerically too weak to be efficient. The authorities concerned are requested 
to give their serious attention to this important subject. The writer also states 
that the horse of Mr. Frost, the Second Assistant Collector, while he was at 
Mohol, was stolen by robbers. Mr. Frost himself went forward to attack 
the robbers, but the daring rascals sent a shower of big stones on the gentle- 
man and compelled him to retire towards his tent. 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (17) of the 29th September, but received on the 2nd 
October, referring to the new financial resolution of the Government of India 
materially modifying the one of the 5th August last on the same subject, 
observes that it is very gratifying to see His {Excellency the Viceroy giving 
due attention tothe criticisms of the public press‘on the earlier resolution 
and adopting several of its suggestions. For instance, the Government of 
India has been pleased to admit the necessity and importance of encouraging 
the industries and manufactures of this country, of adopting measures calcu- 
lated to diminish the amount remitted to England from this country, and of 
continuing the remunerative public works by borrowing money in India itself. 
In short, the new ‘resolution appears to the Waibhaw not a mere make-shift to 
et over the present difficulty, but a thoughtful and statesmanlike measure, | 
ictated by a wise foresight and wide grasp of the general condition of the 
country. The writer then gives .a substance of the new resolution in support 
of the praises he has bestowed on its authors. He, in conclusion, contrasts this 
due attention of Lord Lytton to the voice of the public press with the contemp- 
tuous disregard shown to the opinions of the popular organs by the local Govern- 
ments ; for instance, by the Bombay Government when it passed the Bombay 
Salt Act and fother similar measures, and by the Bengal Government to the 
public outcry regarding the notorious Kirkwood case. : 


_ The Daydn Sagar (32) of the 2nd October, in referring to the approaching 
imperial assemblage to be held at Delhi on the next new year’s day, observes, 
in common with other vernacular papers, that these gatherings, which 
inconveniently expensive to several Native Rdjds and Chiefs, are beco 
ing rather too frequent, and that if Government will kindly leave the comp 
ance with its. invitation to the freewill of the princes and chiefs, instead 
making it compulsory, it will confer a great boon on many of these feudatories, 
ially on the smaller ones. The Sdgar also joins its contemporaries in — 
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remarking that the paramount Government will be good and generou 
to commemorate this devent by conferring some such valuable 
the people as they will remember for ever with joy and gratitude. 


_ The Bombay Samédchdr (41) of the 2nd October, after admitting the great 
desirability of the Boiler Inspection Act in the town of Bombay, observes that 
effects produced by the law on this subject and the case between Mr. Moylan 
and Mr. Rastamji Pestanji Billimorid, make it desirable that some appropriate 
changes be made in that law. The greatest defects of the Boiler Inspection 
Act are that the Boiler Inspector is clothed with boundless authority, and that 
he has power to stop the working of the mills and other workshops in which 
Boilers are used, and examine them at any time he likes. The fe Grthe 
mills and other workshops inflicts a heavy loss on their owners as well as on the 
operatives. It is not good to entrust such great powers in the hands of a 
single person. It behoves Government, therefore, to make appropriate changes - 
in the existing law on the subject, and entrust the power of es ag to the. 


hands of a committee of gentlemen, as recommended by the Bombay Chamber 
of Commerce and the Millowner’s Association. | 


The same of the 3rd instant condemns the resolution of the Bombay Govern- 
ment to close the Gujardti medical class in the Grant Medical College, as 
unwise economy. The Samdchdér repeats the observations frequently made 
before by the Native Press, that the Waidyas or practitioners of native medi- - 
cine have gradually disappeared, and there are numerous places where they 
are not to be had. In other places there are some Waidyas, but they are so 
very ignorant that it is better to leave a sick person to be cured by nature than 
to entrust him to the {hands of any one of them, and that they produce more 
harm than good. There are numerous places in the mofussil which are 
sadly in want of proper medical aid. Thousands of the people of the presidency 
suffer from a want of medical aid, and many of them die in its absence. More- 
over, the graduates of the college ask large fees, which the people cannot afford 


to ay For the benefit of these people the Gujar4ti Medical Class was opened ; 
t 


and though the want cannot be fully supplied by this means, yet the provision 
is much better than the complete absence of it. Government ‘has as yet found 
no cause to discard this provision. It has decided to close the class simply on 
account of the necessity which has arisen for lessening the expenses of the 
administration. But the Gujardti Medical Class is not the proper subject to 
exercise economy upon. There exists an indispensable necessity for its main- 


tenance ; and this great necessity ought to dissuade Government from thinking 
of closing it. 


The same contains a communication the writer of which thinks that 
the Gujardti school series is greatly in want of improvement, and asks the 
educational authorities to make the necessary improvements in it at the ear- 
liest opportunity. All the six books of the reading series require changes made 
in them. Mr Foca Grammar is considered too small, and Mr. Taylor’s small 
grammar is recommended. Geography, Part I, is also considered very small, 
and is condemned on account of its not containing mention of recent changes in 
the political divisions. The changes made in this work by Mr. Mahipatrdém 
are considered insufficient. Mr. Hope’s Arithmetic is also considered ‘very 
small, while the works of Mr. Lélshankar and Mr. Pit4mbardds are very big, 
and it is recommended to have a work somewhat bigger than the former and | 
smaller than the latter. The writer is also of opinion that no other historical 
works than the History of Guzerat and Morris’ work need be required. He 
gives reasons for his opinions and recommendations. : 


The same of the 5th October complains that the manner in which the corpses 
of paupers and heirless persons who die in the Gokuldas Tejpal’s Hospital in 
Bombay are taken away for burial, is mcst. objectionable, and the authorities 
concerned ought to remove this complaint at the earliest opportunity. The 
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corpse is put in a dirty sheet of cloth, and is tied to a bamboo, which is carri 

by two persons. At one end the head of the corpse, and at the other its legs, 
swing. Somtimes the sheet of cloth is besmeared with blood, and sometimes 
blood drops from this covering on the road. In this wretched state the corpses 
are carried through thickly populated parts of the town, producing disgustin 
men and horror in women and children who happen toseethem. One ortwo 
such corpses pass through the streets every day ; and it is desirable, not only _ 


for the sake of decency, but for that of the health also of those parts of town 


through which they are carried, that better and more decent arrangements 
should be made for their removal. 


The Jdme Jamsed (42) ofthe 2nd October refers to the protest made by 
the Honorable Judges of the High Court of the North-West Provinces, against 
the minute passed by the Viceroy in the now much noised case of Mr. Fuller of 
Agra, in which the judges claim for themselves and for the officers of the judi- 
‘cial department independence of the Indian Government, and say that Her 
Majesty directly appoints them and they hold their appointments at the plea- 
sure of Her Majesty, and that the duty of the Indian Government in regard to 
them is only to receive their resignations when tendered, to fill up the vacan- 
cies which may occur in these appointments until Her Majesty’s pleasure in 
regard to them is known, and to call from them for any information it likes. 
With regard to this protest the Jdme Jamsed observes that, on the one hand, it 
is the desire of the wellwishers of this country that the judges should remain 
independent, and that they should not be made dependent on the will, nor 
allowed to come under influence of Government ; for this independence is one — 
of the guarantees for the purity of justice administered by our High Courts. 
On the other hand, the Judges of the High Courts must discharge their duties 
with the utmost independence, and exercise due supervision over their subordi- 
nates, so that they should not give the least cause to complain against them. 
But in the case of Mr. Fuller, a European gentleman of Mr. Fuller’s standing 
beat a Native so severely that the latter died from its effects, and the magis- 
trate allowed him to escape with the very slight punishment of a fine of rupees 
thirty only, and the High Court did not say one word against this decision. 
It was then the duty of the Governor General, as the Viceroy of Her Imperial 
Majesty, not to allow this decision to pass unnoticed, and not to allow a blot to 
remain on the fair fame of British justice. Lord Lytton, therefore, simply dis- 
charged his duty in doing what he has done in regard to the Fuller case. If it 
be conceded that Her Majesty alone can take notice of the wrong acts of the 
Indian Judges and Magistrates, a great deal of time must necessarily elapse 
before she can do this, and in the meanwhile British name and fame will suffer. _~ 
considerably. | 


. 


The same of the 7th October is sorry to learn that the Resident of Hyder- 
abad has acceded to the request made to him by the European head-masters 
of the schools in Berar, to exclude them from the authority of the Native 
Educational Inspector. The petitioners stated that the Native inspector was, 
before his present appointment, an officer occupying a grade lower than their 
own, and even now gets smaller pay than they draw; and on these grounds 

rayed the Resident not to allow him to exercise authority on them. The. 

tesident has granted this request, and kept them under the authority of the 
Director of Public Instruction, who is also a Native. The Jdéme Jamsed thinks 
that the ground advanced by the petitioners, that the Native inspector draws a 
less salary than they do, was not sufficient to grant their request. The Resident 
has, in taking them away from the authority of the Native inspector, causelessly _ 
indulged them, and has, it is not wrong to observe, gone against the special 
orders of the Secretary of State to the Government of India, to compel Euro- 
peans to submit completely to the authority of the Native uncovenanted servants 
of Government whenever they happen to be placed officially under them. 
After pointing out the injustice and undesirability of permitting Europeans to 


ae 
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treat the Natives merely asa conquered people, and after praising the efforts 
made by Lord Salisbury to uproot the evil, the effects of which cannot but be 
unsatistactory to the Native public, the Jdéme Jamsed expresses hopes that the 
higher authorities who are so very favorable tothe j ust political principle of British 
administration of treating the Natives as the equals of and not lower than Euro- 
peans, will cancel the Resident’s order above mentioned, and will not allow any 
Best to observe the unjust and enviable distinction between Europeans and 

atives. = 


The Rdst Goftdr (44) of the 1st October, in referring to the ipscape of Mr. 
Billimorié from the charge of libel of Mr. Moylan, with which he was accused in 
the last criminal session of the Bombay High Court, observes that a large por- 
tion of the public is glad at this escape, and congratulates Mr. Billimori4 on his 
narrow escape. ‘The charge given by the Honorable Judge to the jury was 
mostly ae the accused. It was not altogether impartial. His Lordshi 
expressed, and with force, all the points in favour of Mr. Moylan, but left 
points against him to be considered by the jury, without expressing his own 
views thereon. But, on the other hand, His Lordship was correct on man 
points. Mr. Billimori4 was not able to bring forward even one-fourth of the 
evidence which he ought to have produced for proving the charge of corruption 
against Mr. Moylan. It must also be remembered that the evidence produced 
by the accused in justification was not worth much, and the judge could give 
his opinion with regard to the evidence which had come before the court. If 
the jury had followed the direction given by the Honorable Judge in his charge, 
and had not taken into its consideration extraneous matters, it would have 
perhaps coincided with him, and Mr. Billimorié4 would not have escaped so 
easily. In the next short leader the Rast Goftdr observes that it does not mean 
to say that the jury has given a wrong decision in Mr. Billimoria’s case. The 
extraneous and suspicious matters against which the runcranle Judge had warn- 


ed the jury were worth considering, and the jury appears to have taken them 
into consideration. After mentioning what these matters were, the Rdst Goftdr 
remarks that the verdict of the jury is not in the least surprising. 


The same, in another leader, notices the recommendation made in a recent 
issue of the Bombay Gazette, that Government should introduce the Panchayat 
system for the decision of the civil suits, in place of the civil courts in which 
the dispensation of justice has become so very expensive and dilatory. The 
Rdst Goftdér thinks that this recommendation of the Gazette is not worth adopt-. 
ing. The Gazette itself confesses that the Panchayats of the olden times 
latterly degenerated into dishonest bodies, and the public of those days had 
lost all confidence in them. In former times when the rich people held autho- 
rity over the poor simply on account of their riches, and the latter were unable 
to entertain independent views of their own, and when the means of impartial 
justice were incomplete, the poor people were satisfied with the Panchayat 
humbugs, which have totally failed in {oe days of improvement and progress. 
The better course, therefore, would be to introduce a speedier and cheaper mode 
of dispensing justice in place of the expensive and dilatory one which has made 


our courts so distasteful and ruinous to the public, than to go back to the un- 
suitable Panchayats. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Kaira, says that several Ndiks, 
Hawaldars and Sepoys of the police of this town go to persons who give caste 
dinners and extort food from them by threats. The writer asks the chief 
constable to restrain these subordinates of his from their illegal conduct. 


The Sdémsher Béhddur (50) of the 29th September, but received on the Ist 
October, is pleased with the mode in which the principal police officers of the 
district and city of Ahmedabad perform their work. The Superintendent of 
Police, says the Sdmsher, is well acquainted with the Gujaréti language. He is 
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a righteous gentleman, and does not like that his subordinates should oppress 
the people. He does not like to screen the wilful acts of his subordinates, as 
his predecessors in office did, but immediately punishes them; and, conse- 

uently, the eg mE against the police are gradually disappearing. Mr. 

a4rayanréw, the City Police Inspector, is an independent and good officer. He 
too entirely disapproves of the people being unnecessarily oppressed by the 
police. Chief Constable Nansukhardm is also a trustworthy and upright gentle- 
man. The police inspectors of the district, Khén Béhédur Yusufalli and Mr. 
Nanabhdi, are equally good officers. Through the exertions of all these officers 
the police of Ahmedabad is being improved; and it is a matter for rejoicing 
that the complaints of the people against the police are disappearing. 


_The same, in another leader, revives the old complaint, that the adminis- 
tration of municipal corporations being virtually in the hands of Europeans, 
these institutions are made to contribute more to the comforts and conveniences 
of Europeans than to those of the Natives, and that if the administration of 
the municipality were given into the hands of persons chosen and nominated 
by the people haaclies, they would necessarily be conducted to the com- 
plete satisfaction of those for whose benefit they were intended. Government is 


desirous that these institutions should prove really popular; and has, conse-— 


quently, made provision in the new Municipal Act for popular representation for 
the conduct of municipalities. Immediately after the new Act came into opera- 
tion the people of Ahmedabad prayed the Bombay Government to concede to 


them the right of popular representation for their municipality ; but it refused 


to make the concession. The petitioners understood from this refusal that the 
provision was intended for show only and not for giving any concession to 
them, and therefore did not make any further efforts in the matter. They are 
now told by the Sdmsher Bahddur that the administrative policy of the Govern- 
ment of India has altered for the better since the accession of Lord Lytton. 
His Lordship is just and merciful. He approves and has adopted the wise 
policy of conceding equal rights to all classes of the British Indian subjects 
without distinction of colour and creed. The people of Ahmedabad ought to 


repeat the prayer to such a good Viceroy. 
Municipalities. 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 1st October says that the municipality of 
Broach is attempting to levy a new tax on that town, and condemns this 
attempt. It says that in 1870-71, or about that time, Governmrnt passed a reso- 
lution to levy from the town the expense of its police, and the municipality 
imposed the house-tax to meet this new demand. But somehow Government 
continued to pay the police, and no demand was made for the police expense on 


the municipality. The new house-tax, however, continued to be levied, and 


the people complained against this levy., This complaint succeeded only in 
reducing the rate of the house-tax ; but to make up for this reduction the toll- 
tax wasimposed. Thus, these two cesses have been levied though Government 
has hitherto paid the police expenses. Now Government has again ordered the 
municipality to pay its police expenses, and the corporation is about to levy a 
new tax for meeting this demand. The Mitra asks why should a new tax be 
levied, when the house and the toll taxes were specially levied for paying the 
police expenses ? 


- Native States. 
A correspondent of the Dnyan Prakdsh (3) of the 2nd October, writing from 


Mangalvedha, relates the distressful condition to which the ryots of that taluka 
are reduced from an utter want of rain this year. Food has become very dear. 


Most of the wells have dried up. The people: are sore afraid of thieves and 
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to the starving ryot 

yondent of the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 28th 

received on the 2nd October, writing from Séngli, gives 
tress prevailiug at Sdngli and in its neighbourhood 
rain this year. Some people are thi 


an account of the di 
from an entire absence 
of abandoning their houses 


migrating to other places in search of food. Some daysago the people of Shir- 
gaon, in the Sangli Taluka, came to Sdngli, and said to the K4rbhari that they 
were dying from want of food, and urgently asked for relief. The K4rbhari 
hearing their pitiful story, has consented to employ them on some work, paying 
two annas to each person per day. The grain has 

and the ryots are nearly starving. : 


become exceedingly dear, 


Miscellaneous. 


The Native Opinion (2) and several other vernacular papers of this week 
notice, with great regret, the death of the Honorable A’pp4 Saheb, the Chief 


of the younger house of Kurundwéd, ‘and highly eulogise the deceased Sirdar 
for several private and public virtues. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, : 


Poona, 10th October 1876. 
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various notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed in italics, 


names of newspapers are printed in aoe and the number of the newspaper in the list at the 
"OF the report ‘ts eintod th braakt COREE A | 


The Public Administration. 


sounding titles but shorn of their emoluments and powers, Government cannot 
be said to be fulfilling the generous promises it has been so long giving to the 
Natives of admitting them to great situations under it. The Opinion then alludes 
to the recent order of the Hyderabad Resident making the head-masters of the 

_ High Schools in Berar independent of the authority of the new Native Educational 
Inspector, and makes remarks on this change similar to those which have ap- 

peared in other vernacular papers, and which have been summarized more fully ~ 
in the previous weekly reports. 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (8) of the 9th October and the Subodha Patrika (24) 
of the 8th October notice, at some length, the now much noised case of Mr. 
Weld of Negdpatam, and very highly praise the Duke of Buckingham for his 
impartial and just disposal of this case. ) 


4 


‘The Mdlwan Samachar (35) of the 9th October, in a leader, headed “ Mr. 
Crawford, the Popular Collector of our Zillah,” very highly praises that officer for 
_ his conciliatory and courteous bearing towards the Natives, and for the sincere 
interest he takes in their welfare. The writer refers to one or two instances 
in support of the above eulogy. He says that there was an old and bitter dis- 
pute between two influential and rich Native families, namely, the Sar Desdis 
of Débhol and the Pénwalkar Sar Deshpdéndye. On becoming officially aware 
of this feud, Mr. Crawford sent for both disputants and used his influence in 
prevailing on them both to get their dispute settled amicably. Allusion is also 
made to the great interest the good Collector takes in the success of the newly 
established Lawdd Court of Ratndgiri, Mr. Crawford is also successfully get- 


ting the old question about the rights of the Khots amicably settled to the 
satisfaction of both the Khots and the Government. | 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 8th October, in noticing the case mentioned 
by the Bhdrdtsdnskardk newspaper, in which Mr. Gell, the Assistant Magis- 
ftate of Moorshedabad, is said to have sentenced one Meher Chandar to fifteen 
days’ imprisonment with hard labour and a fine of rupees one hundred and 
twenty-five, and two other persons totwenty lashes each without properly 

~ enquiring into the charge of theft and abetment of theft brought against them, 
observes that it is true that these innocent persons were on appeal to the 
District Court declared not guilty of the charge on which they were convicted 
by the Magistrate. But in this case the innocent persons have suffered punish- 
ment for the obvious fault of the Magistrate and for no fault of theirown. It 
is very frequently to be seen that the higher authorities are satisfied with 
passing a simple censure on erring Magistrates. This practice is apparently 
injurious. The guilty officials ought to be visited either with fines or official 
degradation. Butthe Guzerat Mitra is afraid that so long as the higher 
authorities make an unjust distinction between Europeans and Natives, 
nothing of the kind will be done by them. Leaving aside the punishment 
of the hard labour suffered by Meher Chandar for about a week, the two 
persons who were accused with him were unjustly punished with twenty lashes 
each, The punishment of whipping is one which cannot be compensated, and 
therefore every precaution ought to be taken that it does not fall upon an 
innocent person. Jn order to exercise due check on thoughtless Magistrates, 
it is urgent that a law should be passed making it incumbent on a Magistrate. 
who passes a sentence which is impossible to be revoked, to submit the papers 


of the case to the district judge and to obtain his confirmation before it is 
carried into effect, 


The Bombay Samdchdér (41) of the 7th October, but received on the 9th, 

highly approves of the proposal brought by Sir Frank Souter and approved — 
by the Town Council of Bombay, to erect police lines near the Crawford 

market or some other locality on the esplanade, and hopes Government will 
sanction the proposal. Though Bombay 1s not very large in extent, its varied 
and large population, and the disturbances which have arisen in this city on 
two or three occasions, make it highly desirable that the officers and men of 
the police force should live in some central places of the city to be of proper 
use on emergencies. The location of the police ina central quarter is an 
arrangement which is to be found in every city of Europe as well as in Cal- 
cutta, Madras and several cities and towns of the mofussil. There seems no 
reason why so useful an arrangement should not be made in regard to Bombay. 
There are no better and more central localities than those mentioned by Sir 
Frank Souter, and in sanctioning the proposal of the Police Commissioner the 
Bombay Government and the Municipality will supply an urgept want of the 
city. (Some other papers of Bombay express similar sentiments). eis 

The Akhbare Sowddgar (48) of the 7th October, but received on the 9th, is 
much concerned to learn from the Bombay Gazette that the Port Trust Com- 
mittee proposes to increase the rent of the ground at Colaba which is used for 
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storing cotton bales and dokrds during the fair season. The rate of twelve 
annas per square yard is charged at present for this ground for the eight months 
of the fair season, and it is said that the Port Trust Committee proposes to 
increase the rate to one rupee. Considering the low condition of trade, the 
existing rate of rent is very heavy, and ought to be brought down. If the 
Committee increases the rate, there are fears of the cotton dealers giving up the 
Colaba ground and storing their cotton on the large and ample grounds by the 
seashore in possession of private companies. And if the cotton dealers store 
their goods in any of these grounds, not only Government but also the several 
a companies whose presses are erected at Colaba and the B. B. and ©. I. 

ailway Company will suffer losses. It is even said that the cotton dealers 
have resolved that if more than the existing rent is asked for the Colaba 
ground, they will store their cotton either on the Mazagon or the Frere Bunder. 
The Sowddgar tells these dealers that the storing of cotton on these Bunders will 
not be advantageous to them, as they will have to pay more carriage and other 
expenses, and advises them to make a due representation to Government, which 


the Sowddgar hopes will see fit not to permit an increase to be made in the 
rent, 


The same states in its issue of the 9th October that 135 cotton dealers of 
Bombay have entered into an agreement with the Mazagon Land Compan 

for renting land of the Company for a period of fifty-five years at a rent of five 
annas per square yard. ‘The Company is to erect cotton presses near the place, 
which will be allotted for storing cotton. It is also to build godowns and rail- 
wor sidings. The dealers have bound themselves to a penalty of Rs. 5,500 
to be paid to the Company by each of the dealers who fail to act according to 
the above-mentioned agreement. The Sowdagar censures the Port Trust Com- 
mittee and the Colaba Company for causelessly increasing the rent of land from 


twelve annas to one rupee per square yard in these times when the trade is very 
low, and thereby bringing loss on themselves. 


The Rdst Goftdr (44) of the 8th October contains a leader, headed ‘‘ The 
Revival of the Cotton Frauds Act.” After repeating that it was expected that 
Government had seen the impropriety of passing a law putting a check and 
impediment on the cotton trade of this country, (particularly when the Commis- 
sion appointed in 1874 to report upon the working of the Cotton Frauds Act had 
made a report against it,) and would cease to interfere with this trade and leave 
it to itself like the trade in other articles, the Rdst Goftdr notices the speech 
made by the Honorable Mr. Ravenscroft, when introducing at the meeting of 
the Bombay Legislative Council on Wednesday last the draft ofa bill for im- 
proving and amending the Cotton Frauds Act. The speech gave the history of 
the Cotton Frauds Act from 1862 to the present day. We know this history 
well; how the attention of England was drawn to the cotton of this count 
after the breaking out of the late American civil war; how Indian cotton 
was in extensive demand in England; how there was a great necessity for im- 

roving the Indian produce; and how Government gave birth to the Cotton 
Frauds Act for making that improvement by the force of law; how great ty- 
ranny was practised by this law giving birth to a loud complaint against it ; 
and how Sir Seymour Fitegerald? s Government attempted to improve the law, 
while the Honorable Mr. Tucker gave his support to the complaint about the 
tyranny of it. It is not necessary to state at any length the speech of the 

onorable Mr. Ravenscroft. But it may be mentioned that if any moral is to 
be drawn from the Honorable gentleman’s speech, it goes not in favour of, but 
against the Act itself. The stirring times which gave birth to the Act were. 
known in mercantile phraseology as a time of “ disturbance;” they were the 
times when there were probabilities of extensive frauds being committed in-the . 
article of commerce which brought great wealth. It may even be granted, for 
the sake of argument, that those times were such that a special safeguard 
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was desirable for protecting commercial morality. But that necessity 

now exist. The Honorable Mr. Ravenscroft himself admits that the cotton 

crop of this country has considerably improved; it fetches more than in years 

previous to the American war; more land is taken up for its cultivation than 

in previous years; and both the quantity and quality of the produce have 

improved, making it as pure and unalloyed as the American cotton itself. 

All this improvement the honorable gentleman believes to have been effected 

by the Cotton Frauds Acts; but such is not really the case. It has been 

brought about by nothing else than the interest of the producers of this great 

article of the Indian export trade. His Excellency the Governor stated in 
the legislative meeting of Wednesday last, that the Secretary of State 

desires that the objectionable portions of the Act should be thrown out, and 

that it should be so improved as to make it liked by the people. Thus, it has 
been admitted that the existing Act is objectionable, and, as stated by the 

Honorable Mr. Rogers in Council, the new Act is more objectionable and 
less advantageous than the old one. The Rdst Goftdér regrets to see that Gov- 

ernment persists in keeping a check on the rising cotton trade of this country, 

and unnecessarily wishes to continue the expensive Cotton Frauds Department, 


The Yajdén Parast (46) of the 8th October asks—“ Is it desirable to retain 
any longer Mr. Moylan as Inspector of Steam Boilers?” and replies that he 
should be at once removed from that post. In the recent libel case such 
matters have come out as throw great suspicion on Mr. Moylan as a Government 
servant. ‘T'he people have to trust to the honesty and justice of the Govern- 
ment servants, whereas such matters as have made the people suspicious 


about him have come out. It would be well, therefore, if Government removed 
him from his present post. 


The same asks the question, ‘‘ What do the liquidators of the fraudulent 
London Bank mean by keeping it still in existence ?” The stratagems which- 
this bank adopts to get the money of its calls is darkening the fame of British 
justice, and yet that justice gives support to these fraudulent stratagems. The 
bank has ruined numerous families and has fleeced many poor persons of the 
little money they possessed, and yet, very strangely, no measures are taken to 
abolish it. The judges of our High Court encourage the bank to continue its 
fraudulent practices. 7 


The Arya Mitra (47) of the 8th October differs from most of its local Native 
contemporaries who approve of the proposition brought by Sir Frank Souter 
before a recent meeting of the Town Council of Bombay that police lines should 
be built near the Crawford market or in some other appropriate locality on the 
esplanade. The Arya Mitra thinks that the proposed lines would cost a great 
deal of money which the Corporation is ill able to afford in the present hard 
times, and would not be of so much use as is believed. If police lines are built 
near the Crawford market and the police is located in it, and if any distur- 
bances occur at Malabar Hill, Breach Candy, Mazagon, or some other equall 
distant place, it will take the police some time to appear on the spot, and in the 
mean time great damage will be done. On these occasions the police lines on 
the esplanade will not be of much use. It 1s better, therefore, not to build the 
proposed lines ; to provide for the instant collection of policemen it would do as 
well to give a general order to the police officers of the different divisions to 
take their men at once to the place of any disturbance, without caring whether 
the spot is situated in their local jurisdiction or not. Such a plain order will 
achieve the purpose, and will remove the pain. of building police lines, 
which will apparently cost a very large sum, which Bombay is ill able to afford 
in these hard times. _ . | , i | 


ooo same, in another leader, expresses, on grounds similar to those 
advanced by some of its contemporaries and noticed at some length in previous 
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summaries, its disapproval of the resolution of Government to shut u 
rati Class in the Graat Medical College, and hopes Government wil 


the reasons given by it, to cancel its resolution and continue the 


_ great benefit is expected to the populations of Guzerat, Ka 
utch. ; Be a 


ad 


The Samsher Bahadur (50) of the 6th October, but received on the 8th, 
states that numerous copies of an immoral and obscene book entitled, “ Dilcha- 
man Géyan” or pleasing songs, printed in some presses in the town of Ahmeda- 
bad, have been and are being sold in those presses, in the booksellers’ shops 
in the bazar, and on the railway station. Young children are to be found 
repeating the immoral l4wni songs given in this book, which is sold for three 
pice, while going along the roads. It is urgently desirable that the sale and 
spread of this book should be immediately put down. The Samsher asks the 
City Police Inspector to do this work. If he thinks he has no authority to 


interfere in this matter, he should obtain a copy of the book and send it to the 
magistrate for orders. 3 


The Kaira Wartamdn (52) of the 4th October, but received on the 8th, 
states that the roads on both the banks of the river Shedhi at Kaira which lead 
to the town of Matar, have fallen into such great disrepair that persons using 
them frequently lose the road and get into the deep water of the river in which 
there are fears of their meeting with serious accidents. The writer requests the 


President of the Local Fund Committee of the District to repair these roads at 
once. pe 


The same also states that the river Wd4trak of Kaira has injured and stop- 


ped the road leading to Haridla, and requests the local fund authorities to repair 
this road also. 


The Nit Prakdsh (55) of the 7th October, but received on the 12th, states 
that a theft was committed of property worth four hundred rupees from the house 
of a patiddr of the village of Khaddna, in Taluka Borsad, and some Kolis were 
apprehended. It is said that the accused persons were made to hold in their 
hands a red-hot iron weight weighing five shers. If this report be true, such 
treatment of the accused is really a great tyranny. 


The threatened famine in the Deccan. 


The Dnydn Prakash (8) of the 9th October publishes letters from its corres- 
pondents from Mohol, Barsi, M4dha, Mangalvedha and Kolhdpur, all giving sad 
accounts, in more or less detail, of the distress prevailing in those places and 
around them, produced by the absence of rain this year, and calling on the 
authorities to provide reltef works for the benefit of the suffering ryots. At 
Barsi the people are suffering not only from a scarcity of food, but from that of 
water also. The correspondent from Mangalvedha severely complains of the 


apparent apathy of the Sdngli authorities to the distress of the ryots of that 
taluka. 


The same of the 12th October contains a long leader, headed ‘‘ The Im- 
pending Famine.” In this article the writer states that the great bulk of the 
population of this country, is agricultural and lives chiefly on the produce of its 
tilling. This peasantry is, moreover, very ignorant and poor, and lives from 
hand to mouth. It can make no saving on which it can fall back in the time 
of dearth: To such a population a failure of rain even in a single year proves 
the greatest disaster. Jt leads to general starvation, creates epidemics, and — 
svalitpline crimes. In such a crisis a wise Government,is actuated not only by 
humanity but by sound policy to make all the efforts it can to mitigate the 
calamity and to save the people from starving and demoralization. The people | 
expect from Government great measures for their relief. But the writer in the 
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Dnyén Prakdsh is sorry to say the Bombay Government does not appear to 
sufficiently awakened to its great duty in this impending crisis. His Excel 
lency the Governor of Bombay and his Councillors are now at Poona. They 
are perfectly aware of the great distress which now prevails in the Shol4pur and. 
in the other Southern Districts, and ye nothing is h 
ages doing anything for the relief of these suffering districts. Our rulers are 
too deeply engrossed by the gaieties of Ganesh Khind to give much attention to 
the cries of woe from Sholépur and other afflicted districts. Grain and fodder 
are getting enormously dear; water is becoming scarcer and scarcer in many 
places ; epidemics are also adding to the misery of the sufferers in some places ; 
crimes are increasing rapidly; and the starving ryots of several villages are 
abandoning their homes and wandering in search of food. Mr. Grant, the Col- 
lector of Sholdpur, is praised for his great and energetic exertions to mitigate 
the distress of the ryots of his district. The writer, in conclusion, reiterates his 
request to Government to adopt, without delay, some extensive and great mea- 
sures for the efficient relief of the afflicted districts, and to save thousands of 
the poor ryots from starvation and demoralization. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Ahmednagar, relates the same 
sad tale of woe. He talks of the excessive dearness of grain ; of the great scar- 
city of water ; of the increase of crimes, particularly of the plunder of the grain- 
stores ; of the combinations of the selfish grain-dealers to raise the price of corn, 
and such other popular grievances of the day. ay 


The Belgaum Samachar (11) of the 9th October has a leader, headed “ The 
Uneasiness of the People from the Failure of Rain.” The failure of rain and the 
consequent rapid rise of the price of corn have produced a wide feeling of 
uneasiness among the people. ‘Those who have corn in their possession and 
wish to sell it, dare not bring it to the markets, from a fear of its being plun- 


dered either on the roads or in the markets ; and this adds to the uneasy feeling 


of the people. In some places relief works have been commenced and the poor 
labourers are benefited by them. But the ryots of other places continue to sub- 
sist on the wild products of the jungle. The writer earnestly prays Govern- 

he needful measures to save the ryots from starvation and 
crimes. 


A correspondent of the Shubha Suchak (14) of the 6th October, but received. 
on the 9th, writing from Dahiwadi, in the Satara District, gives an account of 
the distress which prevails in that part of the district from the failure of rain. 


The Collector of the District, it is hoped, will adopt the needful measures for the 


relief of the sufferers. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 8th October also has a leader, headed “ The 
Imminent Danger of a Famine,” in which the writer gives a very graphic 
account of the distress to which the poor ryots of the afflicted districts are 
reduced. According to this writer, the excessively high prices of corn at 
Sholdpur are more the result of the combination of the crafty grain-dealers than 
of the actual scarcity of the supply. The Kalpataru requests Government to 
interfere and ii the grain-dealers to sell corn at reasonable rates. The 
writer 1s aware 0 


much attention to the speculations of the economists during such critical times. 
The hard-hearted selfishness of grain-dealers is highly calculated to exasperate 
the hungry ryots and to lead them to disastrous excesses. 


The same has heard that the good Collector of Sholdpur has proceeded to 


Poona to lay before Government the following suggestions for a favourable consi- 

deration :—I1st, To remit the revenue entirely this year to the ryots of the Sholé- 

pur district ; 2nd, to grant a sufficient amount to organize efficient relief works for 

the afflicted district ; 3rd, to have Government corn shops to sell corn at moderate 
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eard of these great person- 


the theory of free-trade and of the objections the political | 
economists bring to what he has suggested. But it is not wise, he says, to give 
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prices ; 4th, to instruct the Railway to convey 40 Shol4pur corn free of charg 
Sth, to give the canal water to cultivators gratis ; 6th, to sanction the construc 
tion of a new railway line from Dhond to ‘Manmdd, and to commence the work 
at once ; 7th, to get military aid to protect the district ; and 8th, to prohibit tem- 
porarily the execution of the civil decrees in the district, The writer has related 
what he has heard. These suggestions deserve a careful consideration from 
Government, even if they have not been made by any Government officer. 


The same has heard that Mr. Grant is to be transferred from Sholépur 
next November, and says that it is the earnest prayer of the ryots of the Shold- 
pur District that they should not be deprived of the services of this good and 
energetic officer, who has done so much for them, and to whom they are so 


much indebted. At least he should not be transferred until the dangers of a 
famine are over. 


The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalédgi of the 8th October, in a short editorial, 
headed “‘ Difficult Times,” observes that hopes were entertained that rain would 
be vouchsafed at last. But the hopes proved delusive. Some showers fell in 
some talukas of the district ; but being slight, they proved useless. Starvation 
is looking the poor ryots in the face. Their cattle are suffering severely. 
Water is getting scarce. Crimes are multiplying. People possessing more or 
less property are sore afraid of robbers and thieves. In conclusion, an earnest 


appeal is made to Government to adopt some effectual and speedy means to 
give relief to the sufferers. 


The Dnydn Bodhdk (21) of the 9th October, in a leader, repeats the same 
sad tale of distress prevailing in the Dharwar District, and reiterates the same 
prayer to Government to adopt speedy measures for the relief of the sufferers. 


The Nagar Samdchér (27) of the 7th October, but received on the 9th, 
attributes the excessive dearness of corn at Ahmednagar to the wicked combi- 
nation of some very rich grain dealers of that town, and requests the local 
authorities tv interfere and to bring these selfish men to their senses ! 


A correspondent of the Shiwaji (28) of the 13th October, writing from 
Inddpur on the 9th iustant, states that on petitions being made by the distress- 
ed.ryots of the Ind4pur Taluka representing their distress, Government was 
pleased to sanction Rs. 18,000 to be spent on public works in order to afford 
relief to the suffering ryots. This good news was conveyed to the sufferers 
through the village officers, and lgbourers swarmed at Inddpur to get employ- 
ment and livelihood. But unhappily, the necessary quantity of tools having 
not arrived, the commencement of operations has been delayed to the extreme 
disappointment and misery of the starving ryots. The writer very pres 
complains of this delay, and graphically descrives the miserable state to whic 
the poor labourers and their families Skcking employment are reduced by this 
delay. He says that out of the 80,000 population of the Inddépur Taluka about 
forty or fifty housnnid have already migrated or are migrating to the dominions 
of the Nizam. The villages which formerly siatatned about one hundred or 
one hundred and twenty-five families, contain now five or ten only. Many 
have come to the town of Ind&pur, where house accommodation has now become 
very scarce. Had the relief works commenced in time, a good deal of this 
emigration would not have taken place. This wholesale emigration will have 

an injurious effect on the cultivation of the taluka, and through it on the re- 
venues of Government. The Government is, in conclusion, requested to give 


its deliberate attention to this urgent matter, and to adopt effectual and speedy 
measures to mitigate the evil. 


The Sanmdrg Darshak (31) of the 9th October has the same story of woe to 
relate from Mudhol, giving an account of the scarcity of food and water prevail- 
ing in that part of the Southern Mardtha Country. ) 


10. 


_ The Dnydn Sdgar (32) of the 9th October also has a leader on the above 
subject, relating the. distress ar tigen. bs; the Kolh4pur State and praying the 
authorities of that State to do the ne for the relief of the sufferers. 


The Aryé Warta (36) of 7th October, but received on the 10th, also has a 
leader, headed ‘“‘The Fear of a Famine.” The writer observes that there was 
no rain in Khandesh from the beginning and a dearth was apprehended. It the 
mean time some rain fell in some talukas, and the fears were appeased for a 
time. But no rain whatever has been vouchsafed since. The rainy season has 
now expired, and there is no hope of getting any more rain. Tle whole of 
Khandesh is now threatened with a famine. Some ryots sowed their fields 
thrice, but all their labour has turned out useless. The fields of several others 
were not sown at all, for they were never in a condition for that operation. 
The ryots of this large district are now thrown on the humanity of Gov- 
ernment and of the charitable public. Relief works have been commenced in 
some talukas, but they are not adequate to the necessities of the district. 
The writer hopes that Government will devise and adopt some adequate mea- 
sures in time to save such a large district from starvation and demoralization. 


The Bombay Samachar (41) of the 9th October says that from the failure 
of the latter portion of the monsoons in the Deccan the crops sown previously 
have been damaged, and the second crops could not be sown at all for want of 
moisture. Bad reports are coming from all sides about the distressed: condition 
of these parts. Even the Caleutta Government Gazette notices this condition. 
After alluding to the scarcity of grain and the disturbed condition of the 
popular mind which exists in the city of Poona and in the villages around it, 
the Samdchdr expresses regret to see that nothing 1s known by the public of 
any measures adopted by Government for the relief of the distressed districts. 
It exhorts Lord Lytton to adopt at once such strong measures as were adopted 
by» Lord Northbrook in the late Bengal famine, and to protect the people of 
the Deccan from the evils of the famine which stares them so hard in the face. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (42) of the 11th October says that the districts of Khan- 
desh, Nasik and Sholépur are threatened by famine on account of the failure of 
rain in those parts, and exhorts His Excellency the Governor of Bombay to 
adopt immediate measures for giving relief to the ryots of those districts. In 
the Khandesh and Nasik Zillahs some rain latterly fell, but it was not sufficient 
to remove the fears of a famine. The ryots of these districts are deep in debt 
to the Sowkdrs, who, it is feared, will sweep away the mortgaged crops and 
other property of the ryots, leaving little or nothing to them for their mainte- 
nance. ‘The condition of the Sholdpur District is much worse than that of Khan- 
-desh or Ndsik. Much rain did not fall in this zillah, and, consequently, the crops 

have failed and no grass has grown. The cattle are dying of hunger, and a 
pressing distress prevails among the ryots. After thus describing the state of 
the distressed districts, the Jdme Jamsed says that people anxiously ask what 
is the Bombay Government doing for their relief? Very probably Govern- 
ment ‘18 thinking of relief measures;- and if it is doing so, it should at once 
publish what it is to do, in order to quiet the public mind which is much distur- 
bed with the prospect of the coming calamity. The Jéme Jamsed strongly re- 
commends Sir Philip and the members of his Government to personally visit the 
distressed provinces, in order to form a proper idea of the threatening famine, 
so that the Bombay Government may be able to adopt sufficiently strong 
measures to mitigate the evil effects of the impending danger. Sir Phili 


is 
requested to imitate the great example set by Lord Northbrook in the Tie 
Bengal famine. fs 


A correspondent of the Rdst Goftdér (44) of the 8th October, writing from 
Sholépur under date the 5th instant, gives a sad account of the distress prevail- 


ing in the Sholdpur District in the same strain as the Marathi Papers. This 
5x Pp 14—10 ~ 


1k 
writer also praises very highly Mr. Grant for his grea _indetati ; 
tions to mitigate the distress of the ryots of his district. He requests Govern- 
ment to ask the railway companies to convey corn to the afflicted ricts at 


. Ene 


a lower rate ; to open its own shops; to sell grain at a moderate price ; and 


commence large public works such as the proposed railway line from Dhond to 
-Manméd. Le ma ae | ae 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Khandesh under date the . - 
ist instant, states that the absence of rain has made it impossible for the western 
part of the district to have any crops this year. 


The Yajdén Parast (46) of the 8th October says that a famine is impend- 
ing over the Deccan and the Southern Mardtha Country brought on by a scanty 
fall of rain in those parts. Though the famine has not seriously commenced as 

et, there are great fears of its taking a fearful form. The Parast prays Sir 
hilip Wodehouse to adopt immediately strong measures to ward off the cala- 
mity and to protect the ryots from starvation and death. 


Municipalities. 


~, 


The Guzerat Mitra (38) of the 8th October commends the Native Municipal 
Commissioners of Broach for expressing their real sentiment in refusing to pay 
the expenses of the Police of that town demanded by Government, in the 
meeting of the corporation held on the 30th September. They pleaded the 
inability of the corporation and held fast to this plea, and refused to pay the 
expenses though there were present on the opposite side Europeans and Gov- 
ernment officers. The Native Commissioners are told that if they evince simi- 
lar moral courage on emergencies, the people of Broach will have to make: no 
complaint about the management of their municipal affairs. 


The Hitechchhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 5th October, but received on the 
8th, complains in its local columns that though it has complained that people 


' ease themselves every evening on the public road in Narad the authorities con- 
cerned do not prohibit the nuisance. 


# 


The Jdme Jamsed (42) of the 9th October is much concerned to learn from 
the Municipal Budget of Bombay for 1877, that there will be a deficit for the 
coming year, and that it will be necessary to increase some of the municipal rates 
in order to coyer this deficit. An assurance was given by the passing of the 
New Municipal Act, that not only no deficit would be allowed but a balance 
would be left every year. This assurance has apparently become worthless. It 

has so happened from the Municipal Corporation and the Town Council not 
having exercised due control over Municipal affairs. In order to make up the 
deficit the Municipal Commissioner has prceposed to stop any increase in the 
salaries of the Municipal employés; to cease to make new works of improve- 
ment; and to increase the rates on houses, lights, or water, or to increase the 
rate of the town duty on ghee from 6 annas to 10 annas per maund. The 
Jdme Jamsed does not approve of the proposal to increase the rates on landed 
property. There has been a considerable fall in the value of this kind of pro- 
perty, and the same has lessened the income from house property, the taxes on 
which ought to be lessened. The oes a of the Municipal Commissioner, 
therefore, to increase the burden on this kind of property is improper, and 
ought not to be adopted. The proposed increase in the duty on ghee is less 
objectionable, and may be sanctioned.. But even that duty need not be in- 
creased, as the deficit can be made up by making a corresponding decrease in 
the expenses and discontinuing to sanction liberally any new expenses. The 
Jéme Jamsed hopes the Town Council will adopt the above suggestion. 
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The Samsher Béhddur (50) of the 6th October, but received on the 8th, 


repeats the old complaint of the Native Press, that Government does not take © 


the same amount of care in appointing municipal commissioners as it takes in 
selecting and nominating its own servants. Generally ns who can 
conduct their own affairs properly and leave their affairs to be entirely managed 
by their gumdstds or agents, are appointed commissioners. Such commissioners 
are led by, and made to nodto the proposals of, the municipal officers. In the 
hands of scheming officials they are made tools to carry out their schemes, and 
hence very frequently municipalities are ill managed. It is to be regretted 
that Government appoints such municipal commissioners and allows the com- 
plaint to continue unabated, and does. not entrust the management of these 
corporations to the hands of educated and experienced persons. 


Ratlways. 


The Hitechchhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 5th October, but received on the 
8th, in referring to the fire which broke out in a passenger carriage of a mixed 
train of the Baroda Railway which came from Dékor to Riinedaba on Tuesday 
last, says that the fire arose from the fire-works which a Boréh passenger in 
the carriage carried with him taking fire from the spark of a bidi or country 
cheroot which another passenger in the same carriage was smoking at the time. 
The Bordh and five or six other passengers in the carriage were burnt by the 
fire, and two others threw themselves out of the carriage to escape the danger. 
Though by the railway rules smoking in a carriage is prohibited, many persons 
do smoke to the great danger to the lives and property of the passengers. The 
police and other officials of the railway know of this dangerous practice of the 
passengers, and yet they do not prohibit it rigorously as they ought to do. 
The writer hopes the railway authorities will take due measures for the strict 
enforcement of their wise rule. | 


The Guzerat Mitra (88) of the 8th October, in referring to the fire which 
arose in a mixed train of the B. B. and C. I. Railway between Ddékor and 
Mehmad4bdd, makes the same remarks as are made by the Hitechchhu (40) of 
the 5th October. It also adds that about twenty thousand pilgrims had gone to 
Dakor for the fair on the last Manekthéri Punam. The number of third class 
carriages provided for them was insufficient to make due accommodation for 
them, and, consequently, several of them were made to sit in waggons. The 
railway company is censured for failing to provide, by its negligence or mistake, 
proper accommodation, and for treating them as beasts. Though complaints 


regarding the treatment of third class passengers are frequently made, the above 


instance shows that no attention is paid to them. Itis very strange that Mr. 
Duxbury, who is so very anxious to improve the management of the railway, 
does not yet remove the above complaint. The Mitra praises Mr. Duxbury and 
the railway company for taking great trouble to carry passengers and goods on 
the Nerbudda, but observes that a European employee of the company unneces- 
sarily creates confusion. Mr. Duxbury is requested to look to this conduct of 
his subordinate by appearing on the spot incognito, It is also reported that a 
few days ago a boy fell into the river Rewa. If this report be true, the Traffic 
Manager should ascertain whether the accident occurred from improper conduct 
of the railway employés or from some other cause. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (41) of the 7th October, but received on the 9th, 
approves of the proposal to make arrangements for the education and residence 
on salubrious and healthy hills of the children of the servants of railway 
companies, which, with some others, is to be laid before the Railway Conference 
to be held at Calcutta in January next. A Jarge portion of the railway em- 

loyés live far from towns and cities ; and, consequently, they experience great 


inconvenience in the edncation of their children, Several of them also live in 
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unhealthy localities which are subject to fevers of a very bad type, cholera and — 


other diseases ; and their children living with them are likely to be the victims 


of these maladies. It is highly proper, therefore, to make arrangements for the 


education and residence on salubrious hills of their children. ‘The Samdchér 
then asks the question, Are these arrangements to be made for the children of 


the Soe onl employés only or for those of the Native ones also? This 


question has arisen from Government having hitherto made no such arrange- 
ments as the above mentioned for any of its Native servants. It is well known 
that Government does not provide the same comforts and conveniences for the 
Native sepoys of the army as it does for the European soldiers. In the case of 
the railways the Native employés work harder than the Europeans, and also 
receive less pay. The Natives have the same necessity for providing for the 
education and preservation of the health of their children as the Europeans 
have. It will be quite unjust, therefore, to make due arrangements for provid- 
ing for the wants of the Europeans in this matter, and to exclude the Natives 
from partaking of the same indulgence. It is believed that some Native mer- 


chants will be admitted to the railway conference. And if any of them go to 


it, it will be their duty to advance the right of the Native employés of the 
railways to be allowed to take the benefit of any arrangements made in the 
above mentioned matter. But it behoves Lord Lytton’s Government and 
the railway authorities not to allow any race distinction to be made in this 


-- matter. 


Native States. 


The Hitechehhu (40) of Ahmedabad of the 5th October, but received on the 
8th, contains a communication, the writer of which also complains that the natives 
of rank and a ‘ernie are not allowed to put up in travellers’ bungalows in 
Kattywar. These buildings are erected mostly from monies collected from the 
native chiefs of Kattywar, and, consequently, natives of rank and position have 
aright tothe use of them. There are dharmshélds for the use of the natives 
generally ; but these buildings do not contain good accommodation for the 
natives of rank and position, who are obliged to undergo great inconvenience 
by being compelled to put up in them. For such “persons the travellers’ 
bungalows ought to be open for use; but their use isnot allowed to them, the 
writer believes, by order of the officers of the political agency in Kattywar. 
He thinks also that the reasons assigned for denying the natives a use of these 
buildings, that they live dirtily and that the large equipages which accompany 
native princes and chiefs, spoil the bungalows, are worthless, and hopes the 
natives of rank and position will be allowed to put up in these buildings. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 

oe Reporter on the Native Press. 

Office of the Director of Public Instruction, ) 
Poona, 17th October 1876. 
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The Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 16th October, in an article, headed ‘‘ The 
Efforts of the Mahomedans of India in regard to the Turkish Question,” observes 
that it was a general belief that the Mahomedans of India were a set of ignorant 
people, knowing nothing as to what is passing in the world. But the present 
great war in Turkey has been changing that belief. - The great and abominable 
atrocities alleged to have been committed by the Turks in Bulgaria during the 
present war, have produced a great and general indignation in the great Chris- 
tian countries of Europe; and the mind of the great English nation even, which 
has been an old and staunch ally of Turkey, has turned against that perv fe 
When the Mahomedans of India saw this grave change, they became seriously 
alarmed at the probable faté of the power which they consider as their spiritual 
and religious head, and began to give public expression to their sentiments on 
the subject. The Indu Prakash is glad that, instead of resorting to their usual 
rude and turbulent mode of'venting their feelings, they have on this occasion 
wisely adopted the peaceable and constitutional means of convening public 
meetings, of conveying their sentiments to the authorities in respectful and 
modest petitions, and of raising public subscriptions in behalf of the families of 
the Turks, dead or wounded, in the present war. Public meetings of the 
Mahomedans for the above purposes have taken place in different towns of the 
country, such as Bombay, Peshawar, Poona and Calcutta. After giving the 
substance of the several resolutions adopted in the meeting in the last mentioned 
city, the writer in the Indu Prakdsh expresses a hope that the Mahomedans of 
India will give a due and liberal help to the suffering and helpless families of 
their co-religionists in Turkey, as the Christians of Europe are doing the same 
good office to the Christian sufferers of Servia. 


The same publishes a letter, headed ‘‘ Suggestions to Government regarding 
the Sentiments of the Mahomedans of India on the Turkish Question,” and 
subscribed by “ one Gulshanabddi sympathizing with Turkey.” The letter is 
written in a confused and rambling style. The writer heartily denounces the 
perpetrators of the alleged Bulgarian atrocities, if they have really occurred. 
But he very strongly suspects that these cruel acts have been greatly exag- 
gerated by the interested and partial Christian writers, and also are a result of 
very grave provocations given to the ruling Turkish nation by its Christian 
subjects of Bulgaria and other tributary provinces. The writer also very 
severely censures the great Christian Powers of Europe for exciting the Chris- 
tian subjects of the Porte to rise against their lawful suzerain and to drive the 
Turks from the continent of Europe, and for actively abetting them in this un- 
lawful rebellion. The Christians, he says, were not free, as history will show, 
on similar occasions, from the excesses for which they denounce the Turks so 
loudly and with so much indignation. But the Christian nations of Europe, 
having the public press at their command, can make a great noise in favour of 
their cause. The ignorant Turks do not possess this powerful advantage, and 
suffer in the estimation of the world. But this noise cannot justify, in truth, 
the conduct of the Christian Powers of Europe in fostering a rebellion among 
the subjects of the Porte; and if they will dispassionately think on the matter, 
they will see their error. Was not the enlightened British Government guilty 
of excesses during the Indian mutinies of 1857? Would that Government 
have liked anybody to give an active help to the mutineers? Isit right in 
the just English Government to abandon its old ally when the other European 
powers are trying to ruin it by so palpably iniquitous means, from the con- 
sideration of occurrences which, though deplorable, are, to a great extent, un- 
avoidable on such occasions? Had the Mahomedans of India been better 
blessed with education, and thereby better able to give a proper expression to 
their views, they would have made Government better acquainted with them 
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than they have done on this occasion. However, what the petition of the . 
Mahomedans of Bombay has expressed, may be taken as the real sentiment of 
the whole Musalman population of India; and if the British Government will 
graciously grant the request made in that petition, it will immeasurably add to 
the loyalty of that great and important section of the Indian population. 


The Arunodaya (7) of the 15th October is very glad to find the annual 
report submitted by Rdo Saheb Ndrdyan Bhéi Dandekar, the new Native 
Director of Public Instruction in Berar, has given satisfaction to the Resident 
at Hyderabad. Mr. Dandekar is the first Native gentleman raised to such a 
high post as that of the Director of Public Instruction, and his success in this 
important post must prove a source of gratification not only to him but to the 
whole Native community. 


A correspondent of the Jagan Mitra (8) of the 16th October is glad to 
observe that the people of Ratnagiri and of the surrounding places enjoy much 
better opportunities than formerly of travelling in steamers. The only draw- 
back in this respect, is the absence of any good means of giving to intending 
travellers timely intimation of the arrival of the steamers. At present as soon 
as a steamer is sighted from the fort a flag is hoisted on the top of the light- 
house during the day-time, and if a steamer arrives at night a gun is fired. 
The flag, however, is not visible from several parts of Ratndgiri ; and, therefore, 
if a gun is fired as a signal during the day-time, as is done at night-time, the 
arrangement will prove more useful to the public.. The writer also states that 
in the Anjanwel Bandar passengers are required to go from one steamer to 
another. A plank is placed on the sides of the two steamers, and the passen- 
gers are made to cross upon it from one boat tothe other. This plank, however, 
gets raised on one of its ends from unequal pressure on it, and there is danger 
of a passenger meeting with a serious accident. Mr. Crawford, the popular 
magistrate of the district, is requested to get these two complaints remedied in 
the interest of the public. 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 12th October, but received on the 16th, in 
an article, headed “ The Cotton Frauds Act,’ observes that the unprecedented, 
but transient, prosperity which attended the cotton trade of this country during 
the few years of the late American Civil War, has as suddenly disappeared as it 
came, and there are very few, if any, persons who have been able to hoard the 
wealth which was acquired during that golden, but short, period. One unplea- 
sant effect of those happy days, however, still remains and continues to vex the 
people. When the great supply of cotton, so very indispensable for the exis- 
tence of one of the greatest manufacturing industries of Britain, failed entirely 
to come from America, the British cotton mills were forced to contrive to 
subsist on the Indian cotton supply, and the Indian cotton suddenly rose to 
fabulous prices. This rise led several unprincipled traders to resort to adulte- 
ration toashameful extent. Under these circumstances the Government of 
Bombay was induced to pass a law, entitled the Cotton Frauds Act, to put 
down -the above rascality...On the cession of the American Civil War the . 
cotton trade of Europe was restored to its natural state. The Indian cotton 
fell down as suddenly as it arose, and many wealthy firms became bankrupt ; 
and the country in the course of a few years was reduced to its former poverty. 
The inducement to adulterate cotton has thus completely ceased to exist for 
some years past. This change was formally intimated to Government by ow 
commercial community in 1873-74, and a prayer was made for the abolition bf 
the exceptional Act. After much discussion, Government has resolved to keep 


up the law. Now the authorities are about to remodel and improve this law, 


and the Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft has obtained permission to introduce a bill 
in the local Legislative Council in the course of a few days for the purpose. The 
writer requests the leaders of the mercantile public and the public associations 
to send a representation to Government, praying it to abolish this obnoxious | 
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law altogether, or, at least, to render it less oppressive and iniquitous than it is 
at present. Here the writer alludes to some tyrannical decisions of Magistrates 
given under i Act in the Dharwar Zillah, in support of his suggestions men- 
tioned above. pice 


The Bombay Samdachdy (41) of the 16th,October thinks, that both the 
British Government and the Native Chiefs and Princes, who have been invited to 
the grand darbar, which will be held in January next at Delhi, in honour of the 
assumption of the title of the Empress of India, by Her Majesty the Queen, will 
have to spend extravagant sums in connection with that grand event, and looks 


upon this profuse expenditure with some concern, as it is to be made at a time 


wnen the whole of the Deccan is threatened with a famine, in which the lives of 
thousands of persons are in risk of being lost from a scarcity of food, to supp’y 
which and save these unfortunate persons it is‘ necessary that pecuniary help 
should come from all quarters. Some idea may be formed of the extravagant 
expense the British Government will incur in connection with this darbdér from 
the fact, that about two thousand men have been employed for some days.past 
to level the ground on which the Viceregal camp is to be pitched. As to what 
large sums the Native Princes will have to spend, an idea may be formed from 
H. H. the Nizam having had to engage a residence for himself for the rent of 
rupees sixty-five thousand. The profuse expense which the British Government 
and the Native Princes will have may be considered as useless ; as it is not by 
such extravagant expenses and pompous and ostentatious sights that there will 
be an increase in the loyalty of the Native subjects of Her Majesty. The people 
look anxiously to the day of the public proclamation of the Imperial title, from 
a desire not to see any grand tamdshds, but to obtain some solid advantages to 
themselves from that event. Thus, there is no necessity for the British Govern- 
ment and the Native Princes to make any extravagant expenditure on this 
occasion ; nay, they need not spend even a pie more than is absolutely neces- 
sary. The annual loss of four krors of rupees incurred by the British Govern- 
ment on account of the high rate of exchange for remitting money to England, 
and the extensive and dreadful famine which has almost commenced in the 
Deccan make it desirable that every rupee which may be spared may go to 


meet these two grave calamities. 


A correspondent of the same of the 19th October says that several male 
and female children, led by beggars for the purpose of exciting the pity of the 
people, are to be seen on the streets of Bombay. When such helpless and un- 
fortunate beings are seen, people give them alms. From the appearance of the 
eyes of these blind children, it does not seem that they were born blind. They 
appear to have been injured and their visionary power destroyed by some 
destructive stuff or lotion. It is also believed by several people that hard-heart- 
ed beggars destroy the eyes of their young children or young relatives for the 
sake of exciting the pity of the people and thereby getting more easily alms 
for their own and the blind children’s support. The writer requests the police 
of Bombay to make enquiries into this report. 


The Jdme Jamsed (42) of the 16th October observes, with regard to the 
Bill for the improvement of the Cotton Frauds’ Act, recently introduced into 
the Bombay Legislative Council, that though the cotton merchants of Bombay 
say that they do not require this law, Government wants to impose it upon 


them against their wish. They say there was at one time a need for this law, 


but it does riot exist now, and that this law is not only useless but actually in- 


_jurious. Moreover, there being very little profit in the cotton trade on account 


of the great fallin the price of Indian cotton, the export duty of two annas 
per bale of cotton is a great burden on the trade. The Bombay Government 
answers, that it is aware of the truth of what the cotton merchants say, and 
it also admits that there is no need for this law. But the appa of State 
has ordered it to be renewed, and the Bombay Government is powerless in this 
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matter. The Jéme Jamsed then summarises the petition recently made to the 
Bombay Government by the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, praying that the 
duty of two annas levied on every bale of cotton be given up so ome other 
concessions made. | Le 


The Akhbdére Sowddgar (48) of the 20th October, in noticing the agreement. 
proposed by the country liquor-sellers of Bombay and consented to by the 
Government, that they should pay an increased duty of rupees 1-12 per gallon 
of liquor until Government decides the question about the increase on the report 
of the commission, appointed by it to enquire into the question, and that the 
increase in the duty should be considered a deposit which should be returned to 
the respective payers, if the report and decision of Government turn out to be 
favourable to them, requests the commission to make its report as soon as pos- 
sible. The arrangement about the deposit will be advantageous to the liquor- 
sellers, inasmuch as they will throw the burden of it on the consumers, and will 
get back the deposit also if the decision of Government turns out to be favourable 
tothem. In the interest of the poor consumers of this liquor the commission 
will, it is hoped, make its report as soon as possible. 


The Ahmedabad Samdehdr (51) of the 11th October, but received on the 
15th, complains that a great deal of darkness prevails in the City Survey Depart- 
ment of Ahmedabad, and the people are much disappointed with it ; but no 
one takes upon himself to remove the popular complaint. The Samdchdr charges 
the Survey ie with not giving the people their right. Whenever strong 
oe are produced in support of a right the case is thrown aside undecided. 


undreds of such cases are lying undisposed of. After mentioning some par- 


ticular items of complaint, the Samdchar asks why Government does not get 
these cases decided without delay. 


The threatened famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 16th- October, in a long : editorial, observes 
that, hoping against hope that rain would be vouchsafed to us at last, we forbore 
to write any editorial on the subject of the famine which has been threatening 
several parts of this presidency. But now every hope of getting rain has gone, 
and the famine has become a stern fact. Cries of great distress are heard from 
many districts, and they have reached the ears of even the Government of 


India. It is not a local evil. The calamity appears to be an extensive one. It 


extends over the whole of the presidency, except Guzerat and Sind. In the 
Konkan it is somewhat mild ; but in Muhdrdstra, Khandesh, Nasik, and the whole 
of the Karnatic it appears in a dreadful form. Some parts of the Madras Presi- 
dency and the State of Mysore are also suffering very fearfully from this awful 
visitation. ‘The writer then briefly alludes to the fearful effects of this calamity, 
such as the starvation of men and the wholesale destruction of cattle; the 
desolation of the districts from the ruin of peaceful avocations and the migra- 
tion of the people in search of food; the demoralization of the people and the 
alarming increase of crimes, &c. At such a time punishment ceases to have a 
deterrent effect, because a man who is starving in his free state-looks on imprison- 
ment, accompanied with sure feeding as a more desirable condition. Our wise 
Government is too enlightened to require to be told of its duties on such occa- 
sions. The Jndu Prakash hopes that Sir Philip Wodehouse will imitate the 
noble example set by Sir George Campbell only a few years ago, and securing a 
sanction of a sufficient sum of money, will appoint a special committee of such 
energetic officers as Mr. Havelock and Mr. Grant, the Collector of Sholdpur, 


who has already achieved a great name for his most energetic and humane 


exertions in the noble work of preserving thousands from hunger and crimes, to 

organize and supervise public works on a scale sufficiently large to cope with 

the evil efficiently. The writer also appeals very strongly and earnestly to 
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the humanity, patriotism, and even religious feeling of the charitable and well- 
to-do native public, to come forward to contribute as liberally as they can to 
the most meritorious and the most enlightened work of saving their own 
countrymen from the jaws of starvation, death, or crime. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 16th October, in an article, headed “ The 
Government of Bombay and the Relief Measures,” observes that the pepole were 
wondering at the apparent inactivity of the Bombay Government, though well 
aware for some time past of the distress occasioned by the scarcity prevailing. 
in the eastern and southern parts of the Presidency. But the Times of India 
of the 14th October publishes certain Government papers, which inform the 
public of the measures Government has already adopted and of those it intends 
to adopt in future. The Dnydn Prakash is very happy to publish this very 
pleasant news to the distressed districts ; and, with that object, gives a pretty 


long summary of the important correspondence between Government and the 
revenue officers of the afflicted districts. 


The same, under a heading, #* News from the Famine Districts,” collects all 
the letters of its correspondents from different places relating the distress of the 
ryots of the afflicted districts. A writer, writing from Kurduchi Wadi under 
date the 10th instant, gives a very graphic and heartmoving account of the 
miseries of a large body of poor ryots, which he saw on his way from Kurduchi 
Wadi to Tembhurni. These ryots were migrating towards Baleghat in search 
of food. They were the ryots of the Indapur Taluka. They had with them 
their wretched families, famished cattle, and miserable domestic kit. Many of 
them had not tasted food for two or three days together, and most of the men 
and the cattle were reduced to mere skeletons. The poor children tortured 
their wretched mothers for nourishment. ‘I'he same sad tale of woe and distress 
is heard from Médha, Barsi, Pandharpur, Kurundwdd, and Kolhapur. At 
Pandharpur and Kurundwaéd public meetings were held to raise subscriptions 
to help the starving people. 


The Mahdérdstra Mitra (5) of the 12th October, but received on the 15th, 
is very happy to state that Mr. Moore, the Collector of Satara, has commenced, 
like the Collectors of other afflicted districts, to take measures for mitigating 
the distress which is prevailing among his ryots, from the scarcity of food and 
water. A few days ago, he convened a meeting of the Municipal Commissioners 
of Satara, in which a resolution was passed that grain should be brought from 
Poona, and a contract has been given according to this resolution. It is also 
said that the good Collector has issued an order asking the grain-sellers of 
Satara not to sell corn at a higher rate than 8 seers for arupee! The duty 
(Municipal 1 corn is also abolished until the scarcity is over. The writer, 
however, once more finds fault with the Collector for preventing the people of 
Satara from drawing water from the Mangalwdr Tank. He once more repeats 
that this prohibition will do no good, but rather harm, and causes an unneces- 
sary inconvenience to the people. The tank water will get spoiled by remain- 
ing stagnant. If toprevent a waste of the water be the only object aimed at 
by the prohibition, that object can be attained by stationing a peon at the 
tank to prevent the waste. The Mahdrdstra Mitra thinks it its duty, while 
writing on this subject, prominently to notice a very praiseworthy and ap- 

ropriate charity of Ab4é Stheb Mahdrdj, the adopted son of the late Rani of 
atara, which is very creditable to the illustrious house to which he belongs. 
Abé4 Saheb has given a general order to the manager of his kitchen, that every 
poor and helpless man, who holds a certificate of his inability to get food in 
these days of dearth from Tdéty4 Sdheb Diwén, should be supplied from the 
kitchen with a ration of dressed food. Hundreds of poor persons are seen at 
the house of the Diwan assembled to procure certificates from him. The other 
Jaghirddrs are asked to imitate this good example of Abé Saheb Mahdrdj and 
relieve the poor on this dire occasion. | 
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The same, in another article, headed “‘ Signs of a Famine and the Duty of 
Government in respect of it,” laments over the impending calamity in the same 
strain as other vernacular papers, whose articles onthe same subject have been 
noticed more fully in the last weekly report. The writer refers to an utter 
failure of rain and the consequent distress of the ryots in several parts of the 
Deccan ; to the great scarcity of food, fodder, and of water ; to the wholesale de- 
struction of cattle, and such other evils which precede a famine ; and with these 
remarks publishes a pretty long petition made to the Collector of Satara by the 
ryots of the T4sgaon Taluka, describing the distress to which they are reduced, 
and praying Government to open useful public works for their relief. 


The Arunodaya (7) of the 15th October opens with a leader, headed “ The 
Famine and the Bombay Government.” The writer refers to the exceedin 
distress prevailing in the eastern and southern districts of the presidency, aid 
severely blames the Bombay Government for its alleged inactivity and dis- 
regard to the urgent duty it owes to the afflicted districts on this dire occasion. 
The above article was penned and sent to the press, as the editor admits in 
another place, before the publication in a recent issue of the Times of India of 
the official correspondence between the Bombay Government and its Revenue 
officers in charge of the famine districts. 


« 


The same publishes letters from its correspondents from Barsi, 'Td4sgaon, in — 
the Satara District, and Bijépur, describing at some length the great distress 
prevailing in those places and around them. All these accounts being very 
tog to those received from other places, no fuller notice appears necessary 

ere. : | 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 13th October, but received on the 16th, in 
an article relating the great distress prevailing at Satara and in the surrounding 
district, prays the good Collector to adopt some effectual measures for the relief 


of the sufferers. 


The same, in its local columns, refers to the humane measures adopted by 
Mr. Moore, as the President of the Local Municipality, for the mitigation of the 
distress in the city of Satara. These measures are noticed in the summary of 
the Maharastra Mitra (5). 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 15th October has: an article, headed ‘ The 
Famine and the Humane Exertions of the Authorities,” In this article the writer 
praises the Collector and the Maémlatdars ofthe Sholapur District. Mr. Grant, of 
course, gets the largest share of the praise. Itis impossible, says the Kalpataru, 
to overpraise this good officer. His efforts on this occasion, to relieve the dis- 
tress of the suffering ryots, are beyond all praise. Every one, young or old, 
feels himself overwhelmed with gratitude towards this benevolent officer. The 
people regard him as their father, their deliverer and even their deity. They 
consider him as the Ddmé4ji Pant of the modern times ; and this comparison 
implies the greatest eulogy that a native of this part of the country can bestow 
on a public benefactor on such occasions. Next come the Mamlatdar of Sholdpur, 
Mr. Raémchandra Sakhérém, and his Awal Karkun, Mr. Nardyan Wishwandth. 
Both these officials are working most indefatigably in the good and humane 
work of procuring supplies of corn and supplying it to the labourers on the relief 
works and other poor ryots. The Mdmlatdérs of the other Talukas are also 


praised. 


The same, in its local columns, states with extreme pain and sorrow, that 
good cows are sold in villages at two annas a head to batchers! In these days 


of general dearness and scarcity of food-grains meat is extremely cheap and ~— 


plentiful. Several persons are subsisting entirely on this food. But intelligent 
persons say that this practice will lead to cholera, and the attention of the vigi- 
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lant authorities is earnestly drawn to this grave matter. If cholera unluckily 
breaks out at this critical time its effects would prove extremely dreadful. 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 12th October, but received on the 16th, 
in an editorial, headed ‘‘ The Prevalence of the Famine,” states that both the 
poor and the rich are at present deeply absorbed in a great and painful anxiety ; 
the former for their maintenance and the latter for the security of their pro- 
perty. In 1862 and 1863 the prices of food grains rose and remained very 
high ; but during those years the cotton trade of this country was in its greatest 
prosperity, and the ryots had grown exceptionally rich ; and, therefore, 
nobody cared much for the high prices of provisions. But now the times have 
completely changed for the worse. The land assessment has been greatly raised, 
while the trade of the country has gone down greatly. The ryots have become 
exceedingly poor. They have nothing to fall back upon in these dire days of 
general scarcity. The people are demoralized by hunger. Roads are forsaken 
from a fear of the robbers. The authorities, the writer is thankful to state, 
have already opened some large public works, and promise to open more, if 
necessary, for the relief of the poor ryots. These generous measures of Govern- 
ment will, no doubt, do much for the relief of the labouring classes. But some- 
thing requires to be done for the other classes. The country is not actually so 
grainless as to justify the present extremely high prices of corn. They are the 
result of the selfish combination of the greedy grain-dealers. Something should 
be done to defeat their machinations. If some enterprising and public-spirited 
merchants bring corn from the provinces where it is cheap and undersell the 


local dealers, they will gain some profit for themselves and earn the gratitude 
of their fellow creatures. wie 


The Nagar Samdchdér (27) of the 14th October, but received on the 16th, 
praises the Collector and the Municipal Commissioners of Ahmednagar for their 
timely and humane exertions to mitigate the distress in that city, occasioned 
by the failure of rain this year. Ina special meeting of the Municipal Com- 
missioners of Ahmednagar, convened by the President on the 9th instant, it 
was resolved that corn worth about 10,000 rupees should be purchased from 
Nagpur and should be sold at a moderate rate in a Municipal shop. The 
Collector has organized relief works for the benefit of the ryots in the talukas. 
A charitable merchant of Ahmednagar is said to have offered to advance a sum 
of 50,000 rupees, free of interest, to purchase corn in cheap markets to be sold 
to the poor at the cost price. Thus, the people of the Ahmednagar District 
have every réason to be grateful to the good Collector and to the members of 
the Nagar Municipality. (The Nydya Sindhu (13) of the 16th October also 
notices with pleasure and gratitude the above humane efforts of the Collector 
and the Ahmednagar Municipality to mitigate the distress prevailing in that 
city and in the talukas of that district. ) 


The Dnydn Sdgar (32) of the 16th October also has a leader on the famine 
in the Deccan. After referring to the distress and anxiety which the dire visit- 
ation has produced among all classes of the people living in the famine-stricken 
districts, and after alluding in eulogistic terms to the humane efforts of several 
officers and charitable persons of some districts, particularly to those of the 
Collectors of Shol4pur and Satara, and of some of the Chiefs of the latter 
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pur State, and states that the K4érbhéri, with the consent of the Political Agent, 
has resolved to lay out one l4kh of rupees in buying corn from cheap markets 
and to sell it in a Government shop at a moderate price for the benefit of the 
poor ryots. The writer very highly praises the Kérbhéri for this philanthropic 


measure, and consoles the people in their distress. 


The Hubli Waibhaw (37) of the 15th October also contains a leader describ- | 
ing the evils arising from the scarcity of food, water and fodder, and prayin 
Government to adopt efficient and large measures for the relief of the sufferi 
ryots. The writer observes that Hubli is a wealthy town, and calls on its rich 
merchants to show their generosity and exercise their charity on this dire 
occasion for the relief of their unfortunate fellow-creatures. He is glad to state 
that some three or four philanthropic merchants of the place have opened an 
Annachhatra and are feeding hundreds of poor people daily. 


- The Bombay Samdchdér (41), the Jdme Jamsed (42), and the Akhbére 
Sowddgar (43) of the 16th October notice with great satisfaction, the relief 
measures sanctioned by the Bombay Government in the different districts of 
the Deccan. After shortly describing these works, Sir Philip Wodehouse’s 
Government is praised for keeping itself informed of the nature and extent of the 
threatened famine and sanctioning relief operations in the districts in which 
the evil has commenced. (The Yajdién Parast (46) of the 15th October ex- 
presses similar sentiments). | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (41) of the 18th October observes with regard to 
this famine that it extends over a large territory. It extends on the north as 
far as the river Nerbudda, and on the south to Cape Comorin. The attempt 
made a few days ago at Poona and the recent one at Madras by the people of 
those cities to pluuder the shops of the grain-dealers of their respective cities, 
prove the truth of the assertion that a calamitous famine has commenced in the 
Deccan or India south of the ‘Nerbudda. Lord Northbrook’s Government and 
the charitable public have shown, in regard to the late Bengal famine, that they 
can, with their joint exertions, stop an extensive famine from creating any 
mischief; and hence if both these agencies make a similar exertion in regard 
to the famine in the Deccan, a similar satisfactory result may be most sanguine- 
ly expected. But at this critical time the Government and the Native chiefs 
and princes are engrossed with the coming Delhi darbér ; and hence there are 
fears of the Deccan famine not receiving the same amount of attention as the 
late Bengal famine did. In conclusion, the Samdchdr exhorts Government to 
give due attention to the awful calamity and to mitigate its horrible effects. 


The Jdme Jamsed (42) of the 19th October, in a long leader, exhorts Gov- 
ernment to import in quantities corn from the Central Provinces, Bengal and 
the Punjab into the famine-stricken districts of this presidency, and observes 
that the thorough communication of the railway should be taken advantage of 
on this dire occasion. The sanction for small works given by the Bombay Gov- 
ernment, does not appear to the Jdme Jamsed un adequate measure to meet 
the necessity of feeding 60 lakhs of people of the famine-stricken districts. 
(The Akhbdre Sowddgar (43) of the same, date expresses somewhat similar sen- 
timents). 


A correspondent of the same, com from Sholdépur under date 15th Octo- 


ber, states that while the grain-dealers of this town sell jow4ri at 7 seers per 
rupee, Government sells at the Collector’s office 9 seers for a rupee; but all 
people cannot get grain at the Government cheaper rate. Very little grain 
comes from outside, and people still complain of dearness. There is very little 

in in this district ; and unless Government supplies food to the people, they 
are likely to die from starvation. The writer also says that Government has 
opened relief works, and pays wages to the labourers ; but unless it supplies them 
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with grain to subsist upon, they are likely to be victims of starvation. Itis said 
that several people cannot get food for two or three days at a time, and several 
others subsist upon asmall quantity. Several maintain themselves on the roots 
of. certain wild plants. There is a fear of an epidemic breaking out among the 
people who live on such a scanty supply of food. One instance has already 
occurred. About four or five miles from Shold4pur there is the village of 


-Konta. Government has employed about thirty thousand men to excavate the 


old tank at this village, and cholera-has broken out among them. The day 
before yesterday ten men died of this epidemic. From a fear of the epidemic 
spreading more, the work has been stopped and the labourers have been ordered 
to move to another place. The writer is afraid that by the moving of the 
people cholera will spread in the country, and asks Government to open relief 
works in places where workmen can get a good supply of water to drink and 
to supply them both with grain and medical aid. »Government is exhorted to 
commence supplying food without delay. 


The same writer, in his letter of the 16th October, after approvingly men- 
tioning that the Collector of Shol4pur is raising money from the rich and afflu- 
ent people of the town without interest on hisown guarantee, payable after six 
months, and is also arranging to bring grain from other parts of the country to 
provide a sufficient quantity of it for the district which contains little or no 
grain, says that this day a man died near the Collector’s office of starvation. 
He must have had to remain without food for four or five days. The Collector 


gave him food yesterday, but he died of exhaustion. 


The Rdst Goftar (44) of the 15th October states that the threatened famine 
has shown signs of its commencement, not only in the seven districts of this 
Presidency, namely, Khandesh, Ndsik, Ahmednavar, Poona, Shola4pur, Kalddgi 
and Dharwar, but in some parts of the Madras Presidency also. The Rast 
Goftdér then gives a sad and graphic account of the miseries of the people arising 
from a scarcity of food and water. It says that food grains have risen doubly 
in price. The ryots have commenced to subsist on prickly-pear and other wild 
vegetation. On account of the absence of food, cattle die in numbers or are let 
loose to go wheré they like. Crime is increasing. The grain-dealers do not 
bring out their stores, and bands of the ryots roam about in search of under- 
ground grain stores. Poor persons are said to have sold or abandoned their 
children in the Dharmash4él4s. In Dharwar a gang of one hundred men com- 
mitted a theft, and were glad that the police had apprehended them as they 
were certain to be fed by Government while in prison. The ryots of the Deccan 
are not rich like those of Guzerat, and live from hand to mouth. The Hdst 
Goftér then says that Government is aware of this miserable state of the Deccan 
ryots and of its getting worse day by day. After noticing the different relief 
works sanctioned by Government in the several threatened districts of the— 
Deccan, it requests Government to be prepared to multiply these works as the 
famine assumes more horrible forms hereafter. 


Municipalitres. 


The Samsher Béhddur (50) of the 13th October, but received on the 16th, 
complains that though the monsoon is over the Municipality of Ahmedabad has 
not yet filled up the holes or removed the mounds of earth which disfigure the 
souls of the pols or streets of that city and which hinder the running of carriages 
over these roads. The Samsher also complains that the municipality has not 
made proper arrangements for providing water to the people of the town from 
the pipes which bring the water of the Sdbarmati into the town. The stand- 
cocks put up in some places do not supply water soon, and women are seen 
fighting at fitic watering-places to fill their pots before each other. 
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Railways. 

The Broach Wartamdn (54) of the 16th October contains a 
** The Tyranny of a European.” It says that on the night of the 7th 
young Pérsi, employed on the Broach Station of the B. B. and C. I. Railw 
who was shunting carriages in the station yard, received an order from the 
stationmaster to take some carriages over the railway bridge. As it was night 
time and some Khaldsis were working on the bridge, the Pdrsi ordered the 
engine-driver to sound the whistle. No sooner was it sounded than a European 
gentleman came out of a carriage with great vehemence, and asked the Parsi 
the cause of sounding the whistle. The latter replied that it was done in ac- 
cordance with the rules of the railway. This did not satisfy the European, who 
was exasperated by the whistle disturbing the sleep of his wife who was in the 
carriage. He then made an assault on the Pdrsi both with his hands and legs. 
The Parsi did not retaliate, and went and complained to the stationmaster of 
the assault. Though there were about twenty-five witnesses who had witnessed 
the assault, the stationmaster told the Pérsi not to carry the complaint before 
a magistrate, and promised to make an oral report to the railway authorities. 
Even the oral report seems not to have been made. 


RISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 


Poona, 24th @ctober 1876. 
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The Public Administration. 


_. The Native Opinion (2) of the 22nd October has a leader, headed ‘ Lawéd 
Courts,” in which it observes that the justice dispensed by our. English Courts 


is, no doubt, of an excellent kind ; but it is notoriously expensive and dilatory, | 


and these two great defects render the English Courts of Justice distasteful 
to the common ryots of this country. This unpopularity has been steadily 
increasing for several years past; and to it the recent ‘establishment of the 
Lawéd Courts in several towns of the Deccan, may be traced. Several public- 
spirited Native gentlemen have been very assiduously exerting themselves to 
establish and multiply these popular and cheap institutions in this part of the 
country. ‘The writer in the Native Opinion is aware of the many difficulties 
which stand in the way of this popular movement enduring long and achieving 


the success its promoters expect from it; but he is hopeful, and exhorts these 


promoters to persevere in the good work and to be watchful. He then gives 
a brief account and some statistics of the work done by the Lawdd Courts of 
Poona and Ind4pur, and expresses satisfaction at the work achieved by them. 
Then alluding to the hostile spirit evinced towards these young popular insti- 
tutions by some subordinate judges, the Native Opinion remarks that it does not 
know the grounds of this hostility, but only refers to the fact that a petition, 
very numerously signed by the ryots of the Ind4pur Taluka, has been presented 


to the Bombay Government, complaining of the vexatious obstacles thrown by 


the subjudge of the Court of Pdtas in registering the awards given by the 


Lawdd Court of Indépur. The article concludes with a suggestion to all the 


Lawéd Courts to send petitions to the Legislative Council of the Government 
of India, to afford more facilities to the working of these popular institutions, 
when it remodels the Civil Procedure Act VIII. of 1859. (The Arunodaya (7) 


of the same date, also writing an article on the same subject, supports a petition 


sent by the people of Poona to the Supreme Government, praying it to insert 

provisions in the Civil Procedure Act affording greater facilities for the work- 

ing and more general use of the popular Lawdd Courts, which, the Arunodaya 

aay® _ more suitable to the wants of the people than the Government Civil 
ourts. 


The Arunodaya (7) of the 22nd and the Suryedaya (4) of the 23rd October 
do not think it either wise or graceful in the Government of India to hold the 
great Darbdr of Delhi at sucha crisis when one of the important and integral 
parts of the British Indian Empire is brought to death’s door by an awful and 
extensive famine. The Darbar is to celebrate a joyous event, and, therefore, the 
present is certainly not the appropriate time to be selected for such a celebra- 
tion. Government ought to give all its energy and resources to the urgent and 
imperative work of saving the millions of its starving subjects whom death is 
staring hard in the face, before it can think of grand tamash4s and pompous 
rejoicings. The writers are aware that the date of the Darbar was fixed when 
there was no probability whatever of the famine which now threatens this presi- 
dency; but they observe that the Darbér is an event which may, without any 
inconvenience and without any loss whatever, be deferred to some future date. 


The Belgaum Samachar (11) of the 23rd October has an editorial, headed 
“An Important Suggestion to Government.” Agriculture, says the writer, is 
the principal occupation on which the population of this country depends for 
its maintenance ; and it is also a notorious fact, that the country being very 
large, one or other part of it in every few years suffers from a failure of rain. 
The writer here refers to the experience of some past years in support of his 


last assertion. (Government is always under the painful necessity of feeding the 


population of some part or other, big or small, at the expense of the public 
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will give its favourable consideration to his suggestion. 


4 


more ease, Government should take a fixed part of its assessment in kind. It 
is not a new idea ; it is simply a revival of the good old practice of the indigenous 
Governments, a part of whose treasury generally consisted of corn in great 
quantities. There should be large Government granaries in the zillah towns. 
The corn should be received every year. The writer hopes that Government 


a 


' The Mélwan Samdchér (85) of the 16th October, but received on the 22nd, 
contains a communicated article, headed “ Will the Head of the Educational 
Department give his attention to this matter?” The communication opens 
with the very old and often-repeated observations, that of all the blessings 
conferred by the civilized English Government on this country popular educa- 
tion is the greatest; that Government does not favour and encourage this 
enlightening agency as liberally now as it used to do before; and that when 
Government finds itself short of money and exercises economy, the scissors 
first fall on the humblest, but very useful, workers of this department, namely 
the low-paid masters of the vernacular schools. The writer then refers to the 
recent Circular of the Department calling on all masters of the vernacular 
schools who have beeri appointed after 1865, either to join a training college 
and get a certificate of having passed an examination there, or to be prepared 
to be dismissed.. The Samdehdr complains of this circular as an unnecessary 
hardship on the poor masters. If the authorities wish to effect a reduction in 
the expenditure of the department, there are institutions and appointments 
under them which they can safely abolish, and effect a much handsomer saving 


than can be obtained by reducing the paltry salaries of the wretched masters of 


the vernacular schools. In the opinion of the writer the training colleges are 
altogether useless institutions. They have been in existence sufficiently long, 
but they have achieved no good result commensurate with the large expenditure 
they have entailed on the State. Departments other than the Educational re- - 
quire no schools for training their servants; and why should the Educational one 
alone need special institutions for the training of its servants ? Many persons who 
have never been in a training college are as efficient teachers as any sent out from 
these institutions. Again, these authorized manufactories of masters do not 
invariably turn out the best possible articles. Again, many of the subjects | 
taught in these colleges are of no use in the vernacular schools for which they 
profess to prepare their pupils. The writer also repeats the often-repeated 
Opinion of some vernacular newspapers, that the posts of Educational Inspectors 
are not of much use, and may be safely done away with. 


The Guzerat Mitra (89) of the 22nd October asks the question, What has 
become of the complaint made by one Kansér4 Prdnjiwan, a resident near the 
wad tree of Bhawdni, before the Second Class Magistrate of Surat, that a 
police officer and another policeman of Rander Fan hung him on a tree, 
threatened him with being cut to pieces with a sword, and severely beaten him ; 
and that he had lost some of his teeth from the beating? The complainant 
was sent to the civil hospital for treatment, and he has come out of it quite 
recovered from his sickness. What opinion has the Civil Surgeon given about 
the complainant’s sickness, and how has his complaint been disposed of ? 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 19th October, 
but received on the 22nd, observes that for many years past the pay of most 
of the schoolmasters of the province of Kattywar was not below rupees fifteen 
a month. But since the establishment of the Vernacular Training College a 
grade of twelve rupees has been made for the school-masters, who, in addition 
to their fixed monthly pay, receive allowances for results according to the 
system prevailing in the zillahs of the British Government. But on account of 
two reasons mentioned below, the school-masters do not get sufficient pay, and 
complain of their low salaries. The people of paige dsb have not yet learnt, 
like the people of the British zillahs, to appreciate education sufficiently ; and, 
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consequently, many of them engage their children in agricultural labour, and send. 
them to school only when there is no work for them in the field. Hence the 
labour spent upon these students by their masters, does not produce any benefit 
to the latter. Again, the prices of grain, &c., are higher in Kattywar than in 
the British zillahs. For these reasons, the writer requests the educational 
authorities to abolish the grade of 12 rupees, and to make the last grade not 
less than fifteen rupees, as is very considerably done in the State of Bhawnagar. 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from the village of Ghadi, in 
Taluka Pardntij, states that the well of this village was repaired with the 
sum of rupees two hundred given by Government; but on account of some 


mistake or carelessness of the T'aldti the well was not properly repaired, and 


in the last monsoon the chundm used in the work was washed away. Since then 
the water of the well is spoilt, and people who use it suffer from guinea-worm. 
The writer is afraid of more sickness being caused if the water is allowed to 
fs more, and requests the authorities concerned to remove the evil without 
delay. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 26th October says that gamblers 
have increased in the town of Ahmedabad. They are seen in many places not 
only in the town, but on the roads outside each of the town gates also. Chief 
Constable Mansukhrém only seems anxious to apprehend and bring to justice 
these offenders. Other policemen do not seem to be anxious to discharge 
this part of their duty. Some of them appear to wink at the evil; for, if they 
did not do so, the gamblers would be soon apprehended and the evil would 


soon disappear. The writer requests the attention of the City Police Inspector 


to this matter. 


The Jéme Jamsed (43) of the 23rd October condemns the increase recently 
made in the duty levied on Mowrd liquor sold in the liquor shops in Bombay. 
It observes that it is true that the complaint of the liquor shop-keepers will 
cease after a time and that the Government treasury will receive an additional 
amount of eight or ten lakhs of rupees every year. But financial considerations 
should not altogether put aside the question of the public health. The in- 
creased duty will necessarily lead to poisonous adulterations in order to put 
the liquor within the means of the poor consumers. It is very strange that the 
Government, which spends large sums for preserving the health of its subjects, 
should not bethink of the bad effect the increase in the duty will have on the 
quality, and should, for the sake of a few lakhs of rupees, increase the duty, and, 
thereby, induce liquor-sellers to sell adulterated poisonous mixture in the name 
of pure mowrd. The Jéme Jamsed requests the Health Officer of Bombay and 
the Commission appointed by Government to inquire whether the complaint 
of the liquor-sellers of Bombay is true, to obtain specimens of the liquor sold in 
the shops, and to examine them. It assures them that if the liquor is examined 
it will be found to contain fraudulent and poisonous adulterations prejudicial to 
the health of consumers. 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (44) of the 25th October expresses its disapproval 
of the extravagant expense which is to be made on the coming darbar at Delhi 
in honour of the proclamation of the assumption of the title of the Empress of 
India by Her Majesty the Queen. The grounds of the disapproval are similar 
to those expressed by the Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the week before last and 
noticed at some length in the summary of that week. 


The Rast Goftér (45) of the 22nd October observes that the last year’s 
report of the Cotton Fraud’s Department shows, that 87 cases of fraudulent 
mixture with cotton were inquired into this year, andin 73 cases only 
fines varying from rupees five to two hundred were inflicted. This report, 
however, does not state an important fact, viz :—how much cotton was found 
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mixed with how much rubbish, cotton seed, &c. Last year 1,62,983 bales were 
exported from the Southern Mahratta Country. Considering the vast extent of 
territory in which cotton was sown, and the equally large number of cultivators, 
the fifty-four cases of fraudulent mixture of cotton brought out by the or a0 
ment, appear to be a very small number, and prove that very few cases of fraud 
take place and very little cotton is fraudulently mixed. The question, then, 
naturally arises, Why should such a large and expensive department be main- 
tained for such a comparatively insignificant work ? . 


The Deshi Mitra (49) of the 26th October says that the Brahmins on the land- 
ing places on the bank of the river Tapti used to save drowning people, and 
a number of lives have been saved by them. They do not now do so, because, 
it is said, after achieving this humane work they have had to go to the, Fauj- 
dér’s Kacheri for two or four days in connection with it, and had to forego for 
so many days the rich dinners which they get from the charitable Natives. 
Persons who save human beings from drowning ought to get some reward ; but 
when instead of getting it they experience inconvenience for doing the humane 
work, it is no wonder they are averse to doit. Ifthe Brahmins really experi- 
ence incovenience from the Faujdar that officer ought to cease to cause it. The 
Deshi Mitra also requests the Superintendent of Police of the Surat District to 
re-appoint the tall Pardeshi sepoy to keep watch on the landing-places on the 
river where he was previously doing service, and whence he has _ been 
recently transferred to the Mandwi Divison. This policeman knows how to 


swim, and saved numerous lives from drowning while he was doing duty on the 
landing-places. : 


The Samsher Béhddur (51) of the 20th October, but received on the 24th, 
repeats the old complaint of the Native Press, that some of the political officers 
at the Native Courts exercise great authority over the Native Chiefs and 
Princes at whose courts they are appointed, and that these princes silentl 
submit to this treatment, being'sore afraid of the political officers doing them 
harm if they went against their wishes. The Government implicitly confides 
in the representations of its political officers, and threatens the Native Princes 
and Chiefs with its severe displeasure. Some of these political officers, though 
spending ten or twenty times the amount they get for their pay, purchase 
estates worth lakhs of rupees; but no one asks them how they contrive to do 
this? How long will this mystery continue ? Such a-thing goes on in many 


places, and to acquaint Government with it the above has been written so 
plainly. 


The Threatened Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 22nd October, in a very long leader, headed, 
‘‘ Suggestions to the People in regard to the famine,” observes that Government 
sppest? to have become a good deal awakened to its duty to the ryots of the 
afflicted districts on this dire occasion, and has adopted several measures to 
mitigate the evil effects of the calamity. Government, no doubt, deserves 
much praise and gratitude from the country for what it hasdone. The Indu 
Prakdsh cannot help observing, however, that the measures taken by Govern- 
ment appear to it inadequate. Government must be prepared for much greater 
exertions, if if means to cope with the calamity successfully. The famine 
seems to have extended over a vast area, comprising the greater part of this 
Presidency, and a considerable part of the Madras Presidency also ; and, there- 
fore, the efforts of Government must be commensurate with the great dimen- 
sions of the visitation. In the opinion of the Indu Prakdsh, a special agency 
should be created, as was done jn the case of the late Bengal famine, to organize 
and carry out the relief operations ; and an energetic and able officer like Sir 
- Richard Temple should he appointed at its head. The government of Sir 
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Philip Wodehouse should act as boldly as that of Lord Northbrook did. Re- 
ferring to the attacks made on the late Viceroy for his alleged waste of money 
on that occasion, the Indu Prakdsh.prays His Excellency not to be deterred 
from any fear of such critics, who become wise after the event. It is much 
wiser, and certainly more humane, to err on the safer side. The writer then 


turns his attention to the well-to-do Natives, and reads to them a long lecture 


on the urgent and great duty they owe to their more unfortunate fellow- 
countrymen of the famine-stricken districts. He upbraids them for enjoying 
the merry festival of the Diwali, while their brethren in the afflicted districts 
are dying of starvation and thirst and suffering extreme miseries summed up in 
the little but fearful word “ Famine.” He tells them that it is the deplorable 
want of active fellow-feeling and of true patriotism which renders them in the 
eyes of the civilized nations of the world so contemptible and unfit to perform 
anything really great and noble. He asks them to sge.how strongly the Chris- 
tian nations of Europe feel for the sufferings of their co,religionists of Servia 
and other Christian provinces of Turkey, and what great self-sacrifices they are 
cheerfully making for their deliverance. But we, Natives, see, without any 
active sympathy, our own brethren starving from famine within a few hundred 
miles from us; nay, we are not even rendering our co-operation to the bene- 
volent foreign Government in the noble work which it has undertaken, and 
which is no less ours than its own. Nothing can be more shameful and deplo- 
rable than this apathy. We know our people are not destitute of benevolence 
and charity. But these noble feelings have unfortunately taken a wrong 
direction, and flow in wrong channels. Our benevolence and charity are 
generally either ostentatious or superstitious. We will spend either to get 
a eile € misnamed fame, or to support idleness, and do such other silly 

roperly speaking, every well-wisher of his country, every social 
leader, the religious heads of every creed and sect, every public association, 
whether political or religious,—in short, every man who has wealth or influence— 
must consider it his duty to exert his power and give his help to the sacred 
work of saving millions of his countrymen from starvation. The work is urgent 
and brooks no delay. It must be done promptly and energetically. It is a 
work in which all can join without any compromise whatever of their respective 
religious and other differences. It is also a work of saving a class on the labor 
of which all of us depend for subsistence, and, therefore, to do it as well and as 
promptly as we can is both our duty and our interest. : 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 22nd October, in an editorial, headed, ‘“‘ The 
Relief Works in the Famine-stricken Districts,” observes that seeing the great 
distress to which the ryotsof the afflicted districts are reduced at this very 
beginning of the calamity, it is awful to contemplate what miseries and woes 
are in store for them in future. There is a scarcity not only of food, but even 
of water in many places. In this awful crisis itis the duty of every good and 
charitable person whom God has blessed with means to help his suffering 
brethren, to contribute as much as he can for their relief. Itis also the dut 
of Government to put forth its mighty resources to save the afflicted mullions 
from starvation and crimes. The writer then briefly notices the relief measures 
taken by the Bombay Government for the benefit of the different famine-strick- 
en districts and recently published for general information, and observes that 
these-measures will, doubtless, mitigate the evilfor some time. The Opinion 
fears, however, that Government will have to devise and adopt much 
larger meassures as the calamity assumes a fiercer form, in order to be able 
to cope with it successfully. The quantity of food grains in the country is, 


no doubt, insufficient ; but the scarcity, the Opinion suspects, is much intensified 


and the distress is aggravated among the ryots by the speculations of the 

ain-dealers. The writer highly approves of the resolutions of the Munici- 
palities of Satara, Poona and other great towns, to buy corn from cheap markets 
and to sell it in the muincipal shops at moderate rates to the poor. The article 


a 


8 
concludes with a brief allusion to the relief meeting recently held at Bombay 
under the presidency of Sir Jamsetji Jijibhoy, in which a sum of Res. 26,000 


was subscribed on the spot, and with an earnest appeal to the wealthy classes 


of the capital of Western India to come forward with a liberal aid to their 
suffering countrymen on this dire occasion. ae 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 22nd October has a long article, headed 
“The Present State of the Ryots in the Famine-striken Districts.” The 
reports of the Collectors of the famine-stricken districts, says the writer, show 
that the condition to which the ryots are reduced from the utter failure of rain 
is extremely miserable. The usual water supply of the people is fast failing in 
many places. It seems that Government will have to provide food and water for 
about 22 lakhs of ryots, and therefore will have to incur an expenditure of 
about 30,00,000 rupees. Government contemplates taking forward the Khadak- 
wasla Canal as far as Warwand, and commencing the much-talked-of railway 
line from Dhond to Manmdd. Inthe Shold&pur District the calamity has 
assumed a more frightful form. The wretched ryots are selling their cattle as 
cheap as two or four annas per head. It is said a man exchanged his cow for 
only one piece of bread! The poor people maddened with distress forget their 
religion, and make over their cattle to butchers. Thousands of ryots are 
migrating with their families into the territories of the Nizam. The Govern- 
ment has opened relief works for the benefit of the distressed ; but only persons 
of strong bodies and not burdened with families can avail themselves of this 
benefit. The rest find themselves obliged to migrate in search of food. Several 
villages have become depopulated. Crimes are fast multiplying. The house ~ 
of a Bhisti was plundered a few days ago by a band of dacoits at Sholdpur. 
At Birpur the house of a wealthy Banid4 was looted, and property worth about 
22,000 rupees was carried away. In a village near Bagalkot some robbers 
attempted to plunder an underground grain store. But in the mean time the 
police come up. A struggle ensued in which a person is said to have been killed. 
It is also said that the police commenced to do the same thing which it came 
to prevent the dacoits from perpetrating! Cholera also has made its appearance 
to aggravate the calamity. At the K4mti Tal4w works, where about 3,000 
workmen were employed, but ten persons died of the epidemic, and the 
authorities were obliged to stop these works for a time, Government is requested 
to provide medical aid and take sanitary precautions against the evil, for the 
appearance of which there are several probablities at the present time. In the 
concluding para. the article briefly refers to some public meetings recently 
held at Bombay and other places to raise subscriptions for the benefit of the 
the sufferers from the famine, and also to the rumour that His Excellency 
the Governor has declined to go to the Delhi Darbdr and remains here to see 
that the humane work of saving the ryots of his presidency from famine is 
carried on effectively; and expresses great gratification that the great autho- 


rities are earnestly bent to perform their duty to the suffering millions as fully 
as they can. | 


The same, under the head “ News from the Famine Districts,” publishes 
letters from its correspondents from Dharwar, Ahmednagar, Nasik, the Karné- 
tak, Mohol, and W4i. The Dharwar correspondent gives the happy news of 
the recent fall of rain at that place. But the letters of all other correspondents 
relate the same sad tale of woe and distress suffered by the unfortunate ryots 
of their respective places, and call on the authorities to give them relief. 


The Jagan Mitra (8) of the 23rd October publishes a very long letter under 
the signature of ‘ An Observer of the Condition of the Cultivating Classes.” 
The writer describes, at much length, the various causes of the poverty which 
prevails in the Konkan generally, and in the Ratndgiri District in particular. 
He then states that the Konkan greatly depends upon the prosperity of the 
Desh or the more fruitful country above the ghauts ; and as the latter country 
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is suffering this year from an extensive dire famine, the ryots of the Konkan are 
sure to be involved in the calamity. He, therefore, requests the good and 
popular Collector of Ratn4giri to open relief works for the benefit of the suffer- 
ing ryots. The Editor of the Jagan Mitra supports the above prayer of his 
correspondent, and requests Mr. Crawford not only to open relief works, but 
even to obtain the permission of Government to remit a part of the land assess- 
ment, and to realize the remainder in a way more convenient to the ryots than 
the usual rules on the subject. : 


The Nydya Sindhu (18) of the 23rd October observes that Major Manson, 
the Executive Engineer of the Ahmednagar District, has opened some relief 
works for the benefit of the starving ryots; but his subordinates entrusted with 
the management of the works, refuse to employ any but the strongest men as 
labourers. If the above news be true, it is very wrong in those subordinates to 
act in this manner. It1is manifestly inconsistent with the object for which the 
works have been opened. The Executive Engineer is requested to inquire 
into this matter and to give proper instructions to his Subordinates. — 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 20th October, but received on the 22nd; 
opens with a leader, headed ‘‘ The Frightful Aspect of the Famine, and Sugges- 
tions to Government.’ ‘The writer alludes to the great distress prevailing in 
the famine districts, and deplores the supposed inactivity of Government. 
The observations made in this article have already appeared in other papers, 
and, therefore, need no fuller notice here. 


The same, in its local column, notices, at some length, the various useful 
works which the good Collector of Satara has procured the sanction of Govern- 
ment to execute, and which will shortly commence for providing employment 
and relief to the distressed ryots. By his exertions also corn, which was not 
to be had even for money has become procurable. He has made arrangements 
to get corn worth about 25,000 rupees for the use of the people employed on the 
relief works. 


A correspondent of the Kalpataru'(16) of the 22nd October, writing from 
Karméla, in giving an account of the extreme distress to which the people of 
that taluka are reduced, observes that most of the cattle of the taluka have 


died, or are on the point of death from starvation. The ryots are migrating in 


large bodies into the territories of the Nizam in search of food. Villages 
containing one hundred families, now scarcely contain twenty. Several 
villages have been completely abandoned. In several places there is dearth, not 
only of food, but of water also. In the town of Karméla itself the water supply 
will last only for some days. In the market of this town cows are sold for two 
annas, and bullocks for four annas a head, and still no purchasers are tobe 
found. 


A correspondent of the Khandesh Wairbhaw (17) of the 20th October, but 
received on the 24th, prays the President of the Dhulia Municipality to abolish 
the Municipal town duties on corn in these days of famine, and thereby to give 
some small relief to the people of Dhulia. , 


A correspondent of the Swadesh Mitra (30) of the 21st October, but received 
on the 28rd, writing from Akdalkot, says that many people, becoming desperate 
from hunger commit dacoities and robberies, and even the police is suspected. 
of abetting these crimes. On the 14th instant ; the house of the Mamledér him- 
self was broken into and a robbery committed. The writer briefly refers to 
several cases of the same crime. The authorities concerned are requested to 
do something to mitigate the evil. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 24th October disapproves of the resolu- 


| tion passed by Government on the report of the Collector of Nasik, to levy the 


full amount of the assessment from the ryots of that district whose fields have 
produced 8 annas of their usual crops, and to forego the first instalment only 


10 


in cases in which the crops have been less than eight annas. The grins: of 
this resolution is too obvious to need pointing out. Government will be gra- 
cious enough not to exercise any severity towards the poor ryots who have 
come under more or less distress, and not to give them cause to make com- 
plaints and be dissatisfied. It is true that by such a course there would be some 
more loss in the revenue of Government. But the best course under these cir- 
cumstances is to exercise economy in the expenses of the administration and 
in those intended to be made in connection with the proclamation of the Impe- 
rial title by Her Majesty the Queen in January next. 


The Jdme Jamsed (43) of the 25th October says that prices of corn have 
considerably gone up in Bombay, producing great discomfort to the middle 
and lower classes of the population, and requests Government to import corn 
into Bombay from Bengal and Burmah, where there is plenty of it. It 1s said 
and believed that Bombay cannot suffer from high prices, as it is a port to 
which corn from different places comes by sea and from the Mofussil with 
which it is connected by the railway. This is usually true; but on account of 
the famine prevailing in the Deccan and the Southern Maratha Country a great 
deal of bdjri, jaw4r, rice, wheat and other articles of consumption are carried 
by the rail into the famished districts; and, consequently, the prices of these 
articles have considerably risen. Bombay is thus a feeder of the famine-stricken 
districts; and in order to enable it to continue to do so, corn must be imported 
into Bombay from Bengal and Burmah. If the Bombay Bazar is well stocked 
with corn, it can supply corn cheap to the famished districts. If, on the other 
hand, famine prices fale in Bombay itself, corn sent by it into the distressed 
provinces will necessarily be very dear; and to avoid this, corn ought to be 
imported from Bengal and Burmah, where it is so very plentiful and cheap. 
This work private persons cannot do, and it can only be done by Government, 


which ought, without the least delay, to set about getting corn from the above 
mentioned countries. 


The Rédst Goftdér (45) of the 22nd October opens with a short notice of 
this famine. It says that the severity of the famine is increasing day by day. 
Government has sanctioned the sum of thirty lakhs of rupees for opening relief 
works in the extensive famine stricken districts of the Deccan. But, considering 
the large extent of territory over which the calamity has fallen and the time 
for which it will continue, the sanctioned amount seems to be inadequate to 
relieve so many districts from starvation and death. There is a particular reason 
for entertaining a fear that the impending famine will, when it serious envelopes 
the Deccan, commit great mischief. The whole of the Deccan population 
is agricultural. There are little or no manufactures in it. The people live 
from the hand to mouth, and have no savings to fall back upon. Such a, popu- 
lation is certain to suffer heavily from the famine which has stricken the Deccan. 
Some idea of their great poverty and distress may be formed from the fact 
that in Mordrji Gokuldds’ Cotton Mill at Sholdpur labourers were willing to work 
for one anna per day, and when they were engaged and paid one and a half 
anna they slept in the open grounds of the mill through the fear of their not 
being employed if other labourers came next day earliar than they. The Rdst 
Goftar then praises Mr. Mordrji Gokuldds and other Shetids of Bombay for 


exerting themselves to raise subscriptions in aid of the famine-stricken Deccan 
ryots. | 


. The same, in another leader, headed ‘ Terrible Distress in the South,” 
after repeating several stirring statements in regard to this famine which 
have already appeared in other papers and been noticed in these summaries, 
the Rdst Goftdr states that in Barsi three children were sold for one sher of 
_jawdri each. The Rast Goftér concludes this notice with a mention of the sub- 
scriptions which are raised in Sholdpur, Ahmednagar, W4i, Poona and Bombay 
by private persons for the relief of distress in the famine districts, and of the 
relief works opened in these districts by Government. It also observes that 
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these works have given employment to thousands of able-bodied men ; but no 
aid is yet given to grown up children and old and sick men who cannot 
work. They must be expecting death by starvation. 


A correspondent of the same gives some description of the distress prevail- 
ing in Khandesh on account of the failure of the rain. From Nergaon, a village 
situated about twenty miles to the west of Dhulia, to Nerij4mti there was no 
rain. The crops are burntup. The food grains are getting dear day by day. 
Grass also is very dear. The country from Jdéikheda towards Nasik and the 
latter district is also without rain. In the south also there has been no sowing of 
crops ; the people hereof however expect that grain will be supplied to them from 
other parts by the railway. They are, however, under great anxiety from want 
of water, and their cattle suffer from want of fodder. ‘The cattle are sold very 
cheap, and cattle-dealers of the Surat Zillah are buying them in numbers. Many 
villages of the Nawdpur division have been deserted on account of an absence 
of water. This division and its boundaries are inhabited by Bhils, Mawchias, 
Washawds, Walwis, Kotld4s and Manthwddids, who are reputed thieves; and the 
absence of crops in their villages will, the people of Khandesh are sore afraid, 
let them lose on the country to commit plunder and rapine. | 


Another correspondent of the same graphically describes the distress pre- 
vailing in the T4sgaon Taluka of the Satara Zillah. He says that rain having 
failed in this taluka this year signs of a famine have begun to show themselves. 
This year one month later than the usual time the fields of half the taluka 
were sown, and the lands of the remaining half taluka were not sown at all. 
Since then there has been a complete failure of the rains here. The people of 
this part prayed the Collector of Satara to start some works which would give 
them food to subsist upon. But the Collector has ordered the municipality of 
Tdsgaon to buy corn worth rupees 2,300 and to sell it to the people of the 
taluka at the cost‘price. This arrangement, however, will not benefit the people, 
as they have no money to purchase corn, and the Sowkars refuse to advance 
them any money. The writer states that he has personally seen the poor 
people of the 49 villages of this taluka even with their young children remain 
without food for three or four days together! Jawdri was sold here before at four 

dilis per rupee ; but now it is to be had at 7 seers only. Grain used to come 
se from the Chiplun Bunder only ; but it does not come now, as the dealers 
are afraid of its being plundered on the way. The writer requests the Collec- 
tor of Satara to make some efficient arrangement for the supply of corn. The 
people of the villages here come to the Mdmledér and the Munsif in bands of 
one hundred or one hundred and twenty-five, and pray them to give them some 
work. One of these bands being disappointed at not finding work, made bold 
to tell the Md4mledér that if no work was given to it, it would be compelled 
to do what it can to obtain food! Crime is increasing. The ryots steal 
corn, and are glad when caught to go to prision as they get food while 
under confinement. The ryots of one village opened an underground store 
of grain, distributed the corn among themselves, and sent a written acknow- 
ledgment to the owner of the granary, stating their having done so and 
containing a promise to return the grain at one and half times its quantity 
at the next harvest! After stating that there is some chance yet for rabi 
crops if rain fall within the next fortnight, the writer appeals to the charit- 
able public of Bombay to send some relief to the starving ryots of this 


taluka. 


Several other papers besides those which have been noticed above, contain 
articles and communications on this now pes em, topic of the day. They 
all give shorter or longer descriptions of the distress prevailing in the afflicted 
districts, and thankfully notice the relief measures which Government has gra- 
ciously adopted and = have been recently published for public informa- 


tion. 
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Municrpalities. 


_ The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 26th October requests the Muni- — 
cipality of Ahmedabad to water the roads and make other appropriate sanitary 
arrangements in the quarters outside the town where people congregate on 
certain holidays. On the last Daserd holiday the Municipal Secretary very 
wisely watered the roads of the quarter parrers f the town hans people congre- 
gated. J’he arrangement proved very comfortable to the people. In the last 
Diwali holidays the people congregated, as usual, near the Sdrangpur4 gate ; 
but the roads leading from that gate to Narsinhji on the one side and to Réjpur 
on the other were not watered, and the dust on the roads proved very annoy- 
ing to the people whose holiday clothes were spoiled by it. The Hitechchhu 
requests the Municipality to pass a general resolution to water the roads of the 


quarters outside the town on the holidays on which people congregate in those 
quarters, 


The Bombay Samachar (42) of the 26th October, after expressing its great 
approval of the praiseworthy efforts of the Police Commissioner and the Muni- 
cipal Commissioner of Bombay to introduce improved hack buggies in Bombay, 
requests the ‘Town Council to make an effort to improve the bullock reklds or 
hackeries which are so very extensively used by the Natives. The bullock 
hackeries have a defect which is more serious than that in the hack buggies, an 
attempt to remove which is being made. While ascending a hackery a person 
has to stand at the hind legs of one of the bullocks, and stand the chance of being 
kicked by the animal. Many persons are kicked by the animal while attempt- 
ing to get into the hackery. Again, the person ascending into the carriage 
has to put the first step on a slender bamboo hung high up, and has, therefore 
to take a leap upon the bamboo. If the person fails to take a firm step on this 
bamboo, he falls on the ground between the hind legs of the animal and one 
of the wheels of the carriage, where he stands the chance of being kicked by 
the animal and run over by the carriage. The descending from this hackery 
is equally troublesome and dangerous. The inconvenience and danger of getting 
into and out of this carriage is particularly felt by women and old and infirm 
persons, To remove this serious defect of the bullock hackery the Samdchdr 
recommends that the convenience of getting into and out of the carriage 
should be made from the hind part of the carriage, by fixing an iron step to the 
carriage on that side, altering the direction of the seats, and making a few 
otber alterations, which the writer asserts may be made in the existing hackeries 
by their owners without much expense. The Municipalities can easily induce 
them to do this, if it foregoes the tax on carriages thus improved for a specified 
period. The Samdchdér requests ‘the attention of the Town Council to the 
above suggestions, and prays it to the induce the Police Commissioner and 
the Municipal Commissioner to adopt them. 


Native States. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 22nd October, in an article, headed, Intro- 
duction of the Jury System in the Indore State,” observes that a good 
judicial system is one of the desiderata in the administration of the Native States 
of the country. The foremost States of Indore, Jeypore and Baroda, however, 
have adopted the British judical system, and established in their territories “_ 
and lower courts for the dispensation of justice, and they are said to work well. 
The State of Indore has taken one step further and has introduced the jury 
system. The juries are to help the judges in deciding not only the criminal 
cases but even civil ones of importance. The Native Opinion is much pleased 
to noitce this important improvement introduced by the Mahdrdj4 Holkar. 
The article concludes with publishing the rules the Indore Darbdr has made to 
regulate this new institution. 
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A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 19th October, 
but received on the 22nd, writing from Edar, says that the debt of this State 
increases day by day. When the late Mahdrdj4 Jawdnsingji died in Sanwat 
1924 the State had a debt of four lakhs of rupees. Since then the two: daughters 

Of the deceased and the young Mahd4r4j4 married and the latter had to go 
i to Bombay to pay his respects to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ; 
| and for all these things a new debt of about three lakhs of rupees has been 
incurred. If the Mahdrd4j4 goes to the coming Delhi Darbar he will have to 

incur a further debt of about one lakh of rupees. The annual income of this 

State is about three lakhs of rupees, and about twenty-five or thirty thousand 

rupees are under the present administration saved annually. Thus, there is no 

chance of the debt being paid off before the Japti under which it is is removed. 


! The Bombay Samachdr (42) of the 25th October expresses surprize that the 
: British Government or its Political Agent at Gwalior has not expressed its 
- disapproval to His Highness Jaydjiraw Sindia for his spending the extravagant 
rd amount of twenty lakhs of rupees on the superb palace he has built at Gwalior, 
a and which is said to be superior to even some of the renowned old Indian 
e: buildings. If it was usual with the paramount British Government to permit 
| : Native Princes and Chiefs to spend as much money as they like on works of 
: pleasure without any expression on its part about their doing so, there was no 
cause for surprize in the case of the Mahdraj4 of Gwalior. But it is not so. 
| The paramount Government does not willingly permit the Native Chiefs and 
2 Princes to spend extravagant amounts on works of pleasure, and hence it is very 
: surprizing the authorities have kept silence in the case of His Highness Jaya- 
es jiraw Sindia. The Anglo-Indian press also has, it is equally surprizing to see, 
| instead of censuring the Gwalior Chief, set about praising him and his new 
alace. Considering the extent and revenue of the Gwalior State and the 
| fakward condition of its ryots in material prosperity and educational progress, 
: the sum of twenty lakhs spent on the palace and another sum of nine lakhs 
| spent in furnishing and beautifying it, cannot but be condemned as extra- 
. vagant waste. Had this total amount of twenty-nine lakhs been spent upon 
the above mentioned wants of the subjects of that State, it would have consi- 
derably benefited them. The Samdchdr suspects that because the new ag 
was built for giving a welcome to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales at 
his recent visit to this country, the extravagant building is praised on all 
sides without finding fault with the owner of it for lavishing on it money 
which he should have spent to better advantage. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
oG Reporter on the Native Press. ee 
ot Office of the Director of Public Instruction, a 
a | Poona, 31st October 1876. on. 
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The Public Administration. 


* 


~ A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 30th October oncemore es 


repeats the o d complaint, about the great injustice committed to the ryots of 
the Indm village of Morwe in its late survey assessment. To their last re- 
hamgag ou on the subject, Government sends a reply to the ryots that, as the 


evenue Commissioner and the Collector of the district say that the complaints — ) 
are groundless, nothing can be done in the matter ; but the correspondent com- _ 


plains that neither of these above-mentioned officers ever came to the vil 


and ascertained personally whether the allegations of the complaints were true | 
or otherwise, and yet they thought it proper to inform Government that the 


complaints were not true. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 80th October, in a leader, referring to the 
mild protest said to have been submitted by the High Court of the North-West 
Provinces against the resolution of the Government of India on the much- 
noised Fuller ease, observes that as the High Court expressed its opinion on 
the merits of that ease at the bidding of the Lieutenant-Governor, it was extra- 
judicial, and, therefore, the Government of India is perfectly right to express 
its own views on the same subject. Had the High Court gone into the case in 
a-regular and systematic mode, and passed a decision on the case, and had the 
Government of India criticised and over-ruled that decision, the proceeding of 
the latter would have been clearly wrong. But, as it is, no fault can be rea- 
sonably found with what Lord Lytton’s Government did in the matter. 


The Mahdrdéstra Mitra (5) of the 26th October, but received on the 31st, 
in noticing the removal of Ab&é Saheb Mahérd4j, the adopted son of the late 
Réni of Satara, from the old royal palace, observes that this forcible ousting of 
this last descendant of Shiwdji from the houses of his royal ancestors by the 


English authorities, is denounced by the people of Satara as a great injustice . 


and tyranny on the part of Government, and is universally regarded with 
Sorrow. 


The Shiwdjt (28) of the 27th October, but received on the 29th, has a long 
article, headed ‘* A Consideration of the Object and Use of the(coming) Darbar 
at Delhi.” The people, says the Shiwdji, are very much puzzled as to the 
object and use of the great Darbdér, which Government is to hold on the ap- 

roaching New Year’s Day at Delhi. The imperial or paramount power of the 
nglish Government has been long practically acknowledged in this country. 


The fact was even formally recognized by the Native Princes and populations 


only last year when H. R. H. the Prince of Wales honoured this country with 
his visit.. If it was required to be proclaimed to Europe, that object was gained 
by the passing of the Royal Title’s Act in Parliament, and by issuing a procla- 
mation of the title in London. Under these circumstances, what is the object 
or use of this great and expensive show which is to take place at Delhi? The 
English-disapprove of and despise all empty shows, and ridicule the Eastern 
nations for this weakness; yet they seem, in the matter of these darbars, to 
imitate the Orientals. The English nation sanctioned only about eleven lakhs 
of rupees for the expenses of the Indian tour of H.,R. H. the Prince of Wales; 
but the Indian Government is going to spend about fifty lakhsfor the ceremony 
of proclaiming the new title Her Majesty has been pleased to assume in connec- 
tion with this country. This is really surprising. Again, the assumption of 


the direct government of this country by Her Majesty, a much more important — 


event, was effected without any pompous darbér. Again, the present is, by no 
means, a very prosperous time for this country. The treasury 1s already suffer- 
ing from the high rate of the European Exchange. A dreadful famine is staring 
us hard in the face. And yet Government is making very grand and expensive 
preparations for the Darbér of Delhi. Have our wise English rulers contracted 
this vice of making useless shows and wasting the public money from their 
Asiatic subjects ? If they have, it is achange much to be deplored, both for 
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good for us that they should copy our vices and wea . 
writer in the Shiwdj eannot believe that the far-sighted 


can be making all this expenditure for the approaching darbdr at De Ih yr “Ss 


a mere idle show. They must have some wise and worthy object in this affaiz 
The writer thinks that Government may possibly make some important conces- 


sions to the Native Chiefs and people, t) commemorate this great and grand 
event. (The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 30th October also has an editorial express-— 


ing views somewhat similar to the above. ) 


The same publishes a letter from Gopd] Narsinraw Destnantes who styles 
himself an agent and muktidr of the ryots of the talukas of the Poona ‘district. 


This writer stutes that the ryots of the Ind4pur, Bhimthari and Karmdla talu- 


kas being afflicted with a famine, arenow in great distress. Many of them 
have abandoned their houses, and have gone out in search of food. The re- 
maining ones are too poor to pay the fees in these hard days, and have with- 
drawn their children from schools. He, therefore, requests the Director of 
Public Instruction to make the Government schools of these talukas free until 
the famine is over. 


The Swadesh Mitra (30) of the Ist November joins some of its contempors- 


vies in blaming Government for holding the grand and expensive darbdr at 


Delhi, while thousands of ryots of this presidency are dying from starvation ; 
and observes that the money which Government is going to spend om empt 
shows and needless festivities, and that which it is compelling the Native 
Chiefs to lay out for a journey to Delhi and for other preparations, ought to be 
applied for mitigating the dire distress which the afflicted districts are suffering 
so dreadfully. 


The Arya Warta (36) of the 28th October, but received on the 31st, ob-.° 


serves that in these days of dearth the Government servants of the lower 
grades are suffering severely, and asks Government to be gracious enough 
to grant them an extra-allowance during this hard period, as was done before. 


The Bombay Samdchér (42) of the 30th October, in noticing the acquittal 
of the Gunner of the Battery of the Royal Artillery, at Saugor, who was tried 
in the Court of Sessions at Allahabad, for causing hurt to a punkah-coolie, who 
had immediately died from the hurt, observes that the result of this trial is one 
more instance of the very frequent occurrence of Europeans charged with caus- 
ing the death of Natives, eseaping i The deceased coolie was a punkah- 
puller in the barrack of the accused, and had gone to sleep while pulling the 
punkah at night; and the ‘accused had, with his heavy boots on, kicked the 
deceased on his belly, from the effects of which he shortly died. The jury 
which tried the accused admitted the fact, that the Gunner had kicked the 
coolie on the belly, but observed that the kicks were not given with the object 


of killing him, and the deceased died from one of the kicks having ruptured his 


rotten spleen. The jury, thereupon, declared the accused not gu 
charge brought against him, and the trying judge has acquitted him. The 
result of this trial, observes the Samdchdr, has created considerable surprise. 
We know that persons inflicting a small beating upon others, without intention 
of killing them, but effecting their death, are liable to imprisonment for a cer- 
tain time; and we know also that they have been sentenced to such a punish- 
ment ; but we have not seen anybody who has been found guilty of this offence 
declared not guilty and acquitted. No Native charged and found guilty of this 
offence has ever been acquitted. Due justice has not, it is apparent, been done 


in the disposel ‘of’ the charge against the accused Gunner. This opinion is 


strengthened by Colonel Smith, the trying Judge, expressing his dissent from 


the verdict of the jury. The Samdchdr is equally surprised to hear that hae: 
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jury which tried the Gunner, contained some Natives, and they too agre 
their European brother-jurors in giving the verdict of not guilty. 


The Jéme Jamsed (43) of the 30th October is sorry to find 


¥ 


are addicted to the vice of lotteries. After briefly stating what and how gre 
evils were, at one time, produeed by lotteries and raffles, it says that Govern 
ment has very wisely passed a law prohibiting this respectable mode of gamblin 
and inflicting a heavy punishment on those who break this law, in order t 
protect the people from becoming immoral. For a long time this law he 


salutary effect of putting down lotteries and raffles; but, latterly, an attempt 


was made to revive them and to make the law a dead letter. In the North- 
West Provinces and other places lotteries on horse races commenced, and the 
people were again excited to run after this vice. Government very wisely at 
this time resolved to bring this law inte foree more strictly, and gave intima- 


tion to the proprietors of newspapers, that they would be punished according” 


to the law, if they published notiees of the lotteries in their papers. While 
Government did this praiseworthy act, it has, very strangely, commenced to 
encourage lotteries in certain other cases, partstntield for giving support to 
desirable and useful works. It first gave permission to open a lottery for a 
boarding school at Bandora. This lured other persons to think of taking out 
lotteries. Government.then gave permission to take out a lottery on the estate 
at Lonanli belonging to a gentleman. There seems no good reason whatever 
why Government has granted permission in the latter case. Recently Govern- 
ment has granted its permission to a lottery for the benefit of a church or 
temple ; and it seems likely that it will grant similar leave to a number of per- 
sons. Thus, Government has commenced to encourage the very evil which it 
was, at one time, so very resolutely and very wisely putting down. The Jame 
Jamsed prays Government not to give permission for a lottery for any purpose 
whatever, and exhorts the people to cease to be led away into this evil course. 


The same, in another leader, expresses its disapproval of the recommenda- 
tion made in certain quarters, that no darbar should be held at Delhi on the 1st 
January, in connection with the proclamation of the assumption of the title of 
Empress of India by Her Majesty the Queen, which will be read publicly on 
that day, on account of the prevalence of the famine in the greater parts of the 
Bombay and the Madras Presidencies. The Jdme Jamsed observes that itis very 
unfortunate that at sueh a happy time as the reading of the royal proclamation, 
an extensive famine should prevail in a portion of the Indian empire. The exten- 
sive calamity has induced some thoughtful persons to express an opinion that 
should an expensive and pompous exhibition be held in connection with the royal 
proclamation while the people of a portion of the ewpire are suffering great 
distress from famine, the act would appear in the eyes of the Native Chiefs and 
Princes as unbecoming the great and merciful British Government. According to 
the representations of an Anglo-Indian contemporary, even some of the high dig- 
nitaries at Simla are of a similar opinion, and wish that the darbér at Delhi should 
not be held, and that the proclamation should be read throughout the empire 
with fitting ceremonies. This recommendation, continues the Jdme Jamsed, 
looks good and well ; but is has come too late, and consequently it its difficult to 


be adopted. The British Government itself, as well as the Native Princes, 


Chiefs, and other grandees who have been invited to the Delhi Darbar, have spent 
large sums of money for the preparations; and it would not look well to stop 
the darbaér now. Again, the extent of the famine-stricken districts 1s not very 


large, and the work of affording relief to the distressed people is not beyond the 


power of the British Indian Government. The Government which 680 satisfac- 
torily managed to give complete relief to the sufferers of the more extensive 
Bengal famine, can very easily manage the famine in Southern India. And 
hence no recommendation ought to be made to give up holding the coming 
Aarbér at Delhi. The only ‘recommendation which ought to be made to the 


Indian authorities is, that they should not allow their attention to be drawn 
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6 
away by the Delhi Darbér from the famine, and that at all co 


stricken provinces. (The Akhbére ‘Sowddgar (44) of the same date expresses 


similar sentiments. ) : 


dras Presidency ; but it was suggested, at the same time, that the authorities should 
not allow the grand darbar to draw away their attention from their duty of taking 
strong and complete measures for affording due relief to the people of the famine- 
stricken districts. It is happy to see that Sir Philip Wodehouse and the mem- 
bers of his Government are not to go to the Delhi Darbér, and will remain at 
their posts to give due attention to the famine-stricken people. But the same, 
or even a greater necessity, exists for the Chiefs of thé Southern Maratha Country, 
such as the Raj of Kolhdpur, to remain in their States to take due care of their 
respective famine-stricken subjects. H. H. the R4j4 of Kolhdpur, however, is 


making preparations for the darbér. These preparations haveso much attracted § 


the attention of the Kolhapur darbdris that, according to the accounts received 
from Kolhapur, they have not paid due attention to adopt meaures for the relief 
of the famine-stricken people of the State. The people wonder at this conduct 
of the authorities of this State, who must suffer in the eyes of the subjects of the 
Réjé. Again, it is said that the Mahdrdja will have to spend three lakhs of 
rupees for his trip to the Delhi Darbdér. ‘This sum will be sufficient to afford pro- 
per relief to his famine-stricken subjects ; and people wonder why he spennds it 
to go to the darbér ? To these people the Jéme Jamsed tells that were the 


Mahdrdjé left to his free will to go to the darbdr or not, he would not spend | 


such a large sum on the preparations for the darbdr to the neglect of his famine- 
stricken subjects. ‘The Mahdrdj4 is compelled in a way to spend the large sum 
in connection with the darbdér. For these reasons the Jdéme Jamsed wishes the 
Government of India would convey, either directly or indirectly, a suggestion 
to the Chiefs and Princes in whose States famine has appeared, that if they can- 
not, on account of the calamity which has befallen their States, come to the 
darbér, it would be more ‘acceptable and gratifying to the Government that 
they should remain in their respective States and afford due relief to their res- 
pective famine-stricken subjects. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 31st October also is of opinion that the 
coming darbdér at Delhi in honour of the proclamation of the assumption of the 
title of Empress of India by Her Majesty the Queen, should not be stopped on 
account of the famine which has befallen the greater portions of the Bombay 
and the Madras Presidencies ; but once more points out the great necessity for 
spending as little money as possible on this darbar, and for observing great 
economy in the expenses which might be made in presidency and other towns. 
on the joyous day of proclamation. The Samdchdr observes that the request 
made by the authorities of Madras, both to the Indian Government and the 


India Council in England, to stop the holding of the Delhi Darbdr, as an ex-. 


tensive and severe famine has appeared in the Madras and the Bombay Presi- 
dencies, is by no means improper. But it ought not to be granted on account of 
several reasons, the principal of which is that most of the expense required to 
be made on the darbdr has been already made in its preparations. It is by no 
means profitable to stop the holding of the darbér now, and throw away the 
large amount of money that has been already spent, and again make the same 
or more expenses at some future date. The advantageous course under the 
present circumstunces is then, that the Delhi Darbar should be held as proposed, 
but that great economy should be observed in regard to the expenses in con- 
nection with it. The Samdchdr also recommends that the authorities of the 
Madras and the Bombay Presidencies should not be called to the darbér, but. 
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appear, should also not be taken away to the darbir. -They 
present in their respective territories for alleviating the distress.of their subjects. 
The Samachar also wishes that the proposed expenses for lighting-and exhibiting 
fire-works in the large towns of this country on the night of the proclamation, 
should not be made, and that the money saved should be applied to the relief of 
the famine-stricken subjects of the British Crown. io o 


The Jéme Jamsed (43) of the Ist November contains a para, headed ‘ An 
Entertainment given to the Boys of Native Regiments,’ mwhich Lord Mark Kerr 
is highly praised for giving the boys of the 8th Regiment Native Infantry and 


of the Cavalry Regiment, at Poona, a feast of sweetmeats, a ride on elephants, 


and a sight of fire-works. It observes that it has more than once spoken of 
Lord ‘Mark Kerr’s kind treatment of Natives, and His eps a | has furnished 
another occasion to repeat the same. There is a great want of kind and cour- 
teous Europeans in India like His Lordship. It was the Europeans of his stamp 
‘who in previous years secured the love of the Natives towards them, The 


‘Jdme Jamsed is sorry to learn that His Lordship will leave India after two 


months. 


The Rast Goftdr (45) of the 29th October contains a leader, headed * The 
Imperial Assemblage,” in which it observes that it has now-a-days become 
a fashion with the Anglo-Indian papers to read lessons to their vernacular 


-contemporaries. The Times of India rebukes the vernacular papers for publish- 


ing alleged exaggerated accounts of the famine prevailing in the Deccan. The 
rebuke is, however, uncalled for. In what vernacular papers has the Times read 
exaggerated aceounts? Itis on aceount of the exaggerated accounts, if any, 
given by the Anglo-Indian Press that the elamour about deferring the royal 
darbér whieh is to be held at Delhi has arisen. But the extent of the district 
in which the famine has appeared, compared with the extent of the whole Indian 
empire, is so small that it does not seem likely, that on account of it the im- 
portant and great proelamation of the imperial title for which arrangements have 
far advanced, will be deferred. It is a common occurrence in this world that 
while a person is sorrowing for a death in his family his neighbour is engaged 
in enjoying the rejoicings of a marriage. Hence, it would be unusual for 
Government if it were to stop or defer the rejoicings of the whole Indian nation 
on account. of the distress prevailing among a small portion of them. However, 
the gaities of the grand royal darbdér will not be unmixed. The other criticism 
made by some people against holding the Delhi Darbar is also worthless. They 
say that the darbdr in connection with the royal proclamation should have been 
held while H. R. H. the Prince of Wales was on his Indian tour, and that the 
coming darbér will put additional burdens on the Native Chiefs and Princes 
who have been already weighed down by the expenses of the frequent darbdrs 
which have been held of late. There is no question of the additional burden ; 
but those who say that this darbdr should have.been held during the Prince’s 
visit, forget that Her Majesty the Queen assumed the imperial title after the 
return of the Prince to England ; and the darbdr in connection with the procla- 
mation could not have been held during his tour in this country. The Yajdan 
Parast (47) of the same date, in writing upon the same subject, observes that 
many people say that the coming darbar at Delhi should be deferred on account 
of the famine which prevails in the western and southern parts of India. At 
the present time this opinion seems both reasonable and prudent. But it has 
come too late to be acted upon. The proportions for the darbér are far ad- 
vanced for His Excellency the Viceroy to consent to stop or defer it. The 
Parast then reiterates the remark that with the proclamation of the title 
** Kesare Hind” or Empress of India, the people of India expect a reward and 
an addition to their rights and privileges, and are, therefore, willing to with- 


te 


stand any evil. They do not wish that any interrupti uli 
proclamation being made on the Ist of January, and are ready to 
sacrifices for obtaining their great desire. This speaks very hi 
nobleness of the Indian character. )* = 

The A’rya Mitra (48) of the 29th October, has heard that Sir T. Médhaw- 
raw has proposed to Government to employ in the Baroda State all the students 
of the Gujaréti Medical Class in the Grant Medical College who’ successfully 


| | : 3 


pass the final examination. If this report be true, observes the Mitra, it shows 


that there is a great demand for the men taught in this class. The State of 
Baroda, Kattywar and Guzerat require such men, and the writer prays Govern- 
ment not to shut up the class as has been resolved by it. The Mitra requests 


the Gdikwér and the Native Chiefs and Princés of Kattywar and Guzerat to 


maintain this class if the British Government does not do so, as the men taught 
in it would be of great use if employed in their respective States. | 


The Threatened Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsk (1) of the 30th October, publishes letters from its corres- 
pondents, one from Mangalvedha, and the other from Ashta Wdlwa. Both 
these writers describe the great distress prevailing among the ryots of these two 
places. At Mangalvedha the Mamletd4r wanted to send out some jowér corn 
from that town to Sdéngli. But the ryots of the place shut the town gate and lay 
on the road, and told the cartmen to take the carts over their bodies if they 
liked. There is a great agitation in the town. 

The Native Opimon (2) of the 29th October, observes that this famine 
extends over many British zillahs of this presidency, and includes many large 
and small Native States,such as Kolhdpur, Jamkhindi, Miraj, Sdngli, Ki 
wad, &c. Out of these State the authorities of the Sdngli State only are 
known to have made some effortsto relieve the distress of its suffering ryots. 
The State of Kolhdpur is suffering very severely from an entire failure of rains 
this year. Food-grains are sold in this State at famine prices. The authorities 
there are not knownto have done anythin g¢ to mitigate the distress of the 
people, probably being too much oceupied with the preparations for going to 
the darbdér at Delhi to give any attention to the crying distress of the poor 
suffering ryots. About three or four lakhs of rupees will be spent on this Delhi 
journey. In the opinion of the writer, Government should excuse the young 


Chief of Kolh4pur from attending the darbar, and instruct the managers of the. 


State to remain in the State, and spend their energies and the State money in 
relieving the distress of the suffering ryots. : 

The Dynin Prakdsh (8) of the 30th October notices, with great pleasure, a 
donation of rupees 15,000, given by His Highness Mahdrd4jé Sindia for distribut- 
ing food to the poor at Pandharpur during this famine. Itis also glad to re- 
cord a donation of rupees 6,000, sent by His Highness Mahdrdj4 Holkar to 
be applied for the relief of the sufferers from the famine. Tne -Dyndn Prakash 
hopes that other Native Princes and Chiefs will follow this good example of 
true charity set by their Highnesses of Gwalior and Indore. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Dharwar, states that the poor 
people of that place are obliged to pass one or even two days without food. 
‘The Collector has appointed a Committee to see that the poor people get food ; 
but the members of this Committee are too big to think of the distress o 
who, therefore, get no benefit from this body. The members say that the time 
has not come as yet for their active exertions. Perhaps these big gentlemen 
want an ocular proof of some persons actually dying of starvation. The writer 
severely censures the members of this Committee for their coldness, and asks them 
to do the duty they have undertaken or to resign their appointments on the 
Committee. The writer further states that a small relief work of clearing a tank 
has been opened at Dharwar, but it is too small to give employment to all who 
seek work. The authorities are asked to open larger works. _ 
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Another correspondent of the same, writs f y 
sistant to the Coll it 


or Mr. A. Shewan, Extra sahed 


Meherjibh4i, Sub-Judge of the place, and Mr. Bhimréw Wenkatesh, the ch: 
man of the local municipality, for their great and humane efforts to relieve 
distress of the poor. Pe | sa eh ane 


Pal hers 
ee 


_ ‘Two other correspondents of the same, writing from Inddpur and Karkam, 
give very fearful accounts of the distress prevailing in those places. The writer 
from the former place notices a case of dacoity accompanied with violence, 
committed in the house of the kulkarni in a village called Awasari. There 
were about 12 or 14 men in the gang, and they committed this great crime in 
order to plunder about as many pdilis or about 50 or 60 shers of corn! The 
case 1s before the Second Assistant Collector for investigation. Both these cor- 
phi ico speak of villages being entirely or partially abandoned by their 
inhabitants. | 


The Daydn Prakdsh (3) of the 2nd November, in an article, headed ‘ Relief 
Works of the Famine-stricken Districts,” observes that it is extremely gratifying 


_tonotice the great zeal and heartiness with which the Government is exerting 


itself to mitigate the evil effects of the famine, which has extended over a large 
portion of this Presidency. ‘The Bombay Government asked the Government 
of India for sanction to construct a railway line from Dhond to Manméd ; but 
the latter authority has declined this request. In the opinion of the Dnydn 
Prakash, the Supreme Government has committed a mistake in refusing this 
sanction, and it will have to correct this mistake soon. The Government of 
India has, however, given full authority to the Bombay Government to spend 


‘as much money as is necessary to meet the dire contingency successfully. The 
local Government has sanctioned several local works, and is ready to sanction 


more, when reports arrive from the officers of the afflicted districts shewing 
their necessity. ‘Then, giving the substance of the Government resolution of the 


27th October, the writer observes that the people of many places are on this 
occasion suffering not only from a scarcity of food, but from that of water also. 
The only way to mitigate this latter evil is to induce the distressed population 
_ to remove to such places as enjoy a good water supply ; and the Dnydn Prakash 
is glad te find Government has given its attention to this subject. The writer 


also refers to the great destruction of the cattle which are so very indispensable 
to the success of agricultural industry, and asks Government to devine and adopt 
some measures of preservation. Then, referring to the unwillingness of Govern- 
ment to ask the railway companies to lower their rates for carrying corn, the 
Dnydn Prakash observes that these companies should be asked to lower the 
rates at least on such eorn as is brought into the afflicted districts for charitable 
purposes. : 


The same publishes letters from Mddha, Hubli, Mohol, Indi, Karajgi in 
the Dharwar distriet, Sinnar, Dharwar, Jejuri, Mangalyedha—all giving sad and © 
piteous accounts of the great miseries, starvation, crimes and desertions of villa- 
ges. In these letters some humane officers, such as the Ma4mletdér of Madha, are 
highly praised for their great efforts in behalf of the distressed ; while some 
officers, such as the Mamletd4r of Hubli, are censured for their apathy. 


The Arunodaya (7) of the 29th October, opens with a very hopeful leader, 
headed “ The Famine, Government and Rains.” The impending famine, says 
the writer, was regarded by many people with great consternation and des- 
pondency. They could not. believe that the British rulers, whom:they thought 
to be more selfish than generous, would make efforts commensurate with the 
extent and direness of the geet and give them an effectual relief. But, 
happily, their forekodings have been completel falsthed ; and Government, 
when it was informed of the true nature of the evil, rose to the emergency: of 
the oceasion, and published its resolution to spend as much money from its 
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imperial treasury as may be necessary to perform its sacred duty to the ryote, 
aie 60: sve Cae, S00 St TAOS Seo 1@ charitable people of several 

laces also have bestirred themselves and are making praiseworthy exertions tc 
help their unfortunate brethren of the afflicted distri | 


endeavours they are making for their relief. 


The Jagan Mitra (8) of the 30th October, states that the poor fishermen of 
the Ratndgiri district, whose trade has been ruined by the new harsh Salt Act, 
and whose miserable condition has been repeatedly noticed in the public papers, 
are suffering great distress in these days of dearth and excessively high prices. - 
The attention of the popular Collector, Mr. Crawford, is earnestly called to this 
matter, and he is requested to do something for the relief of these poor people. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 29th October gives an instance of the charity 
and sympathy of Mr. Grant, the Colleetor of Sholapur, towards the starving 
persons, and Spore that good officer in terms of the highest eulogy. It also 

raises Mr. Morarji Gokalddés and the energetie manager of his mill at Sholapur, 

r. Wirchand Dipchand, for opening an asylum for cattle which their owners 
are selling for almost nothing or deserting altogether. It is also glad and thank- 
ful to notice, that by the clever suggestions of some and by the timely liberal, 
charity of others, Sbolapur is soon to be relieved from the apprehensions of a 
scarcity of water. : 


The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the 29th October contains an editorial 
and letters from its correspondents, bewailing the distress and miseries to which 
the ryots of that district are reduced. The same sad tales of starvation, in- 
crease of crimes and such other evils are repeated. The Acting Collector of the 
district, Mr. Spry, is praised for his efforts |to mitigate the evils as far as he 
can. : 

The Swadesh Mitra (30) of the 2nd November, in referring to the extremely 
miserable condition and fast destruetion of the eattle in the afflicted districts, 
appeals to the well-known humanity of the Jain merchants and wealthy traders, 
and asks them to come forward and save the lives of the useful creatures which 
are being butchered and dying in hundreds and thousands. The writer is glad 
to notice that some humane persons have already commenced this good work. 
About 10 thousand rupees have been already subscribed for the purpose in Bom- 
bay ; and, it is said, that about 600 head of eattle are on their way to Salsette 
from Sholapur. The promoters of this humane and useful work are said to have 
applied to Government to grant them a temporary loan of waste lands in the 
chats near Khanddla and Lonauli, for the pasturage of these cattle. These 
good men are willing to restore these eattle to their owners, the ryots, free of 
any charge when the famine is over. The Mitra requests Government to give 
a Sonesta consideration to the prayer of these charitable applicants. 


The Surya Prakdsh (40) of the 28th October, but received on the 29th, 
in mentioning that by the transmission of a large Feeney of grain to Poona, 
for the purpose of sending it into the famine-stricken districts, the G. I. P. 
Railway has earned in the last week about eight thousand rupees, asks the yues- 
tion, Will not Government order the railway to lessen its fare for the carriage 
of corn ? 


The Jame Jamsed (43) of the 1st November observes that the latest reports 
from the famine-stricken districts are very bad, and fears are entertained that as 
time passes the condition of the distressed ryots will get worse and worse. No 
crops nor grass have appeared in the Sholapur and other famine-stricken dis- 
tricts, and the wells and tanks of those districts are getting dry, and will not 
contain any water after one or two months, The grain-dealers of the distressed 
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provinces are ‘said to possess ‘large stores of grain ; but 


‘small quantities for fear of the corn bein fendered if it is exposed in large 


‘quatitities for sale. Other dealers have, through avarice, br 


it from all cheap markets. The Collectors of the famine-stricken district, pe 
ticularly that of Sholapur, suggest that both {Government and charitable per- 
‘Sons should send as much grain as they can. But it is to be regretted that 
‘sufficient attention is not given to this appeal, and fears are arising that though 
the famine of this year is less in extent than the late Bengal famine, it may 


‘destroy hundreds of human lives. The Jéme Jamsed also presses upon the 
attention of Government the proposal made by some papers, that Government 


should import grass made up in bales, into the distressed districts, and save the 
cattle thereof from death in numbers. — 


The Rdst Goftér (45) of the 29th October contains a letter, addressed to it 


‘by, Mr. Meherjibhéi Kuwarji T4rdpurw4lé, the subordinate judge of Tdsgaon. 
After thanking Mr. Moore, the Collector of Satara, fer the mitigation of the 
distress suffered by the people of the town of Tasgaon, by opening a relief work 
on which five hundred labourers are employed, and sending to that town jow4ri, 
‘worth rupees fifteen hundred, for sale to the distressed people, the writer 


‘observes that the good Collector thinks of adopting further relief measures. | 


‘The measures already taken have provided labour to those who can work and 
earn their livelihood. But the blind, the lame, the sick and the old who cannot 
work and have no money to purchase food, have no means to get food, and, 
unless the charitable public comes forward to give them relief, are likely to 
suffer. A local relief fund has been opened, under the presidency of Mr. 
Shewan, the Assistant Collector in charge of the taluka, for the relief of these 
infirm and helpless persons; but, unaided by the outside public, the local relief 
committee wilt not be able to feed so ma ny unfortunate persons. In conclu- 


sion, the writer exhorts the charitable people of Bombay to send some relief to 
these unlucky persons. | 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Andesighewddi under 
date the 21st’October, gives a sad account of a portion of the Ahmednagar 
Zillah. He says that he has travelled over seventy-four miles of ground. The 


condition of the people between Sirur and Ahmednagar is pitiable. The bdjri 
crop is only one-tenth of the annual yield. The jowdar plants are only five or 


six inches high. There are no crops.on the side of the Dhond road. For 34 
miles between Ghdrgaon and Shid there is not even the bdjri crop. Some of 
the villages are quite deserted. In some others there are very few persons, the 
other villagers having gone either to the Nizam’s country, or in some other 


direction. Government has opened relief works in several places, but the — 


labourers cannot get food. Mr. Dowling, the Sub-Engineer, has, however, made 
very good arrangements for obtaining food for the labourers. He has brought 
over the grain-dealers who did not sell grain before, to sell it to the labourers. 
He has also got the Collector to make a good arrangement for keeping grain at 
the place where the relief work is going on. Between Ghargacn and Shid there 
was no grass also, and the villagers find great difficulty in feeding their cattle. 
They cut down sugarcane and other crops and feed their cattle on them. 


Municipalities. so 


The Rdst Goftar (45) of the 29th October, takes the occasion of Ir. Ped- 
der’s obtaining one year’s leave of absence to go to England, of again re¢ording 
its high opinion of the good character and great services rendered by Mr. Pedder 


md 


12. 


to the arpa of Bombay. It says that Bombay has 
the most suceessf ipal 

to Mr. Crawford, the late icipal Commissioner, for many improvements 
enjoys. But, atthe same time, he has impoverished and ruined Bombay | 
several particulars. Mr. Pedder, on the other hand, possesses 


cies which are to be met with in Mr. Crawford, without his defects. Mr. Pedder 


{ D' ew 


possesses great eompeteney and vigour, for which the Rdst Goftér has been ever 
prouing him. He is also impartial, and possesses the great and useful trait in 


his charaeter of submitting to the opinion of the majority. His submissiveness 
to the Town Council, and his proper and becoming conduct towards the people, 
an impressive instance of which was seen in the last Mahomedan riots in Bom- 
bay, have endeared him considerably to the Bombayites, whe will be sorry for 
the short separation. Heis an ornament of the Covenanted Civil Service of 


this country, and both Government and the people ought to be proud of him. 
Railways. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the lst November is glad to learn that 
Mr. Leslie, the Agent of the East India Railway Company, has admitted the 
claim of all servants of that company to leave of absence after serving for a 
certain number of months, and has notified the same to the employees under 
him. The notification states that if a person requires it, after 11 months’ con- 
tinuous service he will get one month’s privilege leave; after two years, two 
month’s leave; after three years, three months; &c. This arrangement is 
satisfactory, except as regards the pay of the absentee who, by the notification 
above mentioned, gets no salary, either entire or in part, during his absence 
either on privilege or sick leave. After pointing out the justice of giving some 
salary to an employee during his absence on leave, particularly on account of 
sickness, the Samdchdr requests the Agent of the East India Railway to give 
some pay to the employees of the railway who take the benefit of the leave 
rules promulgated by Sia. The Samdéchdr also asks the Agents of the other 


Indian Railways to adopt the rules promulgated by Mr. Leslie, paying their. 


respective employees on leave of absence some portion of their salaries. 


Native States. 


The Jame Jamsed (48) of the 28th October, but reeeived on the 30th, obser- 
ves that the Thakor of Péliténa makes his appearance very frequently in the public 


press, on account of the dispute between him and the Shrawaks or Jains. It is 


also said that this Chief does not get on well with Mr. Peile, the Political Agent 
of Kattywar. The Shetrunjo Hill in the State of Pdlitdna is a place of pilgri- 
mage of the Jains. The Thdkor leviesa heavy duty on the pilgrims, and has, 


consequently, become distasteful to the Jains, who have raised a loud complaint. 


against him. He is also charged with having sent on the Shetrunjo Hill low 
caste people and having desecrated thereby the Jain temples thereon. From 
the accounts received by the Jdme Jamsed the Thdkor however does not appear 
so bad as the Jains paint him. His State is well administered. He is 
liked by his subjects, who are satisfied with the administration of the State. 
Bearing in mind that when persons quarrel they falsely accuse each other of 
various offences, and that whan persons have to pull on together it is not pro- 
fitable to either party to quarrel with each other, it seems that the quarrel 
between the Thdékor and the Jains should end. The Jains must visit the Shet- 
runjo Hill, and the Chief is benefitted by their going to this hill. The Jame 
Jamsed wishes some good men would intercede between the two parties and 
settle the quarrel in a way satisfactory to both of them. 
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_ put forth to cope with the late Bengal famine. .But in 1873-74 the Indian 


Under these circumstances, the writer cannot help, regarding the expensive 
_darbar at Delhi as an unadvisable and unwise measure. The object for which 


moment; and we most humbly and respectfully beg of him to give his atten- 


determined upon, would also save the Native Princes and Chiefs who are invited. 


-Mardthi contemporaries, in praying the Government of India to postpone the 


intended to be spent on the darbdr, to the more urgent and humane work of 


to render this convenience still more valuablé, a signal gun is fired from the 
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The Public Administration. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 6th November, in an article, headed “ T 
Deccan Famine and the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi,” points out the great gr 
vity of the calamity in which the Deccan is involved at this time, and obse: 


that the crisis demands as strong and energetic effortsfrom Government a8 it $= ° 


treasury was in a much better condition than it is now in. Then.there were 
no fears of a serious deficit from the enhanced rate of the European exchange. 


the Government is going to hold the darbar is, no doubt, very excellent ; but 
the unforeseen, but heavy, calamity which has befallen the Deccan; makes the 
festivities unsuitable to the times, and greatly mars their cheering effect. Lord 
Lytton is a ruler whose mercy and benevolence can never be doubted for a 


tion to this grave matter. We have not the least doubt, that had His Lordship 
foreseen the calamity, he would have never thought of holding this expensive 
darbér. We are aware that, much money has been already spent on the pre- 
parations for the darbd4r, and to withhold or defer it now is to render that ex- 
penditure useless. But this plea does not appear to the Dnydn Prakdshin- | 4 
superable. It observes that,though much expenditure has already been incur- © 

red, yet it is certain that much more will havedo be incurred; and this latter 
might be saved if the darbér be postponed. Again, the postponement, if 


to the darbdr, from the expenditure they must incur for the journey to Delhi. 
Some persons object to the postponement, observing that it would lower the 
prestige of the British Government in the eyes of the people. To this objection 
the: Dnydn Prakash replies. by remarking, that the objection is altogether 
groundless. The postponement, if graciously determined upon, would not onl 
not lower the English Government in the eyes of the people, but would raise it 
much higher in their estimation for its enlightened merey and humanity. In 
fact, by adopting this course of noble self-abnegation, the enlightened para-_ 
mount Government would show a most brilliant example to its Native feuda- 
tories. The Dnydn Prakdsh has not the slightest doubt, that if Her Most 
Gracious Christian Majesty the Queen were to be informed of the dire distress 
her pe subjects of the famine-stricken districts are suffering at this time,. she 
would be exactly of the same opinion. . 


The Jagan Mitra (8) of the 6th November concurs, with several of its 


Delhi Darbér to some. future date, on account of the extensive dreadful famine 
in this and the Madras presidencies, and to employ its energy and the funds 


saving the lives of millions of its poor subjects from starvation and death. It 
is also requested to advise and induce its feudatories to give their hearty help 
to it in this great and sacred work. . 


The same, in another article, after thanking the authorities for giving to 
Ratnagiri the great convenience of a cheap, speedy and frequent steam com- 
munication with Bombay and, other towns on the Coast, observes that in order 


port to intimate to the people the arrival of asteamerin harbour. But the 
eople whose duty it is to fire the signal gun, do not perform it punctually. 
low and then they fire it not as soon as the steamer is sighted, but a good 
deal afterwards; and, consequently, the passengers run the risk of losing the 
‘steamer. The authorities concerned are requested to look to and remove this 
complaint of the people. | cee aaa : 
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‘shewn. In the above-mentioned cases however, the defendant, the Collector, 


4 


paid by Messrs. es ar and Gonne to the Poona Lawdd Court, states that 
they saw the record of this new popular institution, and were pleased with 


work. On their inquiring how the Court secures the atten 
the promoters of the institution acquainted them with 


mg Courts. The petition was approved of by the officers named above. : 


stamp revenue. | 


The same, in another leader, expresses its great sorrow at the death of 
Mr. Havelock, the late Revenue Commissioner §.D. The writer praises the: 
deceased gentleman in very high terms, for many of his excellent and rare , ue 
ualities. He was one of the most conscientious and hard working officers. _ oe 
e was one of the truest friends of the Natives, particularly of the poor culti- a 
vators. In short, he cannot be overpraised. The Shiwdji thinks that he is one 
of the few good English officers who really deserve a memorial to preserve their Le 
good names among the people of this country, for whom Mr. Havelock worked ~ : 
hard, and whose welfare he sincerely tried to promote. (The Dnydn Prakdsh 
(3) of the 5th November, also expresses the same sentiments on this sad event). 


The Guzerat Mitra (39) of the 5th November does not think that the 
Assistant Judge of Surat has done right in deciding in some of the suits, 
brought by certain parties, residing in the Jambusar, Broach, Wagra and | | : 
Ankleswar Pargands against the Collector of Broach, as the guardian of some. Ag 
minors, that the amount of the decrees should be paid by the defendant in a 
certain instalments. By Section 194 of the Civil Procedure Code the Court 
is authorized to make instalments, on proper cause for doing the same being 


was not present to defend the suits, and did not apply to the Court to make 

instalments. The Court did not know at the time of making the decrees for 

payments by instalments, what was the value of each estate and to. what , 
amount it wasindebted. The plaintiffs in the above cases claimed small amounts 

and had to come to such a long distance as Surat. And when the Assistant 

Judge makes instalments for the payment of the amounts decreed, without any 

a plteation to do the same on the part of the defendant, money-lenders are 

likely to be discouraged in their dealings, as they will see they cannot get 

justice by such a procéeding as the Assistant Judge has adopted. 


_ The same, in another leader, wishes that the coming darbér at Delhi had 
been deferred on account of the extensive famine which has appeared in the 
Dectan and the country south of it. The arguments used by the Mitra in 
support of its wish, are similar to those put forth by some of its contempor- oe 
aries whose observations have been noticed more fully in previous weekly - oe 


summaries. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 2nd November, but received on 
the 5th, repeats the observation often made by some Native papers, that the 
system of frequent transference from one place to another of Government officers 
is highly beneficial both to the a and to Government, and that no officer 
should be exempted from this salutary rule. After pointing out the usual evils 
proceeding from an officer being allowed to remain in one place for a long 
number of years, the Hitechchhu requests Government to enforce the rule more — 
frequently than has been done hitherto. It then states that many officers o¢ © 
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Government have been in the same t mM to 
way of instance, it names Mr. Hirjibhdi Jiwanji, the 
Hitechchhu explicitly observes, that : 
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3 erves, that it does not mean to throw any doubt on { 
official character of this officer or of any others who, like him, have been doing 
duty in one place for a long number of years, by wishing their transference to 
other places.. It disclaims all intention of such a kind. These officers may be 
very good ; but it does not know why they should be exempted from the salutary 
Tule of frequent transference to which other officers are subjected. = | 

A correspondent of the same requests the police stationed in the Ran, 
chhodji’s temple at Dakor on the occasions of fairs, which are held on every ful . 
moon and on some other days, to let into the temple males and, females by 
different passages. At present in the large mixed crowd of males and females 
which takes place, thieves steal from the persons of young children as wellas | 
from those of males and females ornaments which they wear. Several rascals 
also make in this crowd indecent attacks on the persons of females. Numerous . 


crimes of these kinds frequently occur, and the chief constable ought to pre- 
‘vent them by adopting the suggestion made above. ree 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 4th November, but received on the 6th, 
referring to the two contradictory statements made by the two English dailies 
of Bombay as to Sir Philip Wodshouiets going to the Delhi Darbar, hopes 
that the Governor of Bombay will not go to the darbér, but will remain at his 
post to adopt all needful measures for the relief of the large famine-stricken 
population of this presidency. The Samdehdr will be very sorry to find Sir 
Philip leave his duty to the millions entrusted to his care, to join the gaieties 
of the Delhi Darbdér. (The Yayjddn Parast (47) of the 5th November also 
expresses similar views on the subject.) , 


The Jame J amsed (43) of the 4th November, but received on the 6th, has 

a leader, headed ‘ Why are not Native Chiefs and Princes allowed to Act at 

their Free-will” ? It opens with a conversation between one of the leading 

. members of Bombay and a Raj4, who had visited the presidency town at one of 

the gatherings of the Native Chigfs and Princes therein. In this conversation 

the R4j4 says that he cannot-act in apy matter at his free-will. If he wishes to 

visit any town or city, he must get the previous permission of the Political 
Agent of his Court; and if the permission is accorded he can go, but not other- 

wise. He must also tell the Political Officer the business on which he wants to 

visit the place. He cannot manage his own household or keep any servants 
without the permission of that officer, who must be consulted for everything, 

and according to whose wishes he must act. He must take care that this officer 

is not displeased. In truth, he is‘no Réja but a prisoner who must act as he is 

bid. The R4jé envies the liberty enjoyed by the person with whom he is talk- 

ing, and calls him the R4jd, and asks him if he would call him a prince after 

he has heard the true description of his situation. After giving the above con- 
versation, the Jdme Jamsed observes that the Native Princes and Chiefs ought to 

be liberated from improper tutelage, and ought to enjoy reasonable freedom. 

How can they be charged with inability to conduct the affairs of their States 

‘and to maintain the dignity of their positions, while they are never allowed to 

try the experiment ? It is desirable they should be competent in managing 

their States. This they cannot become unless they are permitted to act with 
their free-will, the Political officers confining themselves to giving them advice 

and supervising their administrations. So long as the Chiefs and Princes con- 

duct themselves well and make no wrong use of their freedom, these officers 
should not meddle with their administrations. There is no other good way to 
improve the bad condition into which these Chiefs and Princes have fallen. So ; 
long as unnecessary pressure is exercised on them they will never get out of 
this condition. (The Arya Mitra (48) of the 6th November’ expresses senti- 
ments similar to. the above). | iss cee eee ays Moa. 
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The Rédst Goftdr (45) of the 5th November, in a short leader, headed 


“The Famine’s First Sacrifice,” laments over thé untimely and sudden death of — 
Mr. W. H. Havelock, the late Revenue Commissioner 8.D. His death has — 


going into and running about the 
e 


people by carrying. 
spared to go into "s 


The same is not satisfied with the selection made in Bombay and Surat for 
invitations for the Imperial Darbar in Delhi. It names certain gentlemen to ie 
whom it thinks invitations should not have been sent. It also asks the Govern- 2 
ment, of India to call to the darbar Messrs, Martin Wood and Nowraji Fardunji, — oe 
as these two gentlemen are reputed workers in the cause of the public good. 


The same, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The Port Trust versus Private Speculators,” 
warns Government not to be. persuaded by the plausible but false arguments of 
the owners of the Mazagon Company to purchase the estates of that company, , 
nor by those put forth in the petition made by that company conjointly with ec. 
David Sassoon and Co., the Apollo Press Company and. the. new Colaba Com- 
pany, to abolish the Port Trust Department. The Rast Goftar is sorry to find 
that certain speculators are attempting to take in Government, and certain 
newspapers are aiding them in their attempt, and thinks it desirable to convey 
the above warning. The Mazagon Company wants Government to buy its 
Mazagon estate from it. It says that when Government has purchased for two. 
krors of rupees the Elphinstone. Land- Company’s estate it should buy also the 
neighbouring Mazagon Company’s estate. The petition above mentioned com- ’ 
plains that Government had no nght to buy the eo Land estate and 
to create the Port Trust Fund. But since it has done so, it is its duty to 
purchase the estates of the other foreshore land companies. Government 
committed a great blunder in paying the exorbitant sum of two krors of rupees 
for the Elphinstone estate, as the income from it is not in proportion to the cost 
undergone. The petition also complains that the Port Trust has entered into 
competition with private land companies. It is not right on the part of Govern- 
ment to enter into such competition. “It should leave this field completely to 
a private companies. Government has played trickery in this matter. After the oe 
>! above mentioned companies were formed Government commenced to buy the 
ports, and now competes with private companies which never thought that 
: Government would do such an improper thing.- The Rdst Goftdr meets these 
q ' arguments by observing that since the petitioners themselves say in the petition 
that Government has committed @'great blunder in purchasing the E]phinstone 
Land Estate, on what ground do they ask Government to purchase the estates 
of other land companies? Government did not enter into any contract with 
| any of these companies when it sold to them the right to reclaim lands from 
a the sea, that it would have no connection with any ether ports. It is true that © 

| the above méntioned companies have paid large sums to Government to obtain 
the rights they now enjoy; but the price they have paid was not for all the — 

ce orts of Bombay then existing or which may come into existence afterwards. — 
n what grounds therefore do they claim to oust Government from the other — 
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bunders? The petitioners say that when their companies were formed they 
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believed that Government had given up its rights Yo all the other bunders of 
the island. But it was their mistake to entertain such a belief; a : 
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they ask. Those Anglo-Indian papers which support the claim of the petition- — 
ade of Bom- 


to cease to have any connection with any bunders; because the t 


e 


bay has been increased by the merchants, and it is the work not of Government 


, ; 


but of the merchants to build docks and piers and make new conveniences for _ 


the progress of trade. The simple reply to these arguments of the Anglo-In- 
dian papers is, that it is very shameful on their part to bring forward such an 
argument. Fortunately, Government entertains the just opinion which it pub- 
licly announced when it purchased the Elphinstone Land Estate, that, the 
whole of the foreshore of the island should, for its being used by the public, 
be made over to a public department, and private persons should not be 
allowed to have a management of any of these bunders. The Rdst Goftar 


heartily approves, ef this decision of Government and the creation of the Port — 


Trust Fund, as the same are beneficial to the public interest... The Rdst_Goftdr 


also wishes that Government would buy the estates of the private land companie 
not at the exorbitant prices which reckless speculators quote for them, but at 
reasonable ones to which they will come down after some time. 


The Yajddn Parast (47) of the 5th November says that in the Customs . 
House in Bombay there are officers who draw large salaries but have no know- 
ledge of commercial matters. They are unable to understand properly an 
invoice of goods or the customs manifest. They have proved a great obstruction 
to the commercial public. In the meeting of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce 
of aang last this subject was brought forward and discussed, and some 
members described how much the trading community has to suffer from this 
defect of the Customs House. The Parast respectfully draws the attention 
of Government to this subject, and requests it to be prepared to remove this 
complaint of the commercial public of Bombay. oe 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 6th November, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The 
Famine and Suggestions to Government and to the Public Associations,” 
repeats observations and remarks which have already appeared in its own 
columns and in other papers, and, therefore, need no fuller notice again in 
these summaries, : 


The’ Native Opinion (2) of the 5th November, has an editorial, headed 
“ The Deccan Famine and Relief Measures, Governmental and Popular.” Both 
Government and the charitable public, says the writer, are striving to cope 
with the great calamity with which the greater part of this Presidency is afflict- 
ed; and their philanthropic efforts, no doubt, will, in a degree, mitigate the sad 
effects of the evil. But we cannot .help remarking that those efforts which have 
been put forth as yet, are very inadequate to cope with the calamity effectually 
considering its great extent and probable duration. The present famine ne- 
cessarily reminds one of the old famines of Orissa, of Rajputana and of Bengal, 
and of the great havoc committed by them. During the Bengal famine the 
country was fortunate to have an energetic and wise ruler in Lord Northbrook, 
who, unmindful of the expenditure of the State fund, carried it safely through 
the dreadful crisis. The present famine is not less serious than the Bengal one. 
It extends over the greater part of this presidency and over portions of the 
Madras one; and unless measureg as strong and effectual as were taken by Lor 
Northbrook for the mitigation of the Bengal famine are adopted in time, it v 


rove, the Opinion fears, as disastrous and destructive as those of Orissa and 
Rj puténa. Then, giving the areas and populations of the afflicted districts in. 
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i on its benevolence; and in that 
* . to do this feeding work till the end 


Again, referring to the realization of the land assessment, Government has spoken: e 
on this subject in reference to the Nasik Zillah only; what about the other 
afflicted districts? Properly speaking, large remissions must be made in favour 
of the ryots of those districts also; and where the assessment is to be 
realized it must be done more leniently than usual. Government should issue 
instructions to its revenue officers on this subject at once, in order to avoid 
much useless annoyance and unfruitful waste of official energy and time. The 
Opinion asks the Municipalities and even Government to buy corn from the - 
cheap markets and sell it to the distressed people at cost price; and observes : 
that this course was actually followed by Government during the late Bengal . _ 
famine. The writer is surprised and sorry to see that Government does not | ey 
even think of this plain humane measure, which is so very certain to defeat the 
Pa selfish combinations of the grain-dealers. Nor does it think of asking the 
railway. companies to lessen ‘their rates on the carriage of corn imported into os 
: the famine-stricken districts.. Inthe remaining part of the article the Opinion a 
exhorts the Natives in better circumstances to exert,themselves. to help their a 


a 


less fortunate brethren not only by giving subscriptions but by devising and - 
< carrying out some regular system o pune? best possible relief to the dis- 
. tressed. ‘They should form one central chief association for this purpose with - 
several branches in different places, and, working these bodies, regularly and a 
wisely, afford a practical proof that they possess a capacity for combining ~ 4 
and working together. for a public cause. : | a 


The Dyndén Prakdsh (3) of the 6th November, under the heading ‘News  _—sT 
from the Famine Districts,” publishes letters from its correspondents from - 8 
Mangalvedha, Warangaon, Akalkot, Karkam, Bagalkot, Gokék and Hubli. Bo 
Half the inhabitants of Mangalvedha have left the town,-and gone out in search 
of food. The Karbh4ri of Sangli has employed about 500 people on some public oe 
works. But he pays at the rate of one anna and a half perday per head. The a 
rate is too small to maintain even one person in these days of extreme dearness. : 
The Brdéhman population suffers the greatest distress, as persons of this caste a 
4 cannot work as common coolies. At Warangaon corn has become very ~ 7 
difficult to be had, and the ryots and their cattle are starving without food. a 
There some public works are started ; but the labourers are paid only two annas ue 
a day. This rate is obviously too small to maintain a person. At Akalkot . 
corn cannot be procured, and crimes are fast increasing. At Bégalkot corn 
‘ has become scarce, and the people are starving. Government is requested to do 
: something for them. The same tale is related from Gokék and Hubli, = 


_ The same of the 9th November, under the head ‘“ News from the Famine 


; Districts,’ publishes letters from Belgaum, Sangamner, Karajgi, | 

. in the Kalddgi District, and Tuljdpur, all the correspondents giving 
accounts of the extreme distress occasioned by the scarcity of food, and 
other evils which accompany it; and all earnestly praying the authori 


adopt some strong and effective measures to relieve the suffering mill ions : 
. the awful calamity which is threatening them with starvation and death, 
4nPll—lil : | 
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required for the great humane work it has so nobly . In t 
“opinion of the Arunodaya, twice or thrice as much money as Government h 


* 


The —_ 
Famine and the 
ty, 


affording an effectual relief to the distr on 


below what will be rea 
obly undertaken. In 
estimated would be required. The writer has no doubt that Government w 
not grudge expense for the preservation of the starving ryots. But ifthe gra 


of the calamity and the probable amount of expenditure to be incurred for 
coping with it, are estimated properly, Government will be in a better posi- 


tion to determine what works it should commence for the purpose. Some 

eople advocate the construction of néw railway lines, such as that one from 
Dhond to Manmér; but the Arunodaya gives preference to large works of, 
irrigation. : 2 


__ The same, in another leader, headed ‘“ The Fearful Condition of the Barsi 
Taluka,” referring to the great distress prevailing in the taluka from the scarcity 
of food and water, states that Government has been mercifyl to open two or 
three public works to afford relief to the sufferers. But the way in which 
these works are managed seems to defeat the object for which Government has _ 
opened them. The works are being carried out by giving contracts, and the 


contractors exact work in such a way that the weak and infirm derive little or 


no benefit from them. Works professedly opened for the relief of a famine- 
stricken district, should never be executed on the contract system. Their 
object is to maintain the starving ryots both strong and weak, robust and 
sickly, and not to employ only those who can work the hardest. Government 
is requested to look into this grave complaint. Crimes are increasing in the 
taluka. The Mémlatdar is aikad to look thoughtfully to this matter. . 


_ The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 3rd ‘November, but received on the 5th, 
requests the attention of the Collector of the Satara District to the distressed 
condition of the ryots of the Jauli Taluka. Though the rice fields of this 
taluka will yield about half of the usual produce, the Ndchani crop, which is 
the pre staple food of the cultivators of this hilly taluka, has entirely 
failed from the utter failure of the latter rains, and, therefore, these ryots must 
suffer ay, severely. Some relief works must be opened for the benefit of these 
people. To come to Medha, the Sadar station of the taluka, from Salasa, 
Ashtegaon, &c., one has to cross over a difficult hill path, which, with no great 
expense, can be converted into a good passable road. So a small bridge my 
be thrown across the river Vena near Medha. These small works, if executed, 
will prove of great benefit to the poor ryots of the taluka; and they will also 
give relief to them in these days of dearth, The Suchak also asks the good 
Collector to procure for these poor ryots ‘a better access to the forest products, 
such-as Hird4-nuts, Dhori flower, fuel, &c., than they enjoy. at present. The 
numerous restrictions, which the Forest Department has created, inflict infinitely 
more inconvenience and annoyance on the ryots than they bring real profit to. 
the State treasury. ae | 


A correspondent of the Kalpataru (16) of the 5th November, in a long 
letter, laments over the great distress gies a the town and the taluka of © 
Ind4pur. He says that the population of In apne has been reduced to one- 

tenth of what it formerly contained. There use 
Sunday. But this weekly gathering of the people for buying and selling has 
altogether ‘ceased. . Several villages round about Inddpur have been entirely 
abandoned, and they have become tenantless. In several others only four or 
five families are remaining, the rest having deserted their homes and gone 
away in quest of a livelihood. The public roads have become extremely unsafe. 
If a person arrives home safely from abroad, he is considered to have narrowly 
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rates ; but the managers of its shop sell it only-a few hour | 
: evening. The poor people who resort to this shop are 
7 noyance, trouble and even disappointment. The manag " ; : 
| accused of much useless hard-heartedness and ru . . 
resort to their shop. | : 


The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalédgi of the 5th November makes to Mr. Spry 
suggestions similar to those which have been made by the Khandesh Waibhaw 

(17) of Dhulia for the relief of the distressed ryots of the Kalddgi Zillah. It S 
asks the. Acting Collector to ask Government permission to remit the land assess- | 
ment ef the district this year; to allow the ryots to graze their cattle in the a 
Government forest lands; and to open Government shops of grain to sell it at 
cost price. : Se 


_ he Dharwar Writt (25) ofthe 2nd November, but received on the 5th, 
opens with a leader, headed ‘The Famine! the Fearful Famine!” Up to this 
time, says the writer, the people contrived to get corn however dear, and to — es 

* maintain life. But now every hope of rain has gone. The grain-dealers do : a 
not bring out their corn, and the people are bewildered and maddened with oe 
hunger. They are dispersing in ‘all directions in search of food. The markets pe 

resent the most heart-rending spectacle. Men and women in numbers are 
seen with baskets in their hands inquiring for grain, but no grain is to be’ 
had; and the poor people return home in despair to witness the misery of their 
hungry. children. ost of the trades and occupations have ceased, and the 
number of beggars is frightfully increasing. Ifa rich farmer, moved by pity, - 
opens his underground store of corn, the place is surrounded by such a swarm 
of needy and eager purchasers that the peace is threatened, and it becomes 
necessary to call in the aid of the police. The roads have become unsafe. 
| The same scarcity prevails in other places, such as Kal4dgi, Kolhapur, Sholapur, 
oo | &c., but then the authorities thereof have taken wise measures to render corn 
, procurable to the purchasers. Some arrangements are said to have been made 
there for the helpless and the destitute. The Collector of Dharwar has appointed 
5nP1lI—11 
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a Committee at Dharwar also for the same humane purpose. But this is not 
doing its work satisfactorily. The writer also observes that the work: 


at once, if Government really wishes to save the ryots of this part of t country : 


from starvation. 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 4th November, but’ received on the 6th, 
publishes. a letter dated Sholdpur, 2nd instant, received. by a private in- 
dividual in Bombay. The writer of this letter relates the same tale as has 
been hitherto heard of persons leaving their homes with their cattle in search 
of food, and of numerous villages being deserted in thé Sholdpur Zillah. He 
seems to be connected with the Native gentlemen of Bombay who have under- 
taken the charitable work of selling corn cheaper than the market rates pre- 
vauling in Sholdépur, and of taking charge of cattle deserted or sold at nominal 
prices by the distressed ryots of that zillah. He speaks of innumerable per- 


' chasers coming to his shop and to that of the Municipality which also sells corn 


cheaper than the grain-dealers do. About two thousand and two hundred head 
of cattle have been despatched to Poona, and about two hundred and fifty have 
been kept at Shola4pur as they were unable to go on such a journey. 
There prevails a great scarcity of grass at Sholépur, and the writer has stopped 
taking more cattle. | | me 


The same of the 6th November, in a leader, headed “ The Necessity of 
Government supplying grain in large quantities to the Famine-stricken Districts,” 
again entreats Government to obtain from Bengal and Burmah corn in large 


* 


- quantities for the use of the. distressed ios of this Presidency. It says that 


from every famine-stricken district a complaint is heard that the grain-dealers 
thereof do not sell their corn even at the high price which now prevails, but 


ask still higher rates, and that, consequently, the distress of the people has 
coon, increased. The Collector of Poona explained the other day to — 


the grain-dealers of Poona that it was very shameful on their part to ask 


exorbitant price for grain in the present time of distress, and they have shown 


their willingness, either for shame or for fear of incurring the displeasure of 


the authorities, to lower the prices. The same, however, cannot be said of ‘the | 
grain-dealers of the other distressed provinces, and a complaint is heard from 


all sides, The municipalities and relief committees of several places have 
commenced the praiseworthy work of obtaining from other places corn and 
selling it cheaper than the market rates. But considering the extent of the 
territory over which the famine has spread, the long time for which it will 
continue, and the resources of the municipalities and private relief committees, 
it is undoubted that these bodies will not beable to afford complete relief to 
the vast distressed pe. al will fail, and the suffering ryots will 


have again to be made over to the tender mercies of the unfeeling grain-dealers. 


Considering also the quantity of corn. in the districts surrounding the famine- 
stricken parts, the grain-dealers themselves will not be able to produce a 


sufficient supply of it. Already high prices have commenced to obtain in the 


parts containing corn, and the pecple thereof have begun to feel some distress 
though their districts were blessed with a plentiful rain. To provide against 
the dark prospect which looms now in the distance, but which will certainly 
envelope the famine-stricken provinces and the surrounding districts, if no 


proper measures are at once taken to stop its being realized, the Bombay Gov- 
ernment ought to obtain corn in large quantities from Bengal and Burmah, 


which have been blessed this year with plenty. Government ought to set to 
_this work before any great mischief is committed. oe 


The same of the 10th November has a leader, headed oe: Deaths: from 
the Famine,” which takes for its text the telegram from Sholdpur, dated the 8th 
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instant, published by the Times of India, 


at Sholépur from starvation, and describing the distressed 
ryots thereabout. The Jdme Jamsed observes that since re 
from a large town like Shol4pur where there are a number of rich peop 
deaths have occurred from starvation, it is not wrong to infer that the 

of the interior parts must bé suffering very great distress from a scarcity of food, 
and some of ede must be dying of starvation from an absence of it. At 
present the famine has just commenced ; some of the ryots possess a little corn, 
the store of former days; and others can sell off their little wealth for maintain- 
ing themselves; and yet deaths from starvation are reported. But when one 
thinks of what the condition of the people will be, and how many deaths will 
occur as the season advances, one gets painfully bewildered as a fearful pros-. 
pect comes before one. On looking at the relief extended to the distressed 
provinces by Government, it cannot but be said that it is insufficient to 
the extent and largeness of the distress; and the Bombay Government is 
incurring a great and serious responsibility by not adopting sufficiently strong 


measures to avert the evil. Sir Philip Wodehouse’s Government is, no doubt, 
very sorry for the calamity which has befallen a large part of this Presidency, 
and heartily desires to avert it, by allmeans. But it seems that the efforts of this 
Government do not.produce satisfactory results, on account of its not adoptin 
expeditious and strong measures. It has opened relief works in distremed 
districts, and has given employment to some distressed ryots, and has given 
a contract to supply them with food. But this, by itself, is not sufficient to 
meet the calamity fully. What are those who cannot work on account of weak- 
ness, old age, or not being used to do labour, to do ? Are they to die of starvation ? 

a Relief committees started by the charitable public can afford relief to a few of oe 
them ; and the remaining, consisting of a large majority, will have tolook to Gov-__ = 
ernment for sustenance. After once more ‘speaking of the great success — 
achieved by Lord Northbrook’s Government in the pom Bengal famine, by Se 
bringing corn from Burmah and other distant parts and supplying it even to places a 

i where there was not only no railway but even no made roads, and allowing a. 
thereby not even one human being to die of starvation, the JdmeJamsed once more _ 1 
repeats the prayer it has several times made before to Government to purchase 2 
corn in Bengal, Burmah and other distant countries, and supply it to the distressed ie a 

rovinces in such plenty as to let the peaple feel no distress, and save them 
bak death by’starvation. It is extremely sorry that the Bombay Government 
has not yet made any arrangements for bringing corn from the above-mentioned 
countries, and sees a dark prospect before the famine-stricken ryots of this 
Presidency. 

The Akhbdére Sowddgar “4) of the 8th November, in noticing the gréat os 
scarcity of grass.in some and the total absence of it in other parts of the famine- — — 
stricken districts of the Deccan, and the great distress suffered by cattle which _ 

ae. the ryots are selling at nominal prices or deserting to their fate, desig a sub- | : 

3 stance of a letter which Messrs. Harvey and Sabewatty of Bellary, in the a 

_ : Madras Presidency, have addressed to the Madras Revenue Board, and which a 

: the Times of India has recently published. These gentlemen say in that letter, 

’ that they feed their twenty-five cows on “ prickly-pear,” after ridding the leaves ; 

; of this pear of their thorns by means of tongs and pincers. After the leaves are oe 

; thus divested of the thorns, they are cut into small bits by means of a knife, 

3 and after washing the bits in water they are placed before the cattle, which do 

: ? not take at once to them. At first for two or four days some of the small bits 

aa have to be put into the mouth of the cattle, which afterwards eat these bits _ - 

4 with the same zest as they eat boiled corn. Many ft of Bellary, where grass one 

— is becoming scarce and very dear, have commenced to feed their cattle on the 

_ prickly-pear. The Akhbdre Sowddgar requests eadbmagar sy Pag naats 8 fotry 

ss the experiment in parts of the famine-stricken districts of this Presidency where ts 
is scarce or totally wanting, and to publish the experiment, if successful, § 8 , 

: or the information of the ryots of those parts. ) yO Oy ae, “8 
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__ The Rast Goftdr (45) of 
peda reg Bars te est made ¢ 
which will be shortly held in the Town 
famine. Because, His Excellency thinl 


the Rdst Goftdr is of a different o 
-that the impending famine will 


His Excellency make a proper use of the opportunity which has now presented 
itself, asks the Rast Goftdr. | sh 7 coe ue: 


Municipalities. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 5th November complains of the great scarcity of 
water at Sholdpur. Mr. Ramchandra Ganesh, the oad Master of the Sholapur 

Government chool, a forward a scheme for bringing water into the 

public tank of the town., But the wise Municipality does, not like his scheme, 

and thinks of bringing water to the houses of the people. The idea of the 

committee is, no doubt, very excellent; but is not practicable in these times of 
great distress. The worshipful Comntissioners are blamed for causing delay to 
such a necessary scheme of bringing water to the tank. | 


A correspondent of the Nagar Samdchdr (27) of the 4th November, but 
received on the 6th, requests the Ahmedna Municipality to suspend. 
temporarily its duty on food grains during these days of distress. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 4th November, but received on the 6th, 
observes that though the Municipality of Bombay has a large annual income 
equal to the revenues of a small Native State of this country, and though a 
large portion of that income is derived from the native constituents of the 
Corporation, there exists so much filth in several quarters of the native town, 
that men of experience wonder how the residents of these filthy quarters con- 
tinue to exist. The sufferers from this filth are very desirous that they should 
be saved from the nuisance, which not only spoils their health but sometimes 
closes their very existence. But they do not properly or altogether understand 
the true relation existing between the Corporation and the people. They con- 
sider the Municipality a department of Government, and the Municipal Commis- 
sioner a big officer of Government, and themselves unable.to compel him to 
remove their complaint. They do not know that the law has given them 
authority to compel him to remove their just complaint, if he does not do so 
of his own accord. The most these sufferers do is to entreat the scavengers to 
remove the filth; and when it is not removed they resignedly suffer from the 
nuisance, under the belief that there is no other way to getrid of ‘it. Before 
these sufferers the Bombay Samdchdr puts the example of Mr. Solicitor Cleveland, 
who has obtained from the Third Magistrate of Bombay a summons to Mr. 
Pedder, the Municipal Commissioner, for allowing filth to remain on the Byculla 
flats and thereby injuring the health of the residents of that quarter. The 
Byculla Club also is about to obtain another summons to the same officer for 
the same offence. The natives suffering from the nuisance of the filth are also 
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advised to take a similar course. The A’rya Mitra 


expresses sentiments somewhat similar to the above). 


The Yajddn Parast (47) of the 5th November, in referring to tl 
taken out by Mr, Solicitor Cleveland against the Municipal Commissic 
Bombay, and the one which the Byculla Club is about to take out for th 


condition of the Byculla flats, observes that this filth has been lo 


ey 
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g it to remain 


a great defect of the island, and the Town Council has, by allowing it to re main 
so long, given a great deal of annoyance to the residents of that part. It should 


ay 
« 
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have been removed long ago; and by the Council’s failing to do so, the — 
Municipal Commissioner has fallen into the meshes of the law. Whatever may — 
be the result of the complaint made by Mr.: Cleveland, the Corporation should 
not fail to remove the filth of the flats at once. _ | 


.  Natwe States. | ne | 
The Guzarat Mitra (89) of the 5th November contains a communication | 
dated 20th October, giving news about the State of Jundgarh. After mention- ; oe 
ing that the principal Diwdén of this State has forcibly and unjustly deprived fo ae 
several Girdssids of their girds, the writer states that the head of the Session fe 
Court of this State does not give due attention to his duties. Several persons = 
accused of crimes are suffering imprisonment for some years without inquiry | : 
into the charges brought against Aa - Several prisoners are.still suffering : oo 
imprisonment though the terms of their imprisonment have expired. ee 
A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 2nd a 
November, but received on the 5th, writing from Pdétan, a town in the State of . 
ie Baroda, states that in the bazdr of this town duties are levied on the articles — 
| brought to it, but no list, under the signature of any officer, as to how much 
duty is to be levied on each article, is to be seen posted anywhere; and consequent- ) ea 
ly, the persons who levy the duties must be acting as they like. The authori- oe 
ties concerned are requested to have copies of the list of the rates of the duties & 
posted in different parts of this market. The same writer also states thaton hae. | 
opening a new Government school in the village Balishana of Pargand Patan, a 
one Bhagwan Hird, a Sowkar of that place, placed a few rice grains at the door a 
of each house in the village, with a request to the householder not to send ‘his a 
children to the Government school for education. The ignorant villagers believ- 
ing the misrepresentations of this Sowkdr, have resolved not to educate their e 
children. ‘The writer requests the authorities concerned to take a due notice . 


of this matter. 


& 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


= > ' Te 


| Office of the Director of Public Instruction, us Ae | 
_— CO Poona, 14th November 1876. 
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of the changes, proposed in the Civil Procedure Bill of the Supreme Legislat 
Council. — The writer heartily approves of many of the alterations, and rega 
them as substantial improvements in the existing law on the subject. Son 
changes, however, do not meet with the approval of the writer. Section 25th — 
of the new bill; which stands for Section 6th of Act VIII of 1859, appears to. 
suppress the power of the High Courts, of transferring appeals from’ one subor- 


ens 


rks The Public Administration, ee 
The Arunodaya (7) of the 12th November devotes an editoris 


j : . 
- , * 
mi i # 5) ae 


dinate court to another; but this suppression is not advisable. bi 


many, occasions when such transferences are. very necessary, and the 
Courts ought to have the power of making them. Under the existing law, 


a party can cancel a wakilatndmd or the power of attorney, given by him to a 
‘wakil, at any time he likes, without any permission from the Court to do. so. 


But Section 39 of the Draft Act makes such a permission necessary for cancelling — 


a wakildtnaémé. The Arwnodaya disapproves of this unncessary restriction of 
a party’s free-will. Ifa party can employ a wakil without permission from the 
Court, why cannot he dismiss him without such a permission? Again, the same 


section says . that the power delegated by a wakildtndmd, terminates when a 


degree is obtained ; and it appears from this section, that a fresh wakildtndmé 
must be given to enable the wakil to apply for the execution of the decree and 


_to conduct the case in a re-trial. This limitation of the power given by a wa- 


kilétndmd, is unnecessary and unjust to the parties. Section 49th lays down 


_ that the plaint should always be written in the language of the Court to which 


it is to be presented ; but with the consent of the opposite party and with .the 
permission from the Court the same may be written in English. But the Aru- 
nodaya does not approve of the last permissive clause, observing that the record 
of the Court should be uniformly: in one and the samelanguage. Besides these, 


_ there are one or two minor criticisms on the article under notice. . 


The Hitechchhu (20)'of Kalddgi of the 12th November, in complaining of 


the, excessive increase of crimes in the Kalddgi District, observes that the cri-- 
minal work of the district has increased so much, that the existimg number of 
magistrates available in the district cannot dispose of it. with the usual speed, 


and the complainants and the witnesses are put to extreme annoyance and 
trouble. ‘The district magistrate is requested to apply to Government and get 
sanction for increasing the number of magistrates temporarily. 


* . 


The Shiwéyi (28) of the 10th November, but received on the-12th, in an 


unfinished article, headed * India and England,” observes that England is the 


richest country and possesses the most extensive empire in the would; but her | 


vast possessions, except India, do not. contribute either to her strength or to her 
wealth. They are rather a source of weakness and embarrassment to her. 
India, no doubt, considerably contributes to her wealth, by providing a splendid 
and rich field for employment and commercial activity to her sons, .and thus 
giving them opportunities for. making large fortunes. Hence, to preserve her 


Indian possessions has become a great and essential object of the English policy. 
In order to preserve this distant, but very important, dependency, England, ° 
though a first-rate power in Europe, has consented to be ranked as a second. _ 
rate powerin Asia, The anxiety to preserve India often makes England averse 
to go to a war, and to put up even with humiliation and slight. The ancient ~ 
Romans once ruled a large empire ; but their empire was more compact and was — 


not dispersed over many parts of the world. Again, the ancient Romans were 
the greatest warriors of their times; but the same thin g cannot be said of the 
English. Again, the ancient Romans had to fight only with ‘savage tribes. 


But the English are surrounded with nations as civilized and warlike as them- 


selves. Moreover, in the opinion of the writer in the Shiwdji, the English 


are not in these days as great a military power as they once were. They were 
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never the greatest military power. Thus England with her power diminished is 
become addicted to luxury on account of the wealth it has acquired by the 
acquisition of India. Its military power is getting weak. Englishmen habi- 

tuated to the exercise of a despotie power in India, on their return home often. 
enter parliament, and their influence is likely to spoil the excellent constitution _ 
of England. Among the British Islands themselves Ireland, it is notorious, is — 


no source of strength but of weakness to England. In England itself the lower 
classes are dissatisfied with the higher ones. Moreover, En land is surrounded 
by nations more powerful and more warlike than itself’ She has fought with — 
and made enemies of most of the people, both in Europe and Asia.’ Under 
these circumstances, she is now under a necessity of maintaining her supremacy. 
The writer reserves his counsels for a future issue. : a 


‘A correspondent of the Guzerat Mitra (89) of the 12th November, writing — 
from Thasra, says that from the time of tlie late Government about 65 winghds 
of land have been granted rent-free for maintaining a Saddéwarta or a place for 
charitable distribution of food, in this town. A Bairdgi residing in the town 
has undertaken to conduct the Saddwarta and enjoys the land. But, for the 
last ten years the charitable institution has ceased to exist, and poor and men- 
dicant. travellers have to beg charity from private persons. ‘The writer requests 
the Mamledar to inquire into this matter, and to revive the charitable institu- 
tion. . | : 


Another correspondent of it asks the local fund ‘committee of the taluka in 
which the town of Wadtal is situated, to construct a road from the Boridwi station 
of the B. B. and C, I. Railway to this town. ‘At this place a fair is held twice 
in the year in connection with Swimi Naréyan’s temple situated therein, and 
at each of these fairs about fifteen thousand pilgrims congregate. There being 
no made road from the Boridéwi station to the town, the pilgrims coming by the 
rail suffer great inconvenience. The committee is requested to build roads — 
and privies in this town. The writer also complains that passengers getting 
out of or into carriages at the Boridwi station, experience much inconvenience 
on account of there being no platform at this station. : | 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 13th November com- 
plains that some of the book-sellers-of Bombay who purchase school-books from 


Government in quantities, sometimes sell some of them at prices greater than 


they bear. The book-sellers get the books from the Government Book Depédt 
on commission, which is given them to give them: profit. on retail sales. . But 
they are not satisfied with this. Instead of selling the books at their real prices, 
they exact more prices from school-boys whenever a supply of the books for sale 
is over in the Government Book Depét. The writer requests Government to 
make a binding contract with the book-sellers, to sell the books it sells them on. 
commission, at the exact prices which these books bear on their title pages. 
He prefers this prayer in the interests of the poor persons whose children are 
recelving education in Government schools. 7 : 


The Ahmedabad Samdechér (52) of the 8th November, but received on the 
14th, in expressing its concurrence in the observations made in the last number 
of its local contemporary, the Hitechchhu (41), about the impropriety of allow- - 
ing Government servants to remain in the same town or city for a long number 
of years, again presses upon the attention of Government the request it has 
made several times before this, to transfer Mr. Gopdlradw Hari, the Judge of the 
Small Cause Court of Ahmedabad, to some other place. Mr. Gopalréw, ob- 
serves the Samdchdr, has been in Ahmedabad as the Small Cause Court’s Judge 
upwards of ten years. He has contracted during this time close acquaintance 
and friendship with many people of the city. He has also built a house, and 

ossesses cultivated land here. The Samdchdér thinks the people of Ahmeda- 
ad are not pleased with the justice he dispenses. 
2n P 18—I11 : 
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| The Famine in the Decean. 
The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 18th November, in a editorial, hea 


ning of the Famine in its Frightful and Sad Form,” observes that our Government 
up to this time persisted in calling the great distress, prevailing in the Deccan 


and the Southern Mardtha Country, only a scarcity, and could not believe it to 


be a famine. But now the famine has‘commenced to appear in its real and 


fearful form in the Sholdpur Zillah. From the news published in the Times of - 
India and other newspapers, as also from our own correspondents, it appears " 


that the destruction of human life, which is thé direst and saddest result of a 
famine, has begun to occur in the afflicted districts. About 25 or 30 deaths 
have occurred in the town of Sholdpur, and about 50 more in the district of that 
name. ‘The correspondents of the Bombay English Dailies contend that these 


deaths were not caused by starvation but by a disease induced, they admit, by 


ill-feeding and by exhaustion. Thus, itis plain that the famine was the real 
cause indirect, if not direct, of these melancholy deaths. There is no use in 
concealing the real state of things. The Indu Prakash here takes an opportu- 
nity of giving a hit to the Times of India, by observing that the above sad news 


appears in that English Daily which a few days. ago absurdly accused the 


vernacular press of publishing exaggerated accounts of the famine in the Dec- 
can. Ifsuch sad destruction of human life occurs in such a place as Shold- 
pur, which is on the great railway line and within a day’s journey from the 


seat of Government, the case of the interior must be a great deal worse. The 


bd About two lakhs of the British ryots have gone into. the dominions of 
the Nizam. The fact is not very creditable to the paramount English Govern- 
ment. It is not time for making weak Government resolutions. Government as 
the ruler, as the protector and the universal landlord in the country, must be 
prepared to make arrangements for feeding the famished ryots and their cattle. 
It is a duty which it must perform, not less for its own sake than for theirs. 
Government does not appear to have awakened to this its imperative sy 6 
Thousands of cattle have gone into the country of the Nizam, and thousands 
have fallen into the hands of the butchers. How are the operations of agricul- 
ture to be carried on next year? Whence is Government to receive its land 
revenue? Government should not wait till the calamity assumes its worst 
form. It is not becoming a power which calls itself enlightened and Christian. 
His Excellency the Governor of Bombay and his Councillors appear to enjoy 
their ease. None have gone to see. personally the real state of the afflicted dis- 


talukas of Karmdla, Malsiras and Sdngola have been entirely deserted by the 


‘tricts. Nor has any responsible special officer been appointed for this great and 


urgent work. Corn is said to be pouring in’in enormous quantities into the 
Poona and Sholdpur districts, and the Railway Company is reaping a golden 
harvest. But nothing is done to place food within the means of the starving 
people. Nota word jis uttered to hohe the rate of the railway carriage. Both the 
people and Government very loudly denounce the Mérwéris for their hard-hearted 
selfishness. But neither Government nor its countrymen, the managers of the 
railways, appear to,be in any way more generously disposed towards the starv- 


ing ryots than the abused Mdrwaris are ; and, therefore, we are unable to see any 


distinction between thetwo. During the Bengal famine the great officers like Sir 
George Campbell, Lord Northbrook and Sir Richard Temple worked personally, 
and did not spare themselves ; and, therefore, the a rg ot through the 
fearful crisis safely. Then the writer exhorts the public, both Huropean and 
Native, to exert eaieetvan on this great occasion and do their duty to their 


aoe 


Se ett Sy ‘ 

rte Se 

Oi) iar hee 
: 


xs 
; 


Fido Ga. 


e3% ‘ 
me 


Taree: 
poy 


ep oa 43. % 


a 
fellowmen. They,must forget their i 


that they all are human eG 


r f 4 s 2 rad } “4 
7 ‘ saan hat non y 
a 7 ‘ 4 4 , a aes - 
| 4 ‘i . > ‘ = 4 4 4 
“ a & , >: rt ‘ 5 Om Fa " . Z . = ; = “ 
rs a bt di —- . ? ; I. as 4s 
i, egg Sis es te es year ag ¥ Gant Aa sae eae: ‘al We aie’ ee hes Si te agli . y 
Oa " bP 3 a ¥ 5 5? s ¢ ae a , 4 - 
hay ay . 4 ; 4 re a ape e 
; : 5 ae “ di wy ‘ + Pe gh en 
" 44 » & : 
‘ ¥ f 4 
, Z . ee a ; = + 
' € 4 ~ fe 52 
, ; Z , ae i 4 i 
, Mi 4 Ey ; ‘ f cok eee RS el en! CAR” Seta e974) tetoe elas hese t 
, r ‘ a ov Fe ieee A a f it 
: ee so anaes RE ae ony. “wea 
; ‘ 4 G ay » ¥ : ve EF vg > > oe , 
5; “ 
a y 1 : ; % 4 % : 
e i a. @ ™“ 


the real condition of the ryots of that place. 


; » 


ae The Native Opinion (2) of the 12th November has an article, headed — 2 
=. { “Disastrous Effects of the Famine at Sholépur.” | ‘The great poverty in which = 
fj  ~—_.___ the ryots are steeped and which has so greatly intensified the dire effects of, the . = 8 - 
prevailing famine, is the direct result of the excessive revenue assessment im- - . 
posed by the Government. The poor ryot is altogether unable to save anythin; 
on which he can fall back in time of need. There are now no stores of corn in 
the country, as was the case in the good old times. Many villages have become 
depopulated, their inhabitants having dispersed: in all directions in quest of food. - 
Cattle deserted by their owners are wandering in the jungles and dying in 
numbers. Government has not been perfectly idle. It is doing something to 
alleviate the distress, but the efforts it has put forth are very smniall. Its relief 
reaches but a very few sufferers. The rate of wages, again, which are given to 
the laborers at its relief works, are inadequate for the maintenance of the work- ___. ag 
re Epidemics have made their pe among the wretched sufferers. a 
he Opinion apprehends a great mortality in the afflicted districts this year. As : a 
for the private charity, the Opinion cannot expect any very great relief from this ee. 
source. The people possess neither the egy et | means nor the necessary 
public spirit for the great and arduous work. After these introductory remarks, 
the writer gives a Marathi translation of the telegrams from Sholdpur, recently 
published in the Bombay Dailies describing the great distress prevailing there, 
< and reporting deaths from starvation. | 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 13th November publishes under the head, 

. . ‘News from the Famine Districts,” letters from Réwangaon, Miraj, Médha, 
Mohol, Shirol in the Kolhapur territories, Badémi and Tdsgaon. All these 
letters tell of emigration, great dearness or even scarcity of corn, and of the 
extreme miseries of the people. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 138th November, in a leader, headed ‘ The 
Famine, the Grain-dealers and Government,” thanks Government for opening 
relief works for the benefit of the poor laborers, but complains of the extreme 
low wages which are given to the poor workmen. They are paid at the rate 
of two annas for a man, one anna and a half for a woman, and one anna for a. 
boy or a girl. These rates are obviously too low in these days when corn is 
sold at famine price. These rates ought to be doubled, if Government sincerel 
wishes to relieve the poor ryots. Government also ought to make some provi- 
sion for feeding the infirm, the old and the sick gratis, Then, referring to the 
Ses excessive rate of profit which the grain-dealers are making at the expense of 
x the common ryots, the writer in the Suryodaya considers 1t very unjust on the 
part of these dealers to exact such a high rate of profit, and asks Government 
to interfere and compel them to sell their corn at a reasonable price. (The 
Nasik Writt (19) of the 11th November, but received on the 15th and one or 
two other papers make the same ate to Government :—namely, asks it to 
interfere with free trade and compel the grain-dealers to be satisfied with a : Ps 
‘reasonable rate of profit.) : 


: | The Arunedaya (7) of the 12th November in an article, headed “ Prickly- 
8 _ pear as Fodder for Cattle,” refers to the letter on the above subject, written by 
a some European gentlemen in Madras to the Revenue Board of that Presidency, 
a | and earnestly prays Government and the public to give a fair. trial to this very 
5 useful and happy suggestion. Ifthe experiment succeeds, it will prove of the 
. a | ' greatest value at this particular time, says the writer. <= — epg 
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p ____ The same publishes news-letters from Sinnar, Jath and Bijapur, alleom- == _ 
a: rahe of the distress prevailing in Ges ples, Maakeueleak ce = 
- they have repeatedly applied ee ee ee ee ee ss 


cannot obtain through any honest means. The same story of woe is related by . 
the correspondent from Bijépur.  s_—>— | ee Ste 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 9th November, but received on the 13th, in 
an article, headed “ The Famine,” states that great distress 18 prevailing in all 
the talukas of that zillah. Hundreds of the poor people, says the Writ, areseen ~ 
to wander with their families for food from village to village. Several others 
are getting Sra aba from hunger, and crimes are frightfully increasing. ‘The 
writer thankfully notices the very praiseworthy and Gecpesteat efforts made by | 
. 3 some good local officers and charitable private individuals to mitigate the dis- 

tress of their fellowmen. 


A correspondent of the Shiwdji (28) of the 10th November, but received on | 

the 12th, after giving a long account of the distress prevailing in, the famime- 

stricken districts generally and in the Indépur Taluka particularly, states that oe a 

the rates of wages given to the wretched laborers employed on the relief works, _ a 

are too low to afford them that relief for which the works have been professedly 8 

| _ opened ; and asks the authorities to remové this just complaint. He thinks that ! se 
ON a male laborer should get three annas, and female one two annas, a day. as 


; ! A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the {11th November, but oe 
received on the 18th, writing from Réichor, in the Nizam’s territory, states that oo 
. famine has appeared at this place, and people are suffering great distress ; but a 
the Nizam’s Government which is engaged in making preparations for going to - 
the Delhi Darbar, has not made any arrangements for their relief. He pays the 
charitable public of Bombay to send some money out of the famine fund 
| started in Bombay, for the relief of the people of Raichor. The people of this 
place now and then gather in crowds to attack and plunder the grain market of a 
it ; but the police has as yet succeeded in preventing them from carrying out a 
their illicit object. He also speaks of a report that a starving oilman has sold oe 
for rupees six at a place near Réichor his two young daughters aged five and oe 
six years respectively. seas | os 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 18th November is extremely glad to _ “ee 
learn that the Poona Dharma Sabhé, or the association of Poona for promoting es 
charity, has undertaken to receive young children, deserted or made over by 1 ae 
their parents or guardians from their inability to maintain them in these days 

) of dearth. Many children deserted by their parents have been found in the 
Shol4pur collectorate, and many more will, very probably, be found in the other a 
famine-stricken districts; and the number of such deserted and helplesschildren ae 
is sure to increase as the famine increases in its rigor as the season advances. : ae 


ore le Garotee 
Fs 


 ? Such helpless beings ought to excite the pity of the charitable public, which a 
e must do something for their- maintenance, proper keeping and education if pos- ee 
sible. The Lord Bishop of Bombay had a few days ago shown a desire to | @ 

receive and feed such children. His Lordship’s wish was certainly very bene oo 


3 worthy. But one condition attached by the Bishop to.this humane and chs 
= able’ work, was that the children so received and fed by him would be brou, 
: up in the Christian religion. His Lordship ought not to be blamed for at 


>. 


Se 
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ing this condition. The missionaries : 


object of spreading Christianity, and while 


. , . > I. hoe vi 
. _ 2 | 4 A ia 
"¥ dl bi Z. sts a % 
» ° * , a t Pint Rt . a 2 ; ® # <A ‘i 
“ *< 3 > ee : r ga ‘Mig UPA £ \ Yi ys mee eae ecce. | 
e - B;2 i - eae ies : a 2 Di aS vic cae en REP a cod is 
, { . w ’ a) ion a i Bs 2 ey 
‘ . ; 1 : 2 . & > ‘ pes = 3 ae 
numpder Of @oOoad acts. e Inaus or rsons Or OUDer FTeucgions ad Ww “ 
‘ - : * 5 TT Ss FD eat Tare Sa ge IST To OA eh 
‘ ‘ es E oF Oe te 5S GA MRS: BA A Z 3 Pah ee ay Boas Sate 
& i POR MY gC eee 0 MORE ES ae 8 . © igs eae ete 
y @ ¥ : ®) 
4 KB % 


that the young children should be brought up to 


vide for receiving and maintaining such children. The Samdchdr is glad that 


the Poona Dharma Sabhd has resolved to receive and 
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A correspondent of the same describes, in a few words, the condition of the 


towns and. districts of Ahmednagar, Kalddgi and Belgaum and of the Native 
State of Akalkot. He says that the cold season has commenced in the town of 
Ahmednagar, and there are no signs of rain. Hundreds of people are to be 
seen suffering from a scarcity of grain, and it seems that, after a short time, 


they will have to suffer from a scarcity of water also. The grain-dealers of this 


place have shut up their shops for fear-of being plundered by the populace, 


which has become unruly, not. caring for the police. The people of Kalddgi 
have commenced to desert it, and hundreds of them are seen roaming about in > 


search of food. The cattle have become so weak for want of fodder. that some 


of them die while going along.' They are offered for a yery cheap price, but no. 
ate are to be had. Some of them were sold for four or five pieces of 


read. There is great need of Government extending some relief to the famine- 
stricken people of this district. Inthe Belgaum District-the ryots are suffering 


much, the Government not having opened sufficient relief works; they suffer and . 


complain of their condition to the taluka authorities. Inthe State of Akalkot 
the ryots suffer much from a scarcity of food and water.. Some of the ryots are 
employed on petty relief works, but a large majority is without relief. On ac- 
count of the great scarcity of grain and fodder, the ryots have become hopeless 
and go in search of food in all directions, deserting their children. 7 


The Jdéme Jamsed (43) of the. 11th November, but received on the 13th, 


ublishes an account given by an eyewitness of the great distress prevailing in 


the Sholépur District. The writer relates the same tale of distress which is 
heard from all sides,—of the ryots deserting their villages in large numbers, 
and going in search of food for themselves and of fodder for their cattle either 
to the Nizam’s country or to‘ other places; of the ryots suffering great pangs 
from starvation, and in their hopeless condition selling their children under the 
hope of the latter being fed and saved from death by somebody; of distressed 
women going about half-naked for want of sufficient clothing ; and of grain- 
dealers asking exorbitant prices for grain. The ryots leave their villages in 
large numbers accompanied by their cattle, leaving behind in the villages one 
or two persons whom they give by contribution some corn to maintain them- 
selves.. The sight presented by the: starving ryots and their cattle is reall 

pitiful. The distressed not finding fodder wherever they go, either sell their 


starving cattle at a nominal price or desert them altogether. The writer pays 


Government to take charge of the deserted cattle and feed them. He speak 
most highly of the efforts made by Mr. Grant, the Collector of Sh 
Mr. Murérji Gokuldas for establishing an orphanage for young children deserted 
by the starving ryots, and.clothing half-naked women. Through the exertions 
of the two charitable gentlemen funds have been raised for both the above 
mentioned objects ; but they are not adequate to the demand; an 


" 


d the writer 


exhorts the charitable public of Bombay to subscribe sufficient money for them. 
4np18—l11 ne oe 
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7 portion of the Indian Empire. Day by day fearful accounts are 
a _ The Times of India, which recently absurd]; 
sation it levelled against others: The Times very recently publishedatelegram —_. 
that twenty-five persons Lad died in Shol4pur from starvation, and that two 
children had died inthe house of Mr. Collector Grant from the same cause. 
, . , The Bombay Gazette and the Times’ own Poona correspondent contradict the 
telegram, and say that the twenty deaths did occur, not from starvation but from 
: cholera, and the occurrence of the deaths of the two children is ten weeks old. — 
: Making due allowance for the exaggerated accounts, the Rdst Goftdr agrees — oa 
with the Times of India that both Government and the public have to withstand ' 1s 
a severe famine, about which there is no doubt of any kind. The Bombay Goyv- 
ernment is aware of this, and has commenced to adopt strong measures. But 
they are yet insufficient. It has opened relief works, but by themselves they 
are not enough. It must encourage the public to extend charitable aid to the 
a | unfortunate people of the famine-stricken districts. The Bombay Government 
d . has probably grown shy by the outcry which was raised against the alleged 
extravagance of Lord Northbrook’s Government in the late Bengal famine. But 
= ! it must rise superior to this fear of criticism, and boldly adopt large measures 
, which alone would save the distressed as well the character of the Government. ee 
oS No sooner had Lord Northbrook satisfied himself about the existence of the 
Sengal famine than he opened the gushing fountain of the orev charity, ; 
and Sir Philip Wodehouse ought to do the same. : 


The same, in another article, highly praises Mr. Grant, the Collector of . 
Sholdpur, and Mrs. Grant, for their great and humane exertions in affording 
relief to the distressed ryots of the Sholdpur collectorate. Mr. Grant affords 
more protection to the distressed ryots than a father gives to his children. He 
took the earliest opportunity to bring to the notice of Government the then 

, | impending calamity of the famine. He applied to the public of Bombay on 

the earliest occasion for aid for the distressed ryots of his district, and he takes 
the greatest trouble one can take for relieving the distress of the famine-stricken 
people. He works by day, and moves from one place to another in his district 
| by nihgt. Mrs. Grant assists her good husband in his charitable work. She has 
‘applied to the ladies of Bombay for charity to open an asylum for young chil- _ 
dren. Many parents in the Sholdpur District, who under theheavy calamity of = a 
the famine cannot maintain their children, want to give them away to persons. a 
* who would nourish them. Some children are even said to have been sold by ae 
their distressed parents. Several have died from the great poverty of their os 
parents. Thousands of women work on Government relief works. While work- 
ing there they cannot attend to their children’s wants. Mrs. Grant wantsto. 
open a “ Dudhkhgn4” in Sholépur, in which she would receive children under ; 
the age of eight years that they may be brought up before the eyes oftheir ‘ee 
parents without becoming a burden to them. ‘The good lady wishes to feed) oe 
these children on milk and other appropriate food, and bring them up,—a more; — ees 
charitable work than which there cannot.be. May God bless the good lady for 2 ee 


_ . 4 


this humane work! The Kdst Goftdér next observes that Mrs.Grant'sgoodexam-| 
ple has been t aken up by the “Poona Dharma Sabhé,” which also wants to 1. 
ee receive children under eight years and to feed and bring them up until their ae 
ae parents ask them back; and hopes that the people of other cities and towns will oe 
: follow the good example set by the good Kuglish lady. se wee 


{ publishing exaggerated accounts of the famine, has itself come under the accu. - 
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? A correspondent of the same, ' 

the coming famine are shewing then 
of ryots beginning to suffer distress on accot 

s corn. He asks Government to buy corn in’ distric 

- _sell it to the laborers engaged on relief works in jf 

r He thinks that the calamity will: appear in its fear: 


ese 
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’ a oe ee ; Municipalities. oo oe eee 
: | The Broach Wartamdn (55) of the 18th November once more requests the . 
' | municipality of Broach to add a few steps to the stone ghaut on the river at — ao 


this town, known by the name of Bhdgdakot, at the spot where large holes have = =  — 
| : been formed. Some loose stones are lying in the river near this ghaut, which oe 
- requently injuire the boats touching at this ghaut; and they may be wellused  _—yj. 
: 8 or adding the step8 in question. The Wartamdn-also requests the corporation’ 
e o repair the gate near the above-mentioned ghaut, as nearly half of it has 


‘ ay allen down and the remaining half isin adanperous condition. = © © © 

= oa Ratloays.© ae ee : a 

ia ss The Hitechehiu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 9th November, but received on 

_-. _ the 12th, complains that though complaints have been frequently made both by : 

| _ the public and the press, the servants of the B. B. and C. I. Railway donot © 
E appear to pay due attention to the conveniences or the personal luggage of the __ ee 


| | passengers. It is very strange that these complaints have as yet escaped the Se 
i. notice of such a shrewd and active officer as Mr. Duxbury. - The Hitechchhu then - 
ia makes a specific complaint. It says that the local train from Surat nowaday ae 
reaches Ahmedabad after dark. ‘This train reaches the Bérejari station atthe =  . 


time of lamp-lighting. But no lamps are lighted in the carriages of thistrains  $- 


q and the passengers have to travel in the, dark for eight or nine miles to Ahmeda- __ a 
bad. At the latter station they experience great trouble to recognize andtake = -. 

their luggage in the dark carriages, and sometimes, on account of the darkness - 
) and the hurry of the occasion, leave behind them some of the articles of their 
luggage or personal clothing. Most of these lost articles are not claimed by the - 
_ passengers, and are at last sold by the railway company by auction. , Mr. 


> Duxbury is requested to order the lighting of lamps in the carriages of this — 

bos ocal train at the Bérejari station, to save the passengers from the abovemen- = 

| _ tioned inconvenience and loss. The Hitechchhu also complains that on the 

occasions of the fairs on full-moon days at Dakor there areso few carriages in i 

: the trains leaving for that station, that at times the carriages are very much. 

crowded. On these occasions passengers run to secure seats, and in their hurry a 

Be miss their young children or are knocked down and hurt. The Traffic Manager a 

sds requested to remove this complaint also.. — ne aU a 
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| The Public Administration, — 


ernment Resolution on the Utilization of the Native Product " fe 


) resolution of the Government of India, calling on the State Railwa 
Ae a oe Public Works Department to use, as far as practicable, mat 


produced in India, and to avoid their importation from Em 


time all the materials and articles required by the above departm 
be imported from ‘Europe, and millions of money went from India to Engla 
as the price of these articles and materials. Many of these can be prepared 1 
India even now, and many more can be produced in the course of a few year: 
if the Indians are encouraged to give their attention to these industries. The — 
great rise in the rate of the Kuropean exchange which has so seriously affected 
the Indian exchequer, has oitibtied the Indian Government to direct its at- 
tention to the encouragement of home industries and manufactures,—a subjeet 
which ought to have attracted its notice and patronage a long time ago. How- - 
ever, though late'in coming, the measure must be hailed with joy by every 
P. _. well-wisher of this country ; and the Opinion only hopes that the goo résolu- 
‘ tion will not remain a mere dead-letter, and Government will see that it is 
| thoroughly and honestly carried out. (The Dyndn Prakdsh (3) of the 23rd .. — 
November also expresses similar views on the above resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India). ee a ee 
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The Arunodaya (7).of the 19th-November, in continuation of its article on 
the new Civil. Procedure Bill of the Government of India, observes that Section | 
- 211 treats of the subject of a set-off. Thesection contains some improvements ; . 
< - but introduces an innovation which the writer in the Arunodaya does not 
approve of. The section says that a portion of his debt due from the plaintiff, — 
‘ willingly given up by the defendant in order to mnake a set-off, can be recovered . ~ 
_N °~... by him afterwards by bringing up afresh suit. In the opinion of the writer, — 
‘ such a suit cannot be maintained under the existing law, and he thinks that 
_ -, «the présent law is sound on the point. The request of the defendant to make 
r a set-off is considered asa plaint. The proposed law also accepts this view 
. of the request; and if the request for a set-off is looked upon as a plaint, 1 = 
a must be for the whole cause according to the universal principle on the subject. 
Section 113 says, that if the parties fail to make their statements within a given 
_ time, the Court is onipewtiead to give a decision against the defaulting party, — 
; or to.dispose of the case in any manner it thinks proper. The critic in the 
Arunodaya thinks this provision 1s both inconvenient and uncalled for. The. _ 
object of this provisior can be gained by calling the parties as witnesses ; and - 
if any of them fails to obey the summons, he incurs the responsibility of a de- 
faulter. Section 117 also proposes.to introduce a new principle. It says that — 
i , if a party does not contradict, expressly or by implication, any of the facts — oo 
: aE contained in the statement of his antagonist, the former will be held to admit ee a 
_ those facts for the purposes of the suit under consideration. ‘This is, no doubt, re 
a _ the acknowledged principle of the English law; but many thoughtful and emi- 
— nent judges are of. opinion that it should not be rigorously enforced in India, | ae 
a _. There is no doubt that the application of the above principle will greatly facili- <a 
- . +. tate investigation and determination’ of proof. But the facts that the majority: : 
-. of the people of this country is very ignorant and that the knowledge of the . ee 
.., . Native languages shown by many of the European judges is often very imper- a 
. aa fect, must not be forgotten ; and under these circumstances, the enforcement oe. + ee 
ie the above principle cannot be said to be very wise. It would lead in many = = 2 32 © 
instances to an utter defeat of justice. — ie es Re ee 
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_,The same and some other papers blame Government for sanctioning an __ : ue 
expenditure of one hundred thousand rupees from the Indian treasury, for age tipo nla 


preparing a picture of the Imperial assemblage which is to take place at Delhi : 
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measures to remove it. 


The same, in another article, observes that the famine which has fallen on 
the Deccan and the Southern Mardtha Country, has compelled thousands ofthe . = 
ryots of these afflicted districts to abandon their homes and migrate with their | 
families and cattle into the Nizam’s territories. About 200,000 ryots are said 
to have gone there from the Sholdpur District alone. A proportionate number — 
of cattle must have accompanied these unfortunate emigrants. Many more cee 
ryots must have gone there from the afflicted districts. In these districts many ~ 
villages have become’entirely tenantless, or lampless as the Natives express 
a ‘it. At first small villages bein to be abandoned ; and:now emigration has — 
2G | commenced ‘to issue from the larger towns also. _The ryots never abandon their 
ancestral homes and lands unless they are forced to do so by a dire necessity. 
| . No Government officer ever asked them not to abandon their houses, and assured 
 & them of any succour. They found that nobody cared for them. They saw 
that it was impossible for.them to maintain themselves in the British territories, 
and, therefore, they sought that..refuge in the Nizam’s dominions which they oe 
_could not. get under the British rule. These large emigrations, thatis solarge - «©  # | 
an abstraction of. agricultural labour and took, must prove injurious to the oo a 
interests of the Government ‘and of the country. Moreover, this fact reflects ee io 
much discredit on the British Government, whisk ought to give its serious ee 


ioral Soa 


. attention to it. The Nizam’s Government is praised for making a wise use of : 

this opportunity, and for populating its waste lands by affording the soyght-for. . | 
relief.to these emigrants. - It assigns to them spots for forming new villages, #8 / 

and gives them materials for raising huts and lands for cultivation. Itonly -- . — 

requires the emigrants to sign a written agreement, binding the settlerstobe $= = | 

its own ryots permanently. The Nizam’s officers refuse to grant anyrelief  _—sv — 

unless. the above condition is accepted by the emigrants. Thewriterinthe -  §=: = 


Be _.  Kalpataru ascribes this large emigration to the exorbitant. rates of the land 
> assessment ‘in the British territories, and regards the draught as a divine == | 
punishment inflicted on the British Government for its greediness;§ = + ... se 


_ The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 16th November, but received on the 19th, oo. 
opens with a leader, containing a brief review of the important services render- ; se - 
_ ed by Mr. Robertson to the Dharwar District, during the last eight yearshe has a 
a ,’ been its Collector. Before the time of Mr. Robertson. there was no high school a ae 
oe F for the Dharwar District, and the a le who wished to have: their sons edu- oe 
a _cated up to the matriculation standard, were obliged to send them either to 
Belgaum or Kolh4pur. But many persons could not send their sons to these . ate ace 
distant places, either from a pecuniary inability or other difficulties, and the = 8 ==¢ © 

district remained backward in the matter of hig 1 education. The good Col- | Gee 
lector saw this want, and exerted himself to remove it. His efforts succeeded ; 


and in 1872 a high school was established at’ Dharwar. The institution is mt 
- Q2nrep2zds—11 sie sagee ee, oe | : 


¥, 


Ps 


2 % 
7 
2: 


n for this Valeo hoon The Dharws 
proof of Mr. Robertson's zeal in the cau: 
from. which Mr: Robertson’s efforts 


9 


ad Bi tate en Oak ake 
Oe Ae | ‘ 


% 


- eed a *¥ = 
ee OTS . 6 ; ‘ : i > Sea ia : > ee 
i : . Meer SS i. 
4 ‘ . 4 R Sno A oh, a aan 2 4 
" £ . 4 > 7 ae 
; ae, 3 (.& sae 
; : HS : RS 
. 7 ¢ 5 ‘i po a 
i. t% 7 res BE Beda “ { 
ts So: OS Siete nn TT gee SRS bes 
meat ¥V y : ¥S : ROMS ey ? 
. 41090 18 &@ 
} . ’ $ sire P f) Lgots 
‘ TR SSE gee Cae Soo zi TEs At ed 
eae ‘a 2 , a ‘ ay, ai has » 
is Fie awe gs ta Se, .: rat % 
jes “4 i ¥ d Ss ¥F os + 
4 ‘ 4 4 
a . 7 | wr x ¥ 
= hae . 
¢ bie. 


Nee 


a of improvement. The good Collector has effected all this good work, and ha 

ul | -also attained a gréat popularity among the ryots. The writer is very glad. 

4 ee to hear that this good and able officer is soon to be promoted 4o the higher 

: << , age of a Revenue Commissioner; and though the people of Dharwar will 

4 ane e sorry to lose his good services, they are glad, to find him go toa sphere of 
a wider utility and greater power to do good to a larger number of Her Majesty's 

a8 subjects. oe pipes | 


4 ; —. The Surya Prakash (40) of the 18th November, but reeeived on the 19th> 

ae ' thinks that the fines of five to ten rupees, inflicted by Ithe City Magistrate of . 

s _ Surat on owners of carriages who do not carry lights ‘while driving their . 7 

: carriages through the streets at night, are very heavy. Considering the poor nos 
condition of the owners of hack carriages and carts, it is’ unjust to inflict such ee 
-heavy fines upon them for the trifling offence of not carrying lights. For the .. — 

first offence they should be simply warned ‘not to commit it again. For after eae 
offences they may be fined, but not so heavily. The Surya Prakdsh requests i 
Mr. Pratt, the District Magistrate, to instruct the City Magistrate to adopt the .. = 
above suggestion. — re co eae : 


* 
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*. 


The same, in another leader, requests the local fund committee of the’ 

Surat District to connect the villages round about Surat with which they have oe ee 

ef ; "great intercourse, by means of good macadamised roads. After censuring the : Po 

oS . committee for not executing these useful means of communication with the | oe 

= : ‘principal city of the district, the Surya Prakdsh observes that the inhabitants : 

D4 of the villages surrounding Surat experience great inconyenience in keeping up | 
@ communication with it in the rainy season. In the last rainy sedson a great 
‘deal of water was collected near Gotdl4wddi, and a horse was killed in conse- 

quence of it. Water-also collects outside the Bechraji and several other gates eo 

P : of the city. The Surya Prakdsh also censures the committeefor not reparmg = - 

a . the ghauts on the river Tapti, while it gives them away in contract and receives © ‘f 1 


| y : | He es | A correspondent of the H: itechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 1 6th Novem- Cues * ee 
+ ber, but received on the 19th, complains that the road in the town of Harsol = 


ie leading to the river Meswo, on whose bank it is situated, is very. uneven, nar- 


a. -. row, and inconvenient, Particularly women who have to bring the river water = 


: ‘ * S 
~ s to ee 


visits the town on | rcult, and order it to | 
The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (52) of the 15th 
19th, highly praises the Acting Judge of the Small Ca 
for doing his work in an orderly manner and not ‘allow 
wakils to make a noise in the Court. The. Samdchdr tal 
make an attack.once more on Mr. Gopalr4w. Hari Desh 
incumbent of the place. ee ey 


ei ' 


_ The same approves of the rule recently made by the police of Ahmédabac 
to allow nobody to beat tomtoms on the roads of that city without. previously 
obtaining permission. This rule, however, requires that the name of the prin- 


mite are fo 


- 
“ 


cipal tomtom beater:should be given by the person who. requires the tomtoms ° 
to be beaten, that the same may be entered in the pass. This requisition, how- 
ever, creates unnecessary trouble and some expense, without any advantage 
fromit. A pass simply stating what kinds-of tomtoms are to be beaten and 
their number will do as well. “The Samdchdér requests the police to do away - 


As 
bi 


with the above-mentioned unnecessary requisition. oe ‘ | 


The same states that though the term of the opium contract is. over, no 
new notification regarding anew contract has been yet published. © “ 


* * 
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. The Famine in the Deccan. 


* 
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__ The Nativé Opinion (2) of the 19th November, in an article gives an account 
of the distress prevailing in the Karméla Taluka of the Shol4pur District arid 
in the Navalgunda Taluka of the Kalddgi District. In: the former taluka there 
were 105,000 inhabitants distributed into 123 villages. Most of the villages have 
lost several ryots. It issaid that a half or even more than a half of the population 


Five or six villages are entirely deserted. It is impossible to ascertain the exact 
number of the cattle the taluka has lost. It is generally believed that about three- 
fourths of the number have gone out of it. Many of those that have left the’ 
taluka, have died either from exhaustion or under the knife of the butcher. 

_ There is reason to believe that the taluka had about 65,000 head of cattle, and 

- about 40,000 of these have gone out of it.. It is hard to say how long the - - 
owners will be able to maintain their remaining live-stock. Fodder’ has » 

become excessively dear, and after some time it will be nearly impossible to get. 
it for any price. Water is getting scarce in many places. About tem thousand 
people are employed on the relief works in the tuluka; yet there are many 
-more who. are idle and are willing to be employed. The weuk and infirm are 


of thie taluka have abandoned their houses, and gone in search of a livelihood. 


supplied with a small quantity of corn gratis by the Mémledér, who is authori 
ta to spend about 500 rupees on this work. It is said that about 8 or 15 
ersons have died up to this time from starvation. ‘The condition of .the 
awalounda Taluka a een somewhat better than the above though bad enough 
_in itself. The crops of this taluka have generally failed almost everywhere. The 
taluka is also suffering from. the scantiness of water. The ryots of this. taluka 
are in the habit of growing cotton; and consequently, there is not. much corn 
in the taluka. Some ryots of this taluka also have left their houses and gone 


abroad in search of food, But there is no instance of a village being entirely — 
abandoned. ~Nor is there an instance of a ryot having died of’ starvation in 
this taluka. The people, however, are - experiencing great distress, and. th 
cattle have died, and others are threatened with death. They are still 
hopes Or peumue re. ee ee he ts Sees a 


: 
’ . « * ; 


oe ae 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 23rd November publishes news-letters fi 
‘its correspondents from Bégalkot, Naldurg in the Nizam’s territory, Mc 
8nPe2o--ll . ee Bim 
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h the ‘are involved. Then | ; 
7 irae more particularly to the Satara District, the Mitra says that eee 
hatau, M4n, Taésgaon and other talukas are experiencing extreme dis- ~ oo 
tress. Cattle are dying in numbers from hunger and thirst. Men are not im a Gee 
much better condition than their cattle. They are seen wandering.aboutin all — oa 


-directions in search of food, but they get little or nothing. In the town oe 
Satara itself the crime of theft is again on the increase. The writer,refers to . ae 
several recent cases, . =i st, | oe Sa ee oo 


The same publishes letters from its correspondents from Karéd, Mahob, «ge 
‘ites and Chimangaon, all complaining of the great distress prevailingin those 
p aces, > | ae . P a > : oe . . %; | ae ‘ : nee 
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' The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 15th November, -but received onthe 20th, —s—i(w : 
very highly praises Mr. Grant, the Collector of Shol4pur, and Mr. Moore, the 8 = 
Collector of Satara, for theix great and humane efforts to mitigate the greatdis-. - = = 

-- tress from which the ryots of their respective districts are suffering. Boththeso = = 
_ officers are acting most nobly, and deserve the deep gratitude of the people in » | 
. whose behalf they are striving so disinterestédly, = - | ae 3 
. he Arunodaya (7) of the 19th November opens witha leader, headed 

‘* The Famine ee Our People,” in ‘which the writer makes a.very strong @p- 
peal to his. countrymen generally, and to. the people of: the Tanna District oo 

‘particularly, to do their duty to their unfortunate countrymen of the famine = 

_ districts, He appeals to their benevolence, to their sense of duty, totheir pride, 2 = . 


. 


and ‘even to their sense of shame, and earnestly asks them to-come forwardand i ———. 
help their starving brethren in their distress, a en 


e following is the summary « oe 
ed from inspection of some six villages. The total number of the h Se a ae 
six villages was 231 ; but out of this number 348 have become alto oa 

. less. The population of these villages was 4,689; but 1,634 p a ae 
their homes and gone abroad in search of food.. In these vill 2 SS 
6,127 head of cattle ; but out of this number 3,450 have gt Se 
more particularly, the wmter states that one of hese six v ae Se 


, * ' e.* 
‘ ‘ 


. 
. 
: 
. : 
: 
‘ 4 
a 
* 
* ‘ 
. 
o 
. 
> 
r . ; 
e — 
~ 
. 
: 

. 
‘ 

o 

: 
* : 
: 
* 
. 
: 
' . 
* 
® 
J = 
> , 
. $ 
. ° ‘ > 
* Sy" eee ee a ry Ss ee ES He es VL totes a ieee 


Selig ee 


Beep. 
"Saeed oe 


Laie ey 


JacEEers ; 
eho 


There 


mae | 
TT f . - 
, wii 


a of the ryots aum Dis- 


trict, which is not so badly affected as the Kalddgi District, the state of 


The same publishes letters from its correspondents from Bérsi and Indi, 
giving accounts of the great distress experienced by the poor fyots in those 
places. Several poor people contrive to live there on oil-cakes and rotten old 
grain, both mixed together and made into bread. Both these writers speak of 
large emigrations and destruction of cattle. ea 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 16th November, but received 
on the 19th, is exceedingly sorry to find that while Government and the - 
charitable public are making so great exertions to afford relief to the unfortu- 
nate people of the famine-stricken districts of the Deccan and the Southern ; 
Mahratta Country, the employés of the B. B. and C. I. Railway do not seem to oe 
make sufficient exertions in aid of these people. They take more time than 
a fortnight to send grain from Ahmedabad to Poona. Large quantities of grain | 
sre seen lying at some of the stations of this railway, and are spoiling there. ‘ 
This conduct of the railway is disadvantageous not only to the owners of the 
grain and the Railway Company but also to the famished Deccan ryots. This 
railway has not lessened the charges for the carriage of grain to the famine- 
stricken districts, and has shown its hard-heartedness towards the miserable : 
Deccanis. It could not find in its heart even the little grace which the = 

oe G. I. P. Railway has shewn. The Hitechchhu has heard that the Thdkor of | 
Pethdpur has prohibited the exportation of corn from his little State. If this 

report be true, the Thakor deserves to be condemned for his hard-heartedness pf 
and folly. A petition on the subject pathos. been presented to Mr. Fernandez, — : a 
the City Magistrate of Ahmedabad, he intends inquiring into the matter. es 


~The Bombay Samdchér (42) of the 18th November, but received on the - a 
20th, contains a communication, dated Shol4pur the 16th instant, giving an : 
account of the distress prevailing in that district. The writer states that the 

ots of this district have been suffering from abject poverty for a long time;. 
and it is to be regretted, that before a decision was given on the report of the 
commission appointed by Government to inquire into their condition, they - 
have been attacked by a fearful famine. These unfortunate ryots have yet to 
pass a long time under the heavy calamity which has befallen them, and yet 


several of them have sold even there kamlis for maintaining their families; — ay 
; while: others have, after suffering starvation for two or three days, sold even a 
‘ the metal tumblers from which they drank water. It is a pitiable sight to see ee 
4 several of the ryots selling for nominal prices, with tears flowing from their a 
; eyes, their beloved cattle, such as milk cows and buffaloes, he buffaloes and oe 
‘ bullocks and horses. On. Tuesday last about fifteen -hundred cattle were | ee 
i brought for sale into the bazar at Sholépur, and some'of them fetched very a 
trivial prices. Mulch cows were sold for one rupee each; bullocks for eight - 
annas to a rupee and a half; milch buffaloes for one rupee to four rupees ; and | = 
horses for two annas to one rupee and a half.. The writer regrets to see no 2 
movement is made on the part of Government to save these cattle, which, | 
4 though the Mémledér and others remain present in the bazdr to prevent their 
et being bought by butchers, are surreptitiously purchased by the latter through SS 
4 - Mahdrs and other low-caste people. The writer was told by some ryots that — py 
they were refused em loyment on relief works as they had no implements of a 
their own to. work with. It is absurd to expect Bye who are so greatly : 
distressed to provide their own implements to work with on relief -works ; and. 
Government ought to. remove this condition, if one has been actually made. : 
4np25—l1 | | 7 : 
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Many ryots suffer starvation for two or three : ar ; ee 

when they happen to get it from charitable pe vi ee 
road on their way to procure work ¢ = Cen 
very thin and wretched on account ; shove ee 
public to save them from more pan h which stare : a 
every day. Old and rotten jowdr and other corn are coming ree 
and their use is sure to give strength to the epidemic. The writer fount ce 
the 15th instant some rotten and stinking corn on the railway station at { 

_‘épur, and drew the attention of the European Superintendent to it, who rep 
that at the present time it was not likely that any authority would 
of it and prevent its coming. Two persons on the station were attacked 4 
cholera, which seemed to make its’ appearance there on account of the bad stin | 
of the corn. The writer requests the authorities concerned to prevent the im- i 
portation of such corn into Sholépur. | ‘ 2 

The Jdme Jamsed (43) of the 20th November, after rejoicingly noticing the a 

importation of large quantities of corn into the famine-stricken districts of the re 
Deccan, and the fall in the late high prices as well as the further large quantities 
which are on their way from Kurrachee and other parts of India for those 


9 


districts, observes that notwithstanding this the Government of Bombay ought 

not to neglect its duty of taking due precautions for the future. Accountsmore - . 
frightening than those received before, are coming from the famine-stricken - 
districts. For a period of eight months the large population of eighty lakhs 

of souls is to be fed; and there are fears of the famine becoming much more 
rigorous than it is now. Government ought, therefore, to buy large quantities 
of grain and keep them in reserve for providing the necessary means to ward ae. 
off the calamity when it takes a more fearful form. This reserve should be : 
kept close by the famine-stricken districts. It has, in doing this, only to follow 
the good example set by Lord Northbrook’s Government in the late Bengal 
famine. The Jdme Jamsed is afraid that if the Bombay Government neglects 
to adopt the above suggestion at once, it will have to repent hereafter. one 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (44) of the 20th November states, that considering 
that the famine in the Deccan is to continue till after the next rains, and that 
this calamity is assuming a more fearful form day by day, it does not seem that | a 
the aid already granted by Government and the rich people of Bombay will por 

afford sufficient relief to the unfortunate Deccanis. It is very desirable, there- | 
fore, that further charitable aid should be invoked in the interests of the 

famine-stricken districts. To obtain this aid a requisition on the sheriff of 

Bombay for convening a public meeting is being signed; but as yet itis not 3 
sent to that official, and the day on which the meeting is to be held is not settled. : 

If this delay has been made in the belief that the aid already given by the a 
public is sufficient, that belief is mistaken. The distress is wide-spread, and is a 
sure to increase as time elapses. The aid already tendered to the famine- a: 
stricken districts is very little. It is very desirable, therefore, that charitable a 
aid should be invoked from all parts of ‘tadis. The talked-of public meeting . 

in Bombay should be held without delay, and an appeal made. to every city : 
and town of India to render aid to their unfortunate fellow-countrymen. The — 

Sowd4gar is sanguine about getting a liberal response from the public of this oe 


country. ee be 


The Rast Goftdr (45) of the 19th November is grateful to see that the Gov-. 
ernment of Bombay is making ‘exertions to afford relief to the famine-_ 
stricken ryots of the Deccan. After stating that there is no longer any hope “ 
of the famine being mitigated by.a fall of rain in the Deccan, the Rast Goftar ee 
observes that it is highly grateful to find that Government has become eS 
in giving relief to the distressed. Successive resolutions are almost daily — cone 

passed by Government, and most of them sanction new relief works. It 1s: 
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issuing diverse orders to take every care and give protect 
stricken ryots. These resolutions and orders convincingly prov 
“British Government deserve the endearing epithet.of ‘* M4- 
-ryots have given it. oe | oF 


The same, in another leader, rej oicingly notices rivate relief measurés‘se . 
on foot in the different districts of the Deccan visited by the famine. The good 
and merciful Mrs. Grant has opened the ‘“ Dudhkhan4” for feeding deserted 


and other helpless children. This good work is going on famously, and cab. : 
scriptions for it are pouring in. .A movement is made by.the European ladies of 


: | uro ladies of 
.Poona and Bombay to open a fund for supplying clothing to. the women of the 


‘distressed districts. ‘His Highness the Gaikwar has subscribed ten thousand 
rupees for giving relief to the unfortunate Decearis.: Relief funds have been © 
started in Poona, Ahmednagar, Dhulia, Jalgaon and some other towns. Publie 
meetings have been convened in Satara, Belgaum, Ndsik, Ahmedabad, Sowda 
and other towns of the Bombay mofussil for raising similar funds. Bombay 

_itself has rendered great help to. the Shol4épur and other famine-stricken districts. 
Messrs. Nicol & Conipany have magnanimously offered to bring corn from Sind 
at a cheap rate of carriage. Thus, a large fountain of publi¢ charity is pouring 
into the distressed districts, and from Seventy to eighty thousand tons of corn 
are pouring every month into the faminerstricken provinces. Hence there is 
little or no fear of there being a famine of. grain. There prevails a scarcity of 
water, and if some specific means are discovered and adopted to mitigate it, — 
there is little or'no fear of the famine creating mischief. The Rdst Goftdr is. 
glad to find that Government has spontaneously promised ‘to givé its attention 
to the scarcity of water also. oe ee ae 


ao 


a ‘ 


The Yajdan Parast (47) and the Satya Mitra (62) of the 19th November, 
like some of their contemporaries of the last week, highly praise Mr. Murdrji 
Gokuldds of Bombay for his great exertions in collecting money and doing other 
things for the relief of the famine-stricken ryots of the Deccan. * Mr. Murdrji’s 
early exertions to raise a famine fund in Bombay ; his early communication with 
the authorities for the-adoption of appropriate measures in aid ofthe distressed ; 
and his starting different subscriptions for feeding the starving ryots, tending 
young children whom their parents cannot support or attend upon, taking | 
charge of deserted cattle and clothing half-naked women are noticed with appro- 


priate praise. — — eos 


The Yajddn Parast (47) of the 19th November praises His Excellency Sir 
Philip Wodehouse for giving great attention to the distress caused’ among the 
unfortunate ryots of the Deccan by an extensive famine. The Parast hopes His 


Excellency will obtain full success in his good work. 


Municipalities. . 
The Rast Goftér.(45) of the 19th November disapproves of- the increase 
sanctioned by the.meeting of the municipal corporation of Bombay, held on 
Tuesday last, in the salaries of certain. municipal employés. The last and 
previous municipal meetings have shewn us that the municipal. representatives 
ies not become wise by the losses which the corporation previously ‘suffered. 
Though the two sides of the estimate in the coming year’s budget have been with. 
great difficulty balanced, yet the -worshipful representatives submitted to the 
recommendations made in favour of the municipal servants, and have increased: 
their already high salaries. By doing this, they have had to plead their inability 
to give the excess amount for important public works., This improper conduct — 
of the corporation appears more marked jn the case of Mr. Hutchinson. He gets — 
the full sanctioned amount, of eight hundred rupees. His application to get an_ 
increase in his salary was dismissed by the Town Council, and the Municipal 
Commissioner refused to lend his support to it. Notwithstanding this and the — 
bone 25—11 : — bay | 


oJ 
° ¥ 


. e * 


a 
' * 


Bee 
£ 


% 


. 


Bengéhi in the description given 


" dition of the corporation. === oe 


Nk ee ee 
~ , The Guzerat Mitra (39) of the 19th November requests the Tra! ae 


x 


of the B. B. and C. I. Railway to. supply it with information regarding the == 
following questions, for communicating it to the public travelling onthe lineof = 
' that Railway:—1.. Ifit mistakes not, about two years ago the railway autho-  —Ss—- 
rities bag a notice for the information of the public, that a pessenger  §=-—— 
would be allowed to take to the station platform a servant.carrying his personal  — 
luggage, without the latter being compelled to take a platform pass. In the 
same way a servant whose master is coming’by a certain train, word be allowed’ = 
to go on the station platform without a platform pass, on the arrival of the tra Me ee 
. to receive his master’s luggage. Is this order stillin force? andisitapplicableto j« ~~ 
the passengers of all classes or only to some of them?—-2nd. It isaruleofthis * ~~ 
Railway Company to telegraph, without charge, the order of a passenger eitherof ~~ a 
‘the Ist and 2nd Class, to the keeper of arefreshment-room at any ofits stations,  — Ba 
to prepare and keep ready for him breakfast, dinner, supper orany other refresh-- 8 ss 
ment he requires. : Is this rule applicable to the passengers of the lst Class alone? ee: 
or is it applicable to the passengers of both the first andsecond classes? Again, - «©  . 
is this order applicable only to those cases in which a passenger can take the . 
benefit of the refreshment rooms opened on the railway stations, at which all — oy 
passengers except Hindus can take refreshment? Will the request ofa Hindu. =~ 
passenger of any of the classes mentioned above, to telegraph to a Native Hotel! - 
existing in’ the close proximity of any of the railway stations to preparea = - 
certain kind of refreshment, be complied with without charge? _ | Ce 
The Jdme Jamsed (43) of the 22nd November contains a communicated ~~ pe 


article, the writer of which approves of the practice existing on the G. I. P. co 
Railway line of weighing a passenger's luggage at the station where he gets oe 


to introduce it on his ling. On the latter railway a passenger'sluggageis = = 
weighed when it is supposed to be- heavier than the a owed weight, atthe, = 
stations where he gets out of the train. But by this practice he is required to : ae 


into the train, and requests the Traffic Manager ofthe B.B.and C.1. Railway = = = 


wait for a long time before his luggage is weighed. The writer givesan = a 
instance in’which a passenger had to wait on the Surat Station fortwohours j= = ¢* -. 
before his luggage was weighed and he was allowed to go away. : ce 
| KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, |. 
a ae ' Reporter on the-Native Press = 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, » = ee 
Poona, 28th November 1876. , oa ) 
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The Public Administration. eee 


The Arunodaya (7) of the 26th November learns frown a oe 


confer a commang of a Risdl4 (a Native Regiment of Irregular Cavalry) on 
Shrimant Niné Sdéheb Purandhare of Siswad. The writer says that it isa 


commissioned appointment, and the Government has done avery good and 
wise act, in bestowing this honourable.appointment on the scion of the very old 
and noble family of Purandhare, which is so celebrated for its military achieve- 
ments under the old Native Governments. It has been an old complaint, that 
Government has entirely shut out the Natives of rank or merit from me lee 
and more honourable appointments in the Army. It is also well-known for a 
long time past, that: the great authorities are comtemplating some scheme of 
removing this complaint to some extent; and the appointment under notice is 
perhaps a small beginning in that direction. The Arunodaya hails with joy 
this beginning, small as it is, as the indication of the change of the policy for 


the better;'and earnestly hopes that this wiser and more generous policy will 


prevail more, and contribute to lessen the feeling of discontent prevailing 
umong the people. : 


The same, in another article, headed “‘ Are the Subordinate Servants of the 
Customs’ Department Slaves?” very strongly complains of the great hardships 
to which the low-paid kdrkuns and peons of the Salt Department. are put under 
the present management ef that Department. The salaries of the kaérkuns 
range from Rs. 7 to Rs. 12, and those of the peons from Rs. 5 to 6 ; and with these 
salaries, the poor fellows are required to work hard from morning till evening, 
and even at night, without sleep. They are strictly prohibited from going out 
of their choukis. They are forced to submit to all these hardships for the 
wretched livelihood which they cannot get otherwise. Nothing can be more 
cruel than to force these poor fellows to work the whole day, and to pass the 
night in keeping a watch without any sleep. A Government which makes 
wars with foreign states to compel them to abolish slavery in their kingdoms, 
and which passes laws to "prevent private capitalists from overworking their 
workmen, ought to shew the same humanity to its own poor servants, and 
prohibit its officers from depriving them of their reasonable rest. “a 


The Subodha Patriké (24) of the 26th November observes that*the London 
Correspondent of the Times of India states that Lord Lytton’s Minute on the 
Fuller Case has met with the cordial approbation of Her Most Gracious Majesty 
the Empress of India, and that Her Majesty has written an autograph letter to 
the Viceroy, strongly commanding him to adopt such measures as will effectu- 
ally stop the ‘high-handed treatment of the Natives by the Europeans in India. 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales told his august mother what he saw 
and ‘heard while here on the subject, and that has made a strong impression on 
the mind of the good sovereign. If the above be true, observes the Subodha 
Patrikd, our future Emperor has learned the first and the most important lesson 
of his sacred duty that awaits him; and the money and the trouble which 
India has spent in giving a royal and hearty reception to His Royal Highness 
has been more than repaid. 


The Hindu Mitra (38) of the 29th November hails with great joy the news 
of the nomination of Sir Richard Temple as the successor of Sir Philip Wode- 
house ; and after referring to the great services of the Governor elect to the 
cause * Native improvement, the writer expects much good at the hands of the 
new ruler, : Abe 
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legal extra fee for the Registrar’s attendance at his house. He fells hs e appli. 


cant that, as there are many persons waiting in the office for getting their work 
done, he cannot come at once, and he will come when their work is done. This 
conduct of the Registrar seriously affects the interests of a person on his 
death-bed requiring a document to be registered, and of his heirs ; for in case the 


sick person dies before the Registrar finds it convenient to’ visit him, and the — 


document is not registered, the heirs of the deceased will find hindrance to 
their succession to the property of the deceased. ‘The second complaint of the 
Hitechchhu is that this officer does not do his work expeditiously, and is very 
slow. Its last complaint is that he puts a person who calls him to his house, 
to the expense of providing him with a carriage, though the house of the latter 


may be within a mile from the Registrar’s Office. The Aitechchhu thinks that 


the provision in the Registration Act for charging a fee of four annas per mile 


for carriage, is applicable only in cases in which the Registrar is required to gO me 
) 


out of the place in which his office is situated, and no fee for carriage should t 
asked by him when he has to visit a house in the place in which his office exists. 
The attention of Government is requested to the above complaints. 


The same states that a monkey has bitten several persons in Kham4sé’s 


Chakl4, in the city of Ahmedabad, and asks the police to drive away all mon- 


keys from this city. . 


A correspondent of the same states that there exists a fear of robbers in 
Chuwdl. A few days ago he was travelling in some parts of the Viramgém 
Pargana, when the people of that part told him that they were very much afraid 
of robbers. The villagers have become so much fearstruck, that they scarcely 
leave their houses at night, and even during the day a person does not go out 
alone. The writer himself saw one noon several robbers mounted on _ horses, 
and was convinced that the fear entertained by the people was not unfounded. 
Government is requested to take measures to apprehend and punish these rob- 
bers, among whom is one Ranchhod, a, Bréhmin. 


; ‘ 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 27th: November is exceedingly pleased 


to find that Her Imperial Majesty has communicated to Lord Lytton her appro- 
val of the decision given by him in the now celebrated Fuller Case, ‘The 
Imperial approval must show to the Europeans of this country that, not only 
the Press in England but even the head of the English nation has approved 
of the Viceroy’s decision, and hot-tempered Europeans, who are prone to ussault 
Natives, must now understand that the time when they could make such as- 


saults and laugh over the occurrence has gone by, and that they must learn a 


lesson from the Fuller Case to desist from adopting wrong conduct towards the 
Natives of this country. The Imperial approval has done more than this. It 
has increased the confidence of the Native population in British justice and 
British administration, and has thereby strengthened the foundations of the 
British Indian Empire. ee ee 


The Rast Goftar (45) of the 26th November has a leader, headed ‘‘ Impor- 
tant Jury Reform,” in which it observes that the Honourable Mr. Justice Bayley 
of the Bombay High Court deserves the credit of convening, for the first time 
in the High Court, a jury according to the new law about juries. This law was 
passed a year ago; and according to it, a jury is to be formed in the following 


way. The name of each of the jurors summoned in Court, should be written on. 
a en bit of paper, and all the bits should be thrown into.a box and well 


shuffled. After this, the first nine names coming to hand should be called out, 


and a jury formed of the persons whose names are~so. called. Even since the 


assing of this new law ab out juriés the old practice of forming juries was fol- 
owed. On the 24th instant a case of forging a currency note came on for 
‘2NP2--12 eo ae. as 
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hearing before the ovimitial session. A jury for the trial of this iY ‘ s as, 
Natives. The counsel for the accused took objection to this jury, and demanded 


European, three Portuguese, two Parsis, two Hindus, and one Mahomedan. | 


‘Thus, under the new law, the accused Natives have obtained the right. of 
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a jury according to. the new law. The Honourable Mr. Justice Bayley allowed - 
the o ay and granted the prayer of the accused, by selecting a new jury 
according to the new law. In the new jury also there were six Europeans, one 
Parsi, one Hindu, and one Portuguese. The counsel for the accused thereupon 


challenged five Europeans, and then obtained a jury which consisted of one 


getting themselves tried by juries entirely or mainly composed of Natives. But, 
observes the Rast Goftdér, several Native jurors are worthless persons, and the 
accused, under such circumstances, would rather like to be tried by European 
jurors than by such Native jurors. The writer, consequently, requests the 
authorities concerned to revise the list of Native jurors. (The Bombay Samdchér 


(42) and the. Jdme Jamsed (48) ‘of the 27th instant express sentiments somewhat 
similar to the above.) : : : 


The same, in another leader, headed ‘‘ How Justices of the Peace are 
Made ?” observes that formerly Natives considered it a great honour to become 
a Justice of the Peace, as only deserving persons were given this civic honour. 
Latterly any one who could get himself recommended for that honour, obtained 
it, and consequently people have ceased to appreciate it as much as they ap- 


preciated it before. Now-a-days for making a person a J; ustice of the Peace, it is 


not necessary to see whether the person on whom the honour is to be bestowed, 
possesses the necessary ability, rank, and position in society. Ifa person can 
but get his friends to recommend him to the Secretaries to Government, there 
is no difficulty in his getting the honour. European Doctors recommend the 
Native Graduates who contribute to extend their practice ; high officers of 
Government recommend their subordinates ; Europeans recommend their Khoja 
creditors, and the Shetids recommend their tails or dependants. And thus the 
honour of a Justice of the Peace has become very cheap! The Government has 
recently published a list of newly-made Justices. ae of them are really 
deserving persons, on whom Government ought to have bestowed the honour a 
long time before this. But there are some names in this list, which show there 
is no limit as to whom to make a Justice, and that atime has arrived when 
egg-sellers, liquor-sellers, todiwdlds, sellers of parched grain and rice, or ped- 
lars even can, by showing off a little or more of their wealth, become Justices. 
Many respectable and deserving citizens have as yet been forgotten by Govern- 
ment in this matter. But on seeing what kind of persons have succeeded in 
obtaining this honour, they will not consider themselves unfortunate for not get- 
ting it. At the end of this notice a list of the newly-made Native Justices is 
given in the Rdst Gofidr. (The Yajddn Parast (47) of the 26th November also 
is not pleased with the list of the newly-made Justices of the Peace, recently 
published by Government. It thinks, however, that the selection is much 
better than the old ones, though it is not free from defects. In former years, 
the lists contained the names of some whom nobody knew, who had been dis- 
graced in society, or who had been publicly stamped with the black spot of 
having committed cheating or roguery. ‘The Parast then names Doctors Ras- 


tomji Nasarw4nji Khori, K4wasji Hormasji, J. C. Lisboa, and A. P. D’ Andrade ~ 


as gentlemen quite deserving of the .honour, and requests Government to re- 
member them when a new batch of Justices is made,next time.) 


The Yajddn Parast (47) of the 26th November contains a short communi- 
cation, the writer of which complains about the questions set for the Matricula- 
tion examination. He says that every year there is some complaint or other 
about the Matriculation examination. This year the candidates were com- 
plaining about the papers in the second languages being hard. The peneee 


complaint is regarding the paper in Latin. The questions in grammar and 


Bonet sy 
op 
ET 


ee ae 
eis 


rt 
Core 


x 


ew Ree ee 


Fc Le BY 


ae ie 
pe Ist 3 


. et - 


Soe 


translation were so hard, that even the candidates for the F. E, A. Ex aoe 


tion will find it difficult to answer them. The 
failing in Latin this year. cre eee aa 
The same is glad to learn that the Honourable Mr. Gibbs will soon intro- ee 
duce into the Bombay Legislative Council a Bill for compulsory vaccination in — a. 
Bombay. The single fact, observes the Parast, that the cruel epidemic of ee 
small-pox has within the last six years carried off 6,126 persons from Bombay ge 8 
alone, and that of this large number there were 2,717 deaths this year when the | Bo 
epidemic prevailed extensively, shows the great desirability of the proposed | oe 
measure. A demand for compulsory vaccination was made when the epidemic lee 
was prevailing this year; but Government then shirked its duty of enacting it. - 
It is very happy to find that Government has now opened its eyes to the evil, 
and is about to enact this needful law. Many Natives, particularly the Hindus, 
t show a dislike of this law, under the pretence of religion. But since it will 
tt os contribute to the saving of numerous innocent children which now fall victims 
- to the epidemic, it is hailed with great joy. There is a certainty of the pro- ee 
posed law proving a success when it comes into operation, since it has the po 
approval of the leading members of society. nae : . 


3 ah as ee BR g iw th tok se xt Pin, Daa os eS : 
eo, ba . ° ‘; Seep OTE eK PO Ne Baa die PRL vom: bak ss Bt if 
; ; r. : ae ere) ae Oe ithe oe Ce be pats as . @ bet af deat S ae 
ie , . rn as & a « * 
v : on «; — 
‘ ns * : 3 a 
‘ yy 


The Ahmedabad Samachar (52) of the 22nd November, but received on the 
27th, makes a few comments on the Bill for the improvement of the Civil Pro- 
cedure Code or Act VIII. of 1859. The Samdchdr admits, at the commence- 
ment of the remarks it makes, that it has taken no trouble to read or hear it - 
read entirely, and it makes the following observations after having heard a por- a 
tion of the Bill. The Samdchdr says the Bill is as harsh as the Indian Penal - as 
vi Code in-several matters. It goes in favour of the debtor and against the i 
interests of the creditor. The creditors can at present, in the case of private 
persons, attach the property of their debtors or get them imprisoned, and in 
the case of Government officers can attach their pay. ‘The new Bill proposes 
to do away with the attachment of the salaries of the Government officials. 
It has also deprived the creditors of several of their rights’ in regard to the 
attachment of mortgages and other jmmoveable property. It wants to make 
imprisonment light and insolvency easy. It wants to annul a decree of a 
Civil Court after the expiry of a certain period, whether or not that decree 
has within that period succeeded in recovering money wholly or in part. Be- 
sides these matters, the Bill is, in many other respects, favourable to debtors 
and unfavourable to creditors. The framers of it may think that the proposed 
law, when brought into force, will effect the prosperity of the people; but the 
Samdachdr, is of a opinion that it will produce the opposite effect. At present - 
a creditor cannot, independent of Government, exercise any pressure whatever 
on a debtor to make the latter liquidate his liabilities. He has solely to depend 
upon Government for the recovery of his money; and yet Government thinks 
of doing more favour to debtors. The law regarding registration has already cf 
iS z taught the people the roguery of first transferring their properties to the names ge 
of their relatives, and then becoming insolvent ; and, consequently, the practice 
7 of giving credits to people has been considerably lessened, and it will be still 
t more lessened if the proposed Bill for the improvement of the Civil Procedure 
. Code becomes law. This restriction of lending money will obviously lessen 
trade and commerce, and will hinder the Proepensey of the country. The 
-. Samdchér is of opinion that in improving the Civil Code the law should be made 
| = | more harsh than it is now in regard to debtors and more favourable to the in- 
— .  terests of creditors. The Samdchdr fully approves of the observations made by 
Mr. Wedderburn in regard to Wakils and of the proposals made by him in 
_— regard to them, when commenting upon the above-mentioned new Civil Pro- 
. = cedure Bill. | f ee 
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"The Nit! Prakdsh (56) of the 25th November, but received on the 30th, = 
- complains that the Native doctors (apprentices?) of the Civil Hospital at Kaira — ke 
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The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 27th November, in an article, headed ‘ Special 
Suggestions in Connection with the Famine,” observes that both Government and 
charitable private gentlemen are putting forth efforts to mitigate the distress 
prevailing in thé afflicted districts ; and their exertions must be acknowledged 
with satisfaction and gratitude. But the public is sorry that some, few things, 
which urgently require to be done in this great crisis, seem to be utterly for- 
gotten. Itis an indisputable fact, that the present famine must continue to 
grow more and more intense as time passes. If it be so, is it not necessary to 
make an effectual provision against thisevil? Is it wise to wait til its actual 
arrival ? It is true,-that the direst distress prevails now only in the Sholdpur 
District. But this distress became apparent in August last ; and at the end of Sep- 
tember following, that is only within a short time of one month and a half, the 
district became depopulated, and men and cattle commenced to die of starvation. 
Had Government been awakened to its duty earlier, much destruction ‘and 
misery would have been avoided. . While this teins thle fact is still fresh before 
our eyes, is it wise to remain apathetic and indifferent about the other districts 
in which the famine has occurred ? The district of Kaladgi is suffering whee 
and threatens soon to fall into as bad a condition as Sholdpur is in. The 

same will be the case with the other districts, ifno means be taken in time 
Sf to check the evil. Some of these districts are not reached by the rail, and corn 
must be conveyed there by the slow and expensive country bullock-carts. Under 
these circumstances, His Excellency the Governor of Bombay has thought it 
: wise and proper to defer convening a public meeting of the inhabitants of Bom- 
: bay for two months! The efforts that some private gentlemen like Mr. Morarji 
are doing, though very praiseworthy in themselves, are too inadequate in pro- 
portion to the magnitude of the evil to be overcome. The advisers, therefore, 
of His Excellency, whether European or Native, who have counselled him to 
defer‘the above meeting, have incurred a grave responsibility. The advice 
must be denounced as unwise, and the advisers as men of small sense. His 
Excellency, though living at such a short distance, did not think it necessary 
to visit Shol4pur and acquaint himself personally with the actual condition of 
the district; and, therefore, he cannot be expected to realize the gravity of the 
crisis. The people were very anxiously waiting for the return of His Excellency 
to Bombay ; and they thought that His Excellency would preside over the 
public meeting which was to be held for the relief of the famine-stricken dis- 
tricts ; but they are now sorry to find themselves disappointed. While there 1s 
no public meeting at Bombay itself, no appeal can decently be made to the 
| - charity of the public of the other presidencies and of England. Another thing 
“ which ought to be done, but which has not been even thought of as yet, is the 
ae reduction of the railway rates on corn conveyed into the famine-stricken dis- 
tricts. All of us are very Joud in denouncing the Native grain-dealers for their 
hard-heartedness ; but no one blames the railway companies, which are reaping - 
. a golden harvest from this present famine, and are making a large fortune at the 
| cost of the poor famished ryots. These companies. ought to follow the good 
example of Messrs. Nicol and Co. They would never give up their selfish course 
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: of their own accord. Government ought to compel them to do so. 
4 ae _ The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 27th November, under the heading ‘‘ News 
a from the Famine Districts,” publishes letters from its correspondents from Tés- 


- gaon, Karajgi, Jejuri, and Goka&k. The writers from the first three places, though me 
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a lamenting over the distress prevailing there, occupy themselves in noticing the 
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great and humane efforts which the loeel off 


persons are putting forth, in order to mitigate th 
whose letter is the longest, asserts that that ta has suffere : yea Ey 
an utter want of rain, and its ryots are suffering as severe a distress asthe ryots 
of Shol4pur of which so much is heard, The crime of theft has frightful 
increased. ‘I'he authorities hear only of one-tenth of the cases which actua 
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occur. Many of the people, who suffer from thieves and robbers, vat wil wi Co 
the wrong silently, from a fear of further molestations and of the useless worry $= ° = ~~ 
they are put to in dancing attendance on the Magisterial authorities, The 
people who ges some property live in-great consternation. Many have buried 
underground what valuables'they have. Gold and silver have become very 
cheap. The people are very unwilling to buy or accept these metals on pawn. 
The population of the taluka is about 125,000. Out of this number about. 
25,000 are labourers. The public works, which have been opened in the taluka, 
have provided work for about 2,500 only. About 4,500 people have left the 
taluka and gone out of it in search of a livelihood. Here the writer draws a 
icture of the extreme misery and wretchedness with which the poor emigrants 
left their old ancestral homes. He also gives an equally sad account of the 
miseries the poor dumb cattle are experiencing in these horrible days of famine. 
- About 17,000 people are blac in search of employment: Government is 
requested to open much larger works than it has done as yet. Some charitable 
persons are making some efforts, according to their means, to save the people 
from starvation ; but these éfforts, though meritorious, are too small to remedy 
the gigantic calamity in which the taluka is involved. It is said, that from 5 
to 25 persons have died from starvation, though no exact information is avail- 
able as yet on this point. The ryots of the taluka are too ignorant to make 
their complaints heard in influential quarters. The writer requests the editor to 
bring the pitiable condition of these poor ryots to the notice of Government. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 26th November has a very long editorial, headed 
“The Fearful Famine of the Inddpur Taluka and the Collector of Poona.” 
The writer gives an exceedingly frightful description of the miseries in which 
the wretched ryots of the above-named taluka are involved This taluka, 
says he, consists of somewhat more than 84 villagers, most of which have become 
tenantless, the inhabitants having abandoned them and gone with their families 
in search of food. Only 8 or 10 villages contain a few inhabitants. The popu- 
lation of the taluka was about 60,000 or 70,000; but it would scarcely amount 
now to 10,000. It has become difficult now to get a washerman or a barber there. 
Thefts have fearfully increased. The ryots have, in their distress, broken up 
their ploughs and other agricultural implements, and sold the pieces for a trifle. 
They also broke up their huts, and.burned the rafters for fuel, and used the 
thatch for fodder! And when they had no resource whatever left, they uttered 
a cry of distress, and left their ancestral homes in great agonies. In some 
villages only, a Pdtil and a Kulkarni are to be found; they being the village 
officers contrive, with great difficulty, to live in these deserted places. Some 
Pétils, Kulkarnis, and owners of lands being reduced to poverty, are now 
_ working as mean labourers on the relief works, such as cutting down prickly- 
pear or repairing roads. Poor men of the Brahman caste cannot get even this 
mean employment. Several people cannot get grain, even when they are willing 
to pay for it. The good Mémlatddr is doing his utmost to render help to the 
wretched ryots, with the very limited means at hiscommand. But with his 
limited powers he can do but little. The Collector of Poona cannot be persuaded 
that there is a real famine in the taluka. This good officer, who is surrounded 
with all the comforts of life in his bungalow, says that there is no famine 
in the country, and that there is only a scarcity of grain ; and, therefore, only, 
there is an outcry. A real famine is said to exist only when people die in 
numbers! The Collector of Poona is severely censured for his inability to 

realize the distress of the ryots of the Indépur Taluka, and his apathy is strongly - 
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contrasted with the 


popular Collector of Sholdpur, is indefatiga g himself to mit 
distress of the people committed to his c ch he is unit 


age by the Native Press. The late Mr. Havelock is also praised her 
is death, especially at this critical time, is mourned over as a great mi 


Mamlatdars of his district to spare no expense in saving the poor ryots from 
starvation and to incur it cheerfully and fearlessly in the good cause, the Col- 


to the ryots of the Deccan. While Mr. Grant has issued instructions. to the 


lector of Poona is said to have given permission to the M4mlatdér of Indd4pur to 


spend only 200 rupees for feeding the starving individuals, and to have clogged 
this permission with numerous restrictions. If this be true, the humanity of 
Mr. Norman must be, indeed, extremely great, sarcastically remarks the 


Kalpataru. While the proper guardian of the taluka is showing this indiffer- : 


ence for the protection of the ryots, some benevolent persons are begging abroad 
and procuring as much help as they can to save the wretched people from star- 
vation. One Mr. Ann§ji Gawing n4mdar is trying to raise money by subscrip- 
tion at Baroda for the people of Inddpur, and andi its proceeds from time 


to time. He has succeeded in appealing to the feeling of benevolence of that 
_milhonaire, Shrimant Bapé Séheb, the adopted son of the late Gopdlréw Mairal, 


so celebrated for his princely charities. The writer very enthusiastically praises 
Mr. Maird4l for his liberal charity, and observes that thousands of poor bg 
in the Ind4pur Taluka are blessing the name of this good gentleman and wish- 
ing him every prosperity. Mr. Mordrji Gokuldés also comes in for his share of 
euolgy for his philanthropic exertions in behalf of these poor ryots of Inddpur. 
In conclusion, the Government of Bombay is requested to take pity on the poor 
people of this unhappy taluka, and to adopt the needful measures for preserving 
them from starvation and death. - : 

The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the 26th November contains a long and 
rambling communicated article, the writer of which makes a severe attack on 
Government and its European officers, for their alleged indifference and apathy 
towards the distress of the ryots of the famine-stricken districts. He says, that 
it is very shameful in the British Government to connive at the misery of the 
poor ryots who work so hard to fill its treasury from yearto year. This apathy 


naturally fills the hearts of the sufferers with indignation against their great. 


landlord the Government, from which they have every right to expect and 
receive protection and succour in such a crisis. Government is bound to per- 
form this duty to the ryots, no matter what the cost may be. If it has no 
money in the Indian yee ea it must bring a portion of the vast wealth 
which it has been carrying to England and accumulating there for so many 
years! The relief works, which have been actually opened or promised, are 
denounced as a mere sham. Before the: promised works come into operation, 
many of those to whom they are intended to afford relief, may die of hunger. 
The labourers who are employed on the few works, which have been actually 
begun, are paid at such a low rate, that the few pice they earn are hardly 
enough to keep their bodies and souls together. Then, referring to the Imperial 
Assemblage to be held at Delhi, the writer condemns the show of so much re- 
joicing and festivities at such a time when thousands of ryots are dying of 


‘starvation, as extremely thoughtless, shameless, and cruel ; and its promoters are 


r 


denounced as hard-hearted, obstinate, and meanly subservient, ‘The writer has 
no doubt, that if Her Gracious. Majesty and her wise Councillors were to know. 
the real. state of this country, they would never approve of what their subordi- 


nates are doing here. The article contains a few more remarks in the same 


strain. : 
- The same, in another place, under the head: of Local, observes that the 


a eae ee 


famine is growing more and more severe day by day. The ryots with their 


10 


families are deserting their homes, and mi 
food. Cattle are dyi . Food is gettin 
Correspondence is going on for relief works ; but be airelief comes,many = 
persons will possibly die of starvation, = AN Rae eee ae 


The same, in another place, observes that much grain has come into the 
bazar, and the prices are somewhat lower. : ag o 


The Dnydn Bodhak (21) of the 27th November, in an article, bewails the 
miseries which the ryots and their cattle are experiencing in the Dharwar Dis- De 
trict. It is the same tale of woe repeated once more. The. writer states that a 
in this district the pounds are overflowing with unowned cattle, and the jails “4 
with prisoners ! : a 


; The A’rydwarta (36) of the 25th November, but received on the 28th, in a 
| article, headed “‘The Famine and the Duty of Government,” refers to the 
extreme distress prevailing in the Jardine etekekon districts, and admits that Gov- 
ernment and private charity have done something to mitigate the evil; but the 
means as yet adopted are extremely inadequate. Thousands of people have | 
abandoned their houses and gone in all directions in quest of a livelihood. ® 
Whole villages have been depopulated. * A loud cry of distress is heard over the 
whole land. Numberless cattle have died from starvation. It is the most 
imperative and plain duty of Government to save the peasantry of the country 
~ from starvation. Asthe greatest landlord, it is bound to perform this duty, 

' both from humanity and from self-interest. Some persons regard this famine 
as a divine punishment, inflicted on the Government for its reprehensible greedi- eS 
ness. In the Sholdépur District alone, Government is said to have‘lost about two ae 

ie 4 lakhs of ryots, who have permanently gone over to the Nizam. Does the Bri- . 
o- tish Government think nothing of this fact? Is it not discreditable to it that 
so many of its ryots sought that protection ina Foreign State which they saw 
they could not get from it? Is it not rather ungrateful in Government to 
show indifference to the distress and miseries of the millions who have for years ‘ 
and years tilled its lands and contributed to fill its coffers? Let the wise and 
generous Government think of this, and do its duty to the poor ryots. 


The Rdst Goftdr (45) of the 26th November praises His Excellency the ; 
Governor for a liberal subscription he has given in aid of the distressed ryots of 
‘the Deccan. Sir Philip Wodehouse has subscribed rupees two hundred and 
fifty to each of the relief funds of the Poona, Ahmednagar, Sholdpur, Belgaum, 
mF Kaladgi Districts, and rupees five hundred to the relief fund started in 
Bombay ; and has by his liberality set a good example to the English community 
of Bombay. The Honourable Mr. Gibbs has walked in His Excellency’s foot- 
steps, and has promised to pay one hundred rupees a month in aid of the dis- 
tressed Deccanis. And, it is hoped, that the good example shown by these two — 
1 officers at the head of Government, will have good effect on_ their countrymen a 
er here. ‘It is true, that the Natives have yet to learn a lesson from the great libe- oe 
rality of the English nation in the matter of charity and of public spirit. But 
it cannot be denied, that the Englishmen in Bombay have on several occasions 
failed to show that liberality which graces so well their countrymen at home. 
They have as yet held back from extending their charity. to the famine-stricken 
) districts of the Deccan. They may have been hitherto waiting for the conven- 
.. ing of the public meeting in Hombay ; but since the same has. been.deferred till 
January next, the good example shown by His Excellency and his honourable 
colleague will, itis hoped, induce the English firms and English residents of 
Bombay to extend a liberal aid to the unfortunate famine-stricken people of this © 
country. : eS i 


The same publishes communications from Ruigswidns, in Taluka, Sbi- 
gonda, Tdsgaon, and Khandesh, giving the same tale of the distress prevailing in — 
those parts. The correspondent from Ruigawtdna says that he visited every — 
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village of the Shrigonda and Karjat Talukas, He dia not see even one man in 
any of these villa ge 


eir ancestral homes. § 


previe among these workmen, and several deaths have occurred. Government - 


ing it at night. 

The Yajddn Parast (47) of the 26th November regrets to see His Excellency 
the Governor has recommended to defer till January next, the holding of the 
public meeting in Bombay in aid of the famine-stricken districts of the Deccan, 
which was proposed to be shortly convened. The Parast thinks that consider- 
ing the form the famine has assumed, the present time appears the best time to 
appeal to the Bombayites in aid of the unfortunate sufferers. There is a better 


chance now of the public coming out liberally to assist the famine-stricken people 
than two months hence. | ; 


Municipalities, 
A correspondent of the Kalpataru (16) of the 26th November complains that 


the raised footpaths, constructed in the Mangalwdr Peth, in the town of Sholé- 
pars for the use and safety of the foot-passengers, are obstructed by the grain- 


ealers, who occupy these.footpaths by placing on them their baskets of corn. 


In fact, these footpaths appear tu have been constructed for the use of the grain- 
dealers, rather than for that of the foot-passengers. The Municipal authorities 


see this encroachment, and yet connive at it. The worshipful Commissioners 
are requested to remove this reasonable complaint of the people. has 


ges. All the Fe have gone away with their families in — 
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Reporter on the Native Press. 
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Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 5th December 1876, 
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The Public Administration. 


_ The Native Opinion (2) of the 8rd December, in an article, headed ‘‘ The 
Fitness and Propriety of employing Natives in the Higher Grades of the Service,” 
discusses the old and often-agitated question of the advisability and propriety 
of admitting, on a larger scale, competent educated Natives into the higher 
grades of Government service, and reviews briefly the arguments pivanale 


on 
both the sides of the question. A reference is made to the assurances given, 
from time to time, by the great authorities, to give the Natives a larger share 


in the administration of their own country, and to the very flattering testimony 


borne to their ability and competency by several great authorities, such as the 
present Chief Justice of the High Court of Calcutta, the present legal member 


of the Viceroy’s Council Mr. Hobhouse, and their predecessors Justicé Couch and 
Mr. FitzJames Stephens; on the opposite side, the writer alludes to the opinion 


of Mr. Cockerel not only against the employment of Natives in higher posts, but” 


against continuing to them the power of deciding cases in which Government 
is a party. The writer briefly examines the grounds of this opinion of Mr. 


_Cokerel, and pronounces them to be weak and worthless. In conclusion, Gov- 
ernment is pe inte to fulfil its solemn promises, repeatedly made to the 


Natives, by admitting them to their due share in the administration of their 
own country, and, thereby, to increase its strength and popularity. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 4th December, the Belgaum Samdchér (11) of the 
same date, and the Surya Prakdsh (40) of the 2nd idem but received on the 
4th, notice, with much joy, the appointment of Sir Richard Temple to the 
governorship of Bombay. They congratulate the Presidency on getting an 
administrator so energetic and painstaking as Sir Richard, especially in such a 


crisis as has befallen the Deccan and the Southern Mardthé Country. Allusion 


is made to the signal services rendered by Sir Richard to Bengal, in carrying 
that provnice safely through the recent famine. It is observed that though Sir 
Richard is blamed, in some quarters, for exaggerating the yeocatenae & and for 
spending a great deal more than the occasion required, yet it must be remem- 
bered that these critics came with this wisdom after the event; and though 
allowing that Sir Richard was mistaken, his was a mistake on the safer si le. 
The writers also believe that the Bombay Presidency will regain, under its 
new energetic and strong-minded Governor, its old political importance and 
independence, which it formerly possessed and which it has lost under the 
mild successors of Sir Bartle Frere. (The Satya Shodhak (22) of the 3rd De- 
cember, but received on the 7th, and the Arya Mitra (48) of the 3rd December, 
but received on the 6th, express the same favourable views on the nomination 


of Sir Richard, and expect much good from his able and-energetic adminis- 
tration. ) — 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 30th November, but received on the 4t 
December, reproduces from the Kashia Wildsini (29), a small weekly sheet 
published at Poona, the following para: ‘‘ Thousands of people say at Bombay 
that Shrimant. Néné Séheb (the notorious rebel of Bithore), has joimed the 
Russian Government. India, therefore, will, in a short time, go into the 
hands of the Russian Government; and by the help of that Government the 
Peshwa will be reinstated. Shrimant Chhatrupati Shahaji Sdheb, who is at 
present at Kurrachee, will be brought back and placed on the gidi or throne of 
Satara. And by the assistance of the Peshwa, the kingdoms of Nagpore, 
Baroda, Jhdnsi, Tdsgaon, &c., are to be revived. In sr of this 
rumour, the trade of Bombay, it is said, has very much slackened, and the rate 


of the Government promissory notes has gone down to 94. It is difficult to 
say what truth there is in the above rumour.” Though the rumour is idle, 
observes the Mahérdstra Mitra, it is rather strange. What could be the source 
of such a strange rumour ? The writer believes that it is entirely baseless. 
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The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 6th December has a | 


‘¢Who is to be blamed for the Absence of a Friendly Intercourse betw a“ . te 4 


Europeans and the Natives of this Country”? Thisabsence of a friendly in er- 


course, says the Samdchér, was noticed by.His Royal Highness the Prince of — 


Wales and his noble companions, while on their visit to this country ; and they 


complained of this undesirable fact on their return home. The complaint has 
become a prominent theme in the leading articles of the Home press; and 
among the rest the London Times gave a leader to the notice of this subject. — 


The Englishman of Calcutta has recently published an editorial on the subject, 
the writer of which tries to reply, or rather to explain away, the charge brought 
by the London Times on the Europeans in this country. The writer in the 
Englishman freely admits the fact, but endeavours to fix the blame of this unde- 
sirable state on the Natives. ‘T’he writer here dwells on the advantages which 
the Natives have derived from the English Government; a fact which is grate- 
fully admitted by the Natives, but which has no relevancy in the present dis- 
cussion. But, as the Englishman imported the question of the advantages 
received by the Natives from the British rule into this present discussion, the 
Samdchdr will only observe that, it is these very advantages which are an 
eyesore to the Europeans of the stamp of the writer in the Englishman. They 
do not wish the Natives to have equal rights ‘with themselves, or to enjoy an 
equality with themselves in the eye of the law. The Hnglishman also asserts 
that the Natives have advanced under the British rule both mentally and phy- 
sically. ‘T'he Samdchar admits that they have advanced. to some extent men- 
tally ; but to say that they advanced physically, is utterly untrue. They have, 
on the contrary, deteriorated -considerably in that matter. They have be- 
come more timid and effeminate. Englishmen value and appreciate courage 
and spirit in their own people, but not in the Natives. They wish them 
to be entirely submissive and devoid of self-respect. If a Native is found 
bold enough to return an abusive word or a blow to a European aggres- 
sor, his conduct is interpreted as an insult to the whole European race 
and an act of disloyalty to the English Government! With these facts patent to 
all, the Englishman boldly asserts that the Natives have obtained equal rights 
and laws and have advanced mentally and physically under the British rule. 
The Englishman then asserts that the present generation of the Anglo-Indians 
is of a higher standing than their predecessors, that is they are persons who 
move in the higher circles of society at home. The Saméchdr observes that if 
this assertion be true, the present generation of the Anglo-Indians should be 
found to act more generously with the Natives than they actually do. For the 
higher classes at home are well known to act towards the Natives very kindly 
and generously, a fact which has been borne out by the concurrent testimony 
of numerous Natives ‘who have visited England. The plea advanced by the 
Englishman in support of its views, is that the Natives jealously seclude their 


women and, therefore, there cannot be a friendly and social intercourse between 


them and the Europeans. To this the Samdchar replies that this may be 
true in Bengal ; but it is not so in this presidency, and certainly not in regard 
of the Parsis. But one cannot say that there is any better or closer social 
friendly intercourse between the Europeans and the Parsis. Thus the pleas of 
the Englishman are baseless, and it utterly fails in its attempt to exculpate 
its countrymen from the charge brought against them by the London Times. 
The Calcutta paper may be accused of an attempt-to mislead the home ublic. 
If the hi cio lsdians sincerely wish to establish a frindly intercourse with the 
Natives they can most easily do so. 


A correspondent of the same of the 7th December states that of all parts 
of the town of Surat gambling is most played behind the market near the 
Saidpuré gate: Here grown up men as well assmall boys gamble. It is said 
that several rascals of this quarter sometimes oppose the policemen who attempt . 
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to apprehend them. 
this matter. 


persons asking cash for currency notes of small 


il somebody 
comes to pay cash into the treasury, when payments of the notes will be made. 
Again, several times persons who went to th 


The Jdéme Jamsed (48) of the 4th December very highly praises the Gov- | 


ernment of Lord Lytton for its great wisdom in not exercising any pressure 
whatever on the Native Princes and Chiefs, in the matter of the approaching 
Delhi Darbér. Those of the Princes and Chiefs who are invited to this grand 
gathering, but who, on account of pecuniary difficulties or from ‘any other 
reasonable cause, are unable to respond to the call, are freely excused from the 
attendance at the Darbdr in question. The good Viceroy has instructed all the 
political officers not to use any pressure whatever on the Princes and Chiefs 
under their supervision, in this matter. Thus, the attendance at this Darbar 


has been made perfectly voluntary with the feudatories. And yet the Imperial 


Assemblage which is to meet at Delhi on the first of the next year, will show 
such a brilliant and influential gathering of the great grandies, as was never 
seen before. Even the going of the young Nizam, it is said, to this great 
meeting is no result of any pressure ghataver on the part of the paramount 
Government, but a spontaneous and wise act of the Mussalman statesmen who 
now manage this great Native State.. They have represented to the guardian 
ladies of the royal family, the propriety of sending the young Prince to the 
great Darbdr, and succeeded in gaining their consent. But as these ladies do 
not like the idea of the young Prince being far away from them, they them- 
selves are to accompany him to Delhi, and, thereby, to avail themselves of this 
opportunity of visiting the great ancient imperial capital of Mahomedan India, 
the place from which the founder of the Nizam dynasty himself came. The 


great proclamation of the new title of Her Gracious Majesty, is to be made on 


the coming New Year’s Day, not only at Delhi but at several great cities of 
India, and among the rest at Bombay also. It is to be accompanied with much 


_ show, as it deserves tobe. The writer, therefore, calls on the people of Bombay 


to make all due preparations to celebrate the great day in time, as it is fast ap- 
proaching. : 


The Jdme Jamsed (48) and the Akhbére Sowddgar (44) of the 7th December 
are extremely glad that the Bombay Government has bestowed the shrievalty 
of Bomba for the next year on Mr. Kharsetji Fardunji Pérakh. They extol 
Mr. Pérakh for his extensive public charities in the days of his prosperity, and 
for his public and private virtues, and observe that in bestowing the office of 
the sheriff on him, Government has honoured the people of Bombay. 


The Rdst Goftar (45) of the 3rd December is glad to find that a law 
for compulsory vaccination is about to be enacted by the Bombay Government. 
A draft of the proposed law for the island of Bombay alone is ready, and will 
be introduced into the legislature at its next sitting. The draft is accompanied 
by a paper, giving an explanation of the necessity that has arisen for passing such 


there was no question about.it. An explanation is, however, required as to 
why the proposed law is to be passed for the Presidency town alone and not 


a law. No explanation is, however, required for proving its necessity, as 


for the whole of this Presidency ; but the same is not to be found in this paper. 
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The unwillingness of the Bombayites for compul 
Peey this is the reason of the proposed measure not beir | th 
mofussil. 


But any amount of prejudice entertained by the Mnf 


the present time. As time elapses it will have to spend stall larger sums, and 
there is a fear of the treasury of this Presidency being soon made empty. 


The Deshi Mitra (49) of the 30th November, but received on the 8rd 
December, in its usual jocular style, notices the report which appeared in some 
papers that 1,500 coolies and 300 mules are employed to carry the luggage of 
Lord Lytton while going on his present tour ; that they are forcibly caught and 
detained one month before the day of the arrival of. His Lordship; and that 
they are paid only for the day on which they actually do the forced labour! 
The Mitra cannot believe that His Lordship is aware of this forced labour and 
of the inadequate payment, and prays His Lordship to take due notice of these 
tyrannies. Her Imperial Majesty the Queen hss communicated to His Lord- 
ib her cordial approval of the policy of the present administration, to take 
care not to permit Europeans in India to exercise tyranny upon the Natives. 
But when His Lordship is not aware of the above-mentioned tyranny which is 
enacted before his very eyes, how can he learn of the tyrannies which are com- 
mitted behind his back, and carry out the Imperial commands alluded to 
above? sy. | 


The same, in another place, expresses its hearty gratitude for the cordial 
approval of Her Imperial Majesty the Queen, of the decision given by Lord 
Lytton in the now celebrated Fuller case. I observes that when His Royal 

ighness the Prince of Wales visited this country, congratulatory addresses, 
shewing only the bright side of the picture of the Indian administration, were 

resented to His Royal Highness by the sycophant leading members of the 

ative communities ; and the Native Press was afraid that the dark side of the 

icture would remain unnoticed by His Royal Highness. His Royal Highness 
pais seems to have taken a hint from this; observed carefully how high- 
handedly European officers of Government conduct themselves towards the 
Natives and Native Princes; and informed his good Royal mother of what he 
observed. The Fuller case confirmed the report given by His Royal Highness 
to Her Imperial Majesty about the conduct of Europeans in India towards the ’ 
Natives. And this has induced the Empress of India to convey her hearty 
approval of the decision given by Lord Lytton in the Fuller case, and Her 
Imperial commands to His Lordship to take measures to prevent the occurrence 
of similar cases. The Deshi Mitra expresses great gratitude for this, and prays 
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God to give Her Imperial Majesty and His Royal Highn 
8 life, so that they may nea similar wee ak the 
and grant them redress. 


The Ahmedabad Samdechar ( — of the 29th November, but received on th ; : 
s Mr. Satyendrandth T4gore, the District and 
» for his cool and merciful disposition, and for 


3rd December, highly praises 
Session Judge of Khinodabat 

taking great trouble to understand the cases coming before him and to do 
justice in them. The Saméchdr is sorry that Mr. Tégore wishes to get himself 
transferred from Ahmedabad, on account of the bad health of his family. Two 
cases illustrative of the merciful and justice-loving disposition of this good 
judge are quoted by the Samdchar, — ae 


The Détardun (63) of the 30th November, but received on the 3rd De- 


cember, also gr peer in its usual jocular style, its great disapproval of His 
Excellency the Governor of Bombay having deferred the holding of a public 
meeting in Bombay, in aid of the famine-stricken districts of the Deccan. It 
observes, like some of its contemporaries, that public aid from the city of 


Bombay should have been obtained before the calamity commits any serious: 


mischief. 


The Famine in the Deccan. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 4th December and the Arunodaya (7) of the © 


3rd December and some other vernacular papers notice, with great approbation, 
the letters recently addressed to Government by the Sdérwajanik Sabhé of Poona, 
on the important subject of the present famine in the Decean and the Southern 
Mardth4 Country, and praise the Sabhd for having rendered a service very 


usual both to Government and the people. ‘The Indu Prakdsh also notices 


the courteous reply returned by Government to the Sabhd. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 4th December, in and article, discusses the 
question, whether the distress prevailing in the Deccan and. the Southern 
Maratha Country should be designated ‘‘a famine or.a mere scarcity of food 
grains.” Some persons refuse to call it a famine, and persit in calling it a mere 
scarcity. The Dnydn Prakdsh cannot see any use in this war of mere words. 
It is an undeniable fact that the ryots have not been able to obtain any harvest, 
either the first or the second, of this year; and that they depend for their 
livelihood on the humanity of Government. Their cattle also have nothing to 
eat and, consequently, are dying in numbers, or are being sold for a mere trifle. 
Some people seem to think that unless actual deaths from starvation occur @ 


distress should not be designated a famine. But what now prevents deaths 


from starvation actually occurring, is the foresight and humanity of our gener- 
ous Government. Again, the present distress cannot, in strict truth, be called 
a scarcity of food. In fact, the country was never so fully stocked with food 
grains as it is at this present moment. By the rail and by the sea corn is 
being poured into the country in enormous quantities, Up to the end of the 
week ending with Wednesday, last, the rail has brought about 40,000 tons of 


corn, und much more is on its way here. Thus, there is no scarcity of food 


in the country in the strictest sense of the word; and yet the people suffer the 


greatest distress from a want of it. The real fact.is that, the suffering a ) 
al 


have no power of purchasing food; and therefore, they are experiencing all the 


horrors of a famine. There is a plentiful supply of food in the bazar, but it 
does not exist for them ; for, they have not the necessary means of ore ar 


Thus, the root of the evil is to be seen, not in the actual scarcity of food in the 


country, but in the extreme poverty of our ryots, The failure of the rains pre- 
vented them from obtaining the return of their usual vocation, and having no sav- 
ings to serve them in a bad year, they find themselves face to face with starvation - 
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and death. The sie of the ryots is so great that: tl 
hand tomouth. From the statistics recently published by 
that Government was feeding, by means of relief works, 143,477 
the 22nd November last; and the intervening 12 days must have ad. OU 
20,000 to that number. T’hus about a hundred and seventy-five thousand 
persons must be living at this time on the Government relief works; and 
as the season advances the number must go on increasing. It is hard to 
say what more miseries are in store for the poor ryots of the afflicted districts. 
If some believe, that because no actual deaths from starvation have occurred 
therefore there is no famine in the country, they commit a fearful mistake. 
There may be a very plentiful supply of food in the country, nay, before the 
very eyes of the sufferers ; but it does not exist for them, because they have no 
means of buying the food, and, therefore, they are exposed to starvation and 
misery. If Government wishes to save the ryots, it must be prepared to 
employ every able-bodied person on its relief works, and give him or her wages 
in money or corn sufficient for his or her maintenance; and ‘it must also be 
prepared to feed the weak and the infirm gratis. If it does this, the crisis may 
be got through safely. The relief works must be greatly increased. It must 


also make a much better provision for preserving the cattle than it has done 


as yet. (The Jdéme Jamsed (43) of the 4th December also has a leader express- 
ing views very similur to those summarized above. ) 


The same of the 7th December publishes letters from its correspondents 

from Chikori in the Belgaum District, from Kurundwéad and from Taluka Pétan 
in the Satara District. ‘The writer from Chikori says, that the famine prevail- 
ing in the Southern Mardthé Country has driven many ryots from their homes; 
sent others to the other world, and is still sending more to the same unknown 
place. It has destroyed thousands of cattle. The benevolent British Govern- 
ment has created numerous relief works in the country and has employed thou- 
sands of able-bodied persons on them. Government is requested to pay these 
poor workmen partly in grain and partly in money. ‘The good First Assistant 
Collector has been raising money by a.subscription, and has established alms- 
houses in five places to distribute food to the weak, the infirm, and the sick. 
The writer from Kurrundwad says that the young and able chiefs of Kurrund- 
wad have.deputed one of their officers, named Taty4 Yelurkar, to their Madargi 
Taluka which is situated near Akalkot, in order to inquire into the condition of 
the ryots of that taluka and to make arrangements to give them relief. Mr. 
Yelurkar, while on his way to Maidargi, saw the extreme miseries to which the 
poor ryots of that part of the country through which he passed, were reduced. 
No crops were to be seen anywhere, because no cultivation was possible from 
a want of rains. Many villages were abandoned by their inhabitants. The 
remaining people are reduced to utter destitution. They most pitiously beg 
food from every traveller they happen to meet with. Crimes have awfully in- 
creased. Persons are murdered or plundered on the public roads. The writer 
gives a few cases of crimes. Mr. Yelurkar has made some arrangements for the 
relief and protection of the Maidargi Taluka. He has placed some armed police 
to check the crime of robbery. He has opened some relief works for the main- 
tenance of those who can work, and has opened an alms-house to distribute food 
to those too weak and sickly to work. He has also instructed the grain-dealers 
to be reasonable and moderate. The writer from Patan tells the same sad tale 
of woe. He, however, praises the Mdmledar of the taluka for his great and 
humane exertions to mitigate the distress of the people as far as possible. The 
writer complains of the increase of the crime of robbery, and requests the autho- 


rities concerned to place police stations at certain places for the protection of 


the people, 


The Ea era (7) of the 3rd December publishes a letter from one Mr. 


Néréyan Bhik4ji Pimputkar. Mr. Pimputkar wk that he was very much 


pained to read the accounts of the excessive su ering and destruction from 
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starvation of the cattle in the famine 
pur, Khandesh, &c., and is willir 


gentleman of Umbargdm. 


The Nagar Samdchdr (27) of the 2nd December, but received on the | 4th, 


observes that the milkmen of Ahmednagar have sent away most of their buffaloes 


out of the town on account of the dearth of fodder and of water which prevails 
in that town. There are now only about 100 buffaloes in this town, where there 
used to be about 1,000 or 1,200. The consequence is that there prevails a great 
scarcity of milk init. As the authorities have been pleased to give a free use 
of the Bhimdshankar hills to the ryots of the Sholdpur districts for grazing their 
cattle, the Collector will be pleased to get the same indulgence to the ryots of 
the Ahmednagar District, by permitting them to graze their cattle in Govern- 
ment pasture lands in Chinchodi, Sasewddi and Jam in the Nagar Taluka. 


Municipalities. 


The Samsher Bahadur (51) of the 1st December, but received on the 3rd, 


condemns the increase of one anna, made by the municipality of Ahmedabad, in 
the duty levied on acartload of grain brought intothat City. The Corporation 
hitherto used to levy two annas on each cart of grain, “a it now levies three 
annas. This increase falls heavily on the poor people, who connot well afford 
to bear it. The Samsher requests the corporation to give up the increase, and 
levy eight annas per cart of cotton brought into that city, for the consumption 
of the two factories which are working dacs. The income from the proposed 


tax would, the Samsher epee be as much as would be produced by the in- 
crease of one anna in the duty on a cart-load of grain. 


Railways. 


The Jdme Jamsed (48) of the 2nd December, but received on the 4th, 
states that a correspondent of it from Surat complains that employés of the 
Goods Department of the B. B. and C;I. Railway do not act according to the 
instructions given to them by the senders of goods to send their goods by the 
Goods train. These employés send the goods by the night mail train, and 
demand double rates for the carriage. This disregard on their part of the 
orders given by senders of fruit, puts the latter to losses in two ways. They 
are obliged to pay double charges, and the fruit goes to ee before the 
time at which the senders have calculated that it should reach, The attention 
of the railway authorities is requested to this complaint. — 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 30th November, 
but received on the 3rd December, states that in the town of Patan there are 
about 45 lunatics, who go about the town giving annoyance of various kinds 
to the people, but the authorities take no notice of them. He also states that 
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abate. But instead of this good result 
the crimes have increased tenfold. Mounted robbers have become bold, and 
are committing robberies even to the very gates of the town of Pétan. Property 
worth about three lakhs of rupees has been robbed up to this day; but no one 
pays any attention to this evil. Mazumdér Rémrdi Gopdlréi of Pétan was 
going to visit the Hanumdn’s tonaple in Wadili, when he es nted 


on the arrival of Khén Béhddur Sayed Alwi here, it was expecte 
and other crimes would considerabl; 


vied some mounted 
robbers, dressed in the uniform of Government troopers, collected on the bark of 
the river. No sooner did he see them than he wheeled round his mare and get 
back. The robbers pursued him, but finding that they could not overtake him, 
one of them fired his musket at the Mazumdér, but the ball only scraped his 
turban and he narrowly escaped from being shot. Though the Police Inspector 
of Pétan, Mr. Guldbshankar, is active and keeps a goad watch at night, still 


robberies occur, on account of the policemen being generally old men and opium 
eaters. | 


The Jame Jamsed (43) of the 5th December, in a long article disapproves 
extravagant expenses made by several Native Princes, in giving receptions to 
the Viceroys and Governors of the Presidencies when they meet them. It is 
quite right and proper that the feudatory Princes should give a hearty and due 
Pe le to the representatives of the paramount British power; but it is not 
at all necessary that it should be accompanied by any extravagant expenditure 
and costly shows of pomp and profusion. 'The Native Princes seem to believe 
that the British Government measures their loyalty and worth according to the 
sums they spend on such occasions, and, under this belief, they seem to vie 
with each other in this matter ; and thus large sums of money, which can be more 
beneficially and wisely laid out, are spent on empty shows and ephemeral enjoy- 
ments. But it is a mistake on their part. The wise and enlightened British 
Government is not pleased by such vain displays. It would be much better 
pleased if these Princes would spend their superfluous money on really useful 
works of public improvement, calculated to give their own ryots better means 
of communication, more comforts, better education, better health and better 
justice. If the Native Princes have no wisdom to see all this, it is the duty of 
the paramount Government to instruct and enlighten them on this important 
point. The occasion which has induced the Jdme Jamsed to make the above 
remarks, is the news that His Highness the Maharaj4 Sindia is going to spend 
the large sum of 1,00,000 rupees in celebrating the grand event of the Ist 
January 1877, and that half of this sum is to be spent in giving a splendid ball 
and a sumptuous dinner to His Excellency the Viceroy at Delhi. It is no 
doubt very right and proper that the loyal Native Prinees should celebrate the 
event with rejoicings and festivities ; but they ought to do it within due limit. 
They need not go mad, and throw away money as if it were mere dust. If the 
great sum intended to be squandered on a ball and a dinner, be laid out on > 
some really useful work, either of public utility or public charity, either in the 
British territories or in those of his own, His Highness will secure, by this mode, 
infinitely greater upproqation from the good, wise and virtuous sovereign Lady 
who rules over us than can be expected from such brilliant but vain shows. If 
Sindia would give this princely sum to be spent in relieving the distress of 
the famine-stricken districts of the Deccan, he would please Her Gracious 
Majesty a great deal more than he can do by giving halls or dinners, and he 
would also, by this mode, gain the purer satisfaction of helping his own nation, 
namely the Maréthds, out of a dreadful calamity. In conclusion, the guvod 


Viceroy is asked to impress these great truths on the minds of the great Native 
Princes and Chiefs who assemble at Delhi for the great Darbar which is to tak 
place there, : 


The Rast Goftdr (45) of the 3rd December puts some blame on the British 
Government for the poor condition of the administration of the Nawdnagar 
State and of its treasury, It observes that while the neighbouring States of 
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Bhaéunagar aud Jundgarh are in a prosperous condition, it is a great sham 
the treasury of the fertile State of Navaiscar is in an exhausted condition, and, 
that on account of it, the Jém has solicited to be excused from going to th 
Imperial Darb4r which will be shortly held at Delhi. Leaving aside for the 
| Pay the questions about the bad habits of the Jém, by which he has ruined 


his State, and about his adopted son Kdlubhé falling into bad ways before his 


coming to the gadi, the poor condition of the administration and of the treasury 
of the State attract the attention. most. Colonel Anderson, the late Political 
Agent of Kattywar, epoilt the Jam. It is true that the present able Political 
Agent, Mr. Peile, has adopted with the Jém a conduct different from that of his 
immediate predecessor in office. But he has not done right in lending suppo 
to an uninfluential Kharbhéri as Mr. Popat Welji. The Rdst Goftdr asserts 
that it is not an advocate of Mr. BhaSwanji, the late Diwin, whom the J4m 
wanted to re-entertain, It is glad that the Sa wanaunr State has got rid of both 
Mr. Bhagw4nji and Mr. Popat, and is rejoiced to find that the British Govern- 
ment has interfered in the matter of the appointment of a new Karbhari after the 
J4m has been ruined by these Kérbhéris. But the British Government has not 
made a proper use of the power of interference. Mr. Peile and Government 
nave appointed a worthless person to the Diwdnship of Nawdnagar. What 
good can this State receive from such appointments? They should have nomi- 


nated a well educated and able man to that post, and for their not doing so 
they deserve blame. ) 


The Deshi Mitra (49) of the 80th November, but received on the 3rd 
December, has heard from a correspondent that the Kolis of Kanad4 attempted 
to plunder the crops of the village of Lol4san, in the Ahmednagar District, in 
the Gaikwar’s territory ; but they were repulsed by the Kolis of the latter village. 
In the fight which took place between them three men of the plunderers and 
two of their opposers were killed. The forthér have been irritated at this defeat 
of theirs, and to take a revenge upon their enemies, make an attack every 
night upon the village of Loldsan, which is being deserted in consequence of 
these attacks upon it. The writer requests the Gaikwar’s Government to give 


up its apathy and adopt immediate strong measures to protect the people of this 
village. | 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 12th December 1876. 
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-. The Public Administration. 


nomination of Sir Richard Temple to the Governorship of Bombay, observes’ 
that it does uot known why Sir Richard, whose term of service is about to be 
completed soon, should get this 

ence of, and the success with which he coped with, the late Bengal famine may 

have led the great. Home authorities to confer on Sir Richard the Governorship 


The Native Opinion(2) of the 10th December, in noticing the news of the 


of this Presidency, which is now suffering from an equally severe calamity. — 


But this reason does not appear to the Native Opinion very strong. For, it does 
not believe that India or even the Bombay Presidency is unable to supply an 
Officer, as able and competent as Sir Richard himself, to cope with the evil. 
The writer then briefly refers to the Indian career of Sir Richard, and attributes 

his rapid rise chiefly to his great power of writing brilliant reports and his friend- 
ship with Lord Lawrence. Referring to the laudatory notices in the Native 
Press of this nomination, the Opinion remarks that though our future Governor, 
undoubtedly, possesses some very rare and great qualities, and, consequently, 
deserves praise for them, yet being himself a Civilian, he is unduly partial 
towards his brother Civilians ; and the Opinion refers to Sir Richard’s decision in 
the notorious case of Kirkwood of Chitagong, for the truth of the above asser- 
tion. Sir Richard is ulso excessively partial to the interests of Government. He 
has, however, the tact of gaining popularity among the Natives. He is an 
excellent rider, and values very highly horsemanship in his subordinates. Those 
of our Deputy Collectors, Mgmledars, Foujd4rs, and Police Inspéctors who are 
deficient in this qualification, should at once take to perfect themselves in it, if 
they wish to secure the favour of the future Governor. It is impossible to aay 
beforehand, concludes the writer, whether the nomination of Sir Richard will 
prove beneficial or otherwise to this Presidency. | 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 11th December, in a leader ‘headed, ‘The New 
School-building at Tanna, the Inhabitants of Tanna, and Government,” very 
strongly disapproves of the locality proposed for constructing a new school-house 


_in that town. A school-house, says the writer, ought to be always in a central, 


public, and healthy place in the town, the children of whose inhabitants it is in- 


tended to benefit. The locality in which it is proposed to build the new school- - 


house of Tanna, violates all the above-mentioned conditions. It is neither cen- 
tral, nor public, nor healthy. The locality chosen is an old Talaw, filled up by 


the local Municipality with the sweepings and rubbish of the town. It is on 


one side of the town. It has in its neighbourhood the Municipal public latrines ! 
Thus, the locality is highly. objectionable on sanitary grounds. The Deputy 
Educational Inspector and his Assistant ought to know these strong objections 
to the proposed locality, and to intimate them to their superiors. But the for- 
mer officer is a new man, and is not possibly acquainted with the place. The 
Suryodaya does not know whether the Assistant Deputy Inspector has informed 
his superiors of the objections mentioned above. The building in which the 
office of the Deputy Collector is located at present, can be purchased for a idl 
moderate and reasonable sum. If is also in a central place, and, if purchased, 
would prove a very good building for the school. The attention of the authori- 
ties concerned is forcibly and urgently drawn to this important subject, and they 


are requested to think over this matter well before any large expenditure is _ 


incurred, that they be saved from unavailing regret afterwards. 
The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 7th December, but received on the 10th, 


publishes a petition made to the Judge of Satara by the inhabitants of Kémberi, 
- Matyapur,- aby Spars the two pe oe Wenegaon, Myjgaon, Verna, Néandgaon, 
other villages of the Satara Taluka, The petitioners having... 


Khajewédi, an Satara Lalu! | tioner 
heard that their villages are soon to be transferred from the Satara Court to 
that of Rahimatpur, pray the Judge to retain their villages in the jurisdiction 


eat Indian appointment. Perhaps his experi 
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posed, ‘was pleased to transfer them to the Satara Court. 
why Government should think of subjecting the petitioners to the same incon- 


veniences and hardships by transferring their villages back again to the Rahi- 
The Judge of Satara is earnestly requested -to give a favour- 


matpur Court. T : : 
able consideration to this representation, and grant the prayer of the petitioners. 


The Arunodaya (7) of the 10th December, in aun article, headed “The © 


Delhi Darbar and the deposed Native Princes,” observes that the princes of the 
ancient royal family of Arcot are to set out for Delhi on the 14th instant. It 
is a well known fact that the kingdom of Arcot has long since been destroyed, 
and that the descendants of the once powerful royal house now live at Madras 


in a miserable hut, and subsist upon a small gratuity graciously granted by the 
paramount English Government. 


What could be the object of taking these 


_ so-called princes to the Delhi Darbér ? Can it be the object of the British Gov- 
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ernment to show to the “Native Princes and Chiefs of India and to the whole — 


world, the greatness it has achieved by reducing ‘the old and once powerful 
royal families to an abject dependence ? This is neither wise nor very. con- 
sistent with good taste. It is a wanton addition of insult to injury. This pro- 


- ceeding appears to the Arunodaya irreconcilable to the generous disposition of 


the noble Lord now at the head of the Indian Government. The morality of | 
the political measures with which the English Government has established and 
extended its empire in India, cannot bear a very close scrutiny from an im- 
artial thinker ; and to compel the wretched descendants of the once great royal 
houses to be present at the Tamdsh4.at Delhi, and thus to make them feel the 
humiliation to which they are reduced, is not calculated to increase the popu- 
larity of the paramount power, or make the Indian subjects of Her Majesty 
more contented,—one of the professed objects of the coming great Darbar. It is 
rather to re-open the old sores which time, the great curer of all earthly evils, 
is haply healing gradually. The attention of Government is earnestly request- 
ed to this subject. ok Ci ye . 


The Dnydnodaya (10) of the 14th December publishes a long letter, head- . 
ed ‘Fearful State of Things in Bombay.” Bombay, though the capital of the 
Presidency, the seat of the Govebathenr and the centre ot civilization and learn- 
ing, and though it has a very costly and strong police, yet is one of the greatest 


sinks of vice and crime. It contains a very large criminal population, which ° 
gets its livelihood by committing vatious crimes. The city abounds in taverns — 


and brothels. Grog-shops are to be seen even in the smallest streets and la 


Prostitutes of all nationalities are to be- met with there. Bombay has severa a 


2 - ‘ 


assault any persons whom 


gangs of mercenary assailants, who for payment 


employers wish to thrash from revenge or any oth 


Qnrpié—l12 | 


vl dj r motives. Numerous crimes 
are perpetrated in the grog-shops and in the houses of prostitutes: Govern- - 
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‘support of the prayer. It then discusses the arguments advanced by the Honuor- 


of gamblers who entice and plunder unw farers. The 
< carriages are considered a useful institution ; but ma 
great scamps, ‘They combine with the roughs : of th town, 
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The Guzerat Mitra (39) of the 10th December says that the envelopes em- ; oo 
bossed with half-anna postage stamps are made of thick paper ; and, consequently, | oe 
persons using them cannot enclose in them sufficibntly long letters, without . ae 
sticking on each of them a half-anna stamp. It, therefore, requests Government E 
to emboss the half-anna stamp on envelopes of very thin paper. It also prays — foe 
Government not to charge for a slight excess in weight on insufficiently stamped: 
letters, double the deficiency; to lessen the registration fee on letters from four : nee 
to two annas; and to decrease the rates at present charged on book postand = 
banghy parcels. The post brings in a good income to Government, and hence _ - 
the postal charges ought to be lessened, as the’ proposed decrease would, inthe - [ae 
end, bring more income to Government. ree a aia ae 


serious thought to its contents. ee | Re eae 2 é 


The same, in ‘another leader, revives one of the old complaints of the 
Native Press, that Government does not give the high posts under it to educated — 
Natives, and prays it to redress the complaint, and brings the usual arguments in 


able Mr. Cockerell against the competency of educated Natives to hold high ee 
as well as low judicial appointments, and shows that they are not strong, sup- == | 
porting its own view by referring to the opinions expressed by Sir Richard 5 
Garth, Honourable Mr. Fitzjames Stephen, Honourable Mr. Hobhouse, and Chief : 
Justice Sir Richard Couch, in favour of the great eligibility of the educated , sy 
Natives to hold these posts. It also reminds Government of having made | 2 
from time to time promises to bestow high places on the Natives, and praysitto 2 
fulfil these promises. | oe oe | 


_ The Bombay Saméchér (42) of the 9th December, but received on the 11th, 
observes that though it is a fact that the Europeans in India keep themselves 
aloof from mixing and keeping up a friendly: intercourse with the Natives of the 
country, and that they not. only look with a bad eye towards the Natives, but take a 
a malicious pleasure in excluding them from the high and well-paid posts under ae 
Government ; yet the Englishman newspaper charges the Natives with being un- 
grateful for the great liberty and other advantages they enjoy under the British 
rule, and censures them for not mixing with Europeans and for adopting a conduct 
inimical to them. Whenever a European has appointments in his gift he hestows ee 
them exclusively on hisown coyntrymen. Whenever, by some chance, a Native soe 
happens to get a good appointment, or there is a chance of his getting one, oe 
Europeans find out fanciful defects in him, and try to lower him mm Fee esti- eee 2 
mation ; and the English Press lends them hd (os in this matter. Thissortof- - a 
decrying Natives goes on whether the posts to be given are high asthoseofthe == - 
Covenanted Civil Service, or so low as of those of the guards on the railways. : 
The Samdchdr then regre 


> 


fully notices the discharge of the Native guards 
certain portion of the E. I. Railway line who were employed a few months 
and entertains fears of the remaining Native guards of the same railway © 


dismissed hereafter, © Oe ee 
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The Jdme Jamsed (43) of the 9th December, but receiver 
glad to hear a thick report from all sides that the authorities in India wi 
the time-honoured custom of the Native Princes of this country, of grantin 
their respective subjects new rights, of distributing honours and bestowing 
offices on the nobility, and setting prisoners at liberty on occasions of ; 
‘joy, on the ensuing New Year's Day, when the assumption of the Imperial 
by Her Majesty the Queen will be proclaimed throu oat this country. The 
Jame Jamsed sanguinely hopes that the report will prove true, and the assump-__- 
tion of the Imperial tithe will be celebrated by the Indian authorities doing as 
the report says. It then asks the leading members of the Native society, parti- 
cularly the Parsi community of Bombay, to memorialize Government to exercise. 
mercy on Pestanji Dinshéw and Dinbdi, the Pérsi woman who was recently 
convicted of child-murder. These two Pérsi convicts deserve mercy, and Gov- 
ernment will, in all probability, show mercy to them and set them free on the 
joyous occasion. But, in order to.avoid any mischance of Government overlook- 
ing them and their continuing in prison after the great joyous occasion of the 
proclamation, the leaders of the Native society in Bombay should remind - 
Government about them; and the Jdéme Jamsed is sanguine about the appeal _ 
succeeding in the liberation of the two unfortunate convicts. —_. Ss 


1a, 


aes 


' 


; The same of the 11th December has heard that several of the European 
troops who have come to Surat from Baroda go for a walk into that city, and, ~ 
after getting drunk, create rows. On the night of Thursday last some soldiers — 
who were intoxicated, attacked the driver of a two-horse carriage, and forcibly 
took away some money from his pocket and beat the horses. This occurrence 
took place near Nénpurdé. They also plundered a Pérsi and tore his clothes. 
Though the police was informed of. these occurrences it did not find courage to 
apprehend the unruly soldiers, _—_— oe Rr ei 


The Rdst Goftér (45), the Yajdén Parast (47), and the Satya Mitra (62) of 
the 10th December express great pleasure for the appointment of Mr. Kharsetji 
Fardunji Pérakh as the Sheriff of Bombay for the ensuing year. These ] 


like the Jame Jamsed (43) of the last week, extol Mr.. Pay or his libera 
charities, his independence, his services to the community of Bombay, and this 
private virtues, and observed that Sir Philip Wedehouse’s Government has, in 
making this appointment, given great satisfaction to all classes of the Presidency 
town. ; : | a 
— The Rdst Goftér (45) and the Yajddn Parast. (47) of the 10th December 
heartly wish that the people of Bombay will accord His Excellency the Viceroy, 
on his landing in the Government.Dockyard on the 16th instant, a warmer 
which is being arranged for. The Rdst Goftar observes a 


by his noble conduct, commenced “a sweet and a merci 


has, within the short 
vast empire into his hands, secur a ovpabade ke 
crown ; and the Natives ough eir ‘ a sincere and a hearty 
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warm: reception. — 


ites when they have not recove 
Prince of Wales, and they are still unable - 


tions and exhibit fireworks, they can exh r deep gratitude t 


; irew< r can exhibit their deep gratitude 
which are more effective as an expression of their feelings than ill 
fireworks. The whole of Bombay should turn out on the d: 


t 


landing to pay their heartfelt thanks to their friends, and their de 


Government House at Parel with music playing before him. The Yajddn Parast 

also gives the same reasons for the arsiat of Bombay giving a warm and hearty — 

reception to His Lordship, -but recommends a mode of expressing it different a 
from the one recommended above by the Rdst Goftdr. The Parast wishesthe = = ~~ 


which will be given by the Municipal Corporation. | Ve ee 


The Sind Samdchdr (50) of the 6th December, but received on the Tith, 
says that the grain-dealers of the Jodi4 Bazdér in Kurrachee sell grain by short _ a 
weights to the ignorant people, and requests the Foujdér ofthat town to protect oo 
these ignorant persons from the rascality of these dealers, => ae as 


The Broach Wartamdn (55) of the 11th December is surprized to find that’ - Pe. 
Government has not invited any. of the respectable gentlemen of Broach tothe 
Delhi Darbar. Several respectable persons from each city or larger town have : 
been favoured with the honour of the invitation. Eventhesmalltown of Nariéd j= | 
has not been forgotten in this matter. Broach alone has been forgotten or left. a 
out. It is surprizing how this has occurred when Broach counts among its re- «©. . 
spectable inhabitants some gentlemen who enjoy the distinction of Pélkhi. a. 


people of Bombay to present an address to His Lordship, in addition to one 


2 The Famine in the Deccan. he oe oo : 
A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) ofthellth December oncemore  __ : 


complains of the indifference and apathy of the officials of the Nizam’s Govern- 0° °° 
ment to the great distress which is experienced by the ryots of some partsof a 
that State. While the officers of the afflicted British districts and the authorities a — 
of several Native States are exerting themselves, to the best of their means, to : i. 
mitigate the distress of the ryots committed to their care, the Nizam’s officials a 
pay not the slightest regard to the miseries of those over whom they are set. oe 
There are officials of various grades employed by this Native Government in —T/ hes 
the different zillahs, such as Télukddrs and their assistants; and these are very _ ea 
handsomely paid. But they never take any trouble of personally inspecting —_ Pe 
the divisions under their charges. With these lucky officials attention toonme’s = 
own’ personal comfort and ease is great wisdom; one’s own willis the law;.and ae 
recommendations and influence are the test of competency and merit. The Se 
result of this system is, as may be expected, an utter misrule. Thewriter, while a 
travelling a few days ago, visited the town and téluké of Yadgiri in the Surapur — a 
Zillah, and saw the unfortunate ryots suffering horribly from a want of food and a 
water. The wretched fellows are so ignorant of their rights that they bear all oe 


this misery silently, fever knowing that it was the duty of their Government === ~ 
to do something for their relief. d Pe ee - 
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from him. The writer then points out some public works, 
and carried out, would give employment to the distres 
at the same time, of great public benefit, = 8 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Athni, says that the dread- _ 
ful famine of this year has made a great havoc of the cattle, and reduced men to 
a great suffering. The enlightened and generous Government has come out — 


liberally with relief, and is nobly discharging its duty to the ryots.. Large relief 
works five been opened for the employment of the distressed ryots. Brahmans 
only cannot avail themselves of this relief, They cannot work as common 
coolies on the roads or on other similar works. There are in this part of the _ 
country five or,six Native States such as Jamkhandi, Kurundwdd, Sangli, Miraj, — 
Raémdurg, &c., all belonging to Brédhman Chiefs, who ought to do something to 
give relief to the sufferers of their own sacred caste; but who, it is to be deplored, 
do not seem to have done anything in this direction. Some charitable pri- 
vate gentlemen, however, have shown that they are not so dead to the duty 
they owe to their caste-fellows in such a crisis. Raw Saheb Rangréw Krishna, 
the Subordinate Judge of Athni, Raw Sdheb Hanmant Bhimdji, the Mdémledar 
of the same place, and several others have raised a liberal subscription and 
opened an Annachchhatra, or an alms-house, forfeeding poor Brahmans. There 
is also a relief committee in the town which feeds the infirm, the sick, the old, 


and the children of other ‘castes. Both these charitable institutions are work- 
ing satisfactorily. ) 


_ Another correspondent of the same, writing from Karkam, observes that 
through:the liberality of Government and through the enterprize of private 
traders, there is no very great scarcity, either of employment to the labourers 
or of corn in the market. But the unfair conduct of subordinate officials, and the 
general poverty of the ryots, considerably mar the good effects of the above 


_boons, and the popular distress is not as much mitigated as it should be. The 


subordinates .who are.entrusted with the immediate management of the Govern- 
ment relief works, are suspected by the writer of corruption and partiality ; and, 
consequently, of contravening the excellent and humane object of Government 
in opening these works. He requests the superior authorities concerned to look 
very sharply to this matter. He also complains of the great inadequacy of the 


rates of wages given to the poor work-people. A working-man gets only two 


annas a day for his labour, which suffices only to buy three-quarters of a sher of 
corn. How should he support himself, two or three young children, and, per- 
haps, an old parent or two on this miserable quantity of food, and keep himself 
in health to,enable him to work? Whence is he to get that indispensable 
condiment, salt, and the equally indispensable necessary for cooking, namely fuel? 
The kind authorities should give their attention to these considerations. Then 
referring to the growing scarcity of water in the town of Karkam, the writer 
states that there is an old large taldw in the neighbourhoud of the town. It is 
now entirely filled with mud, and is used at present asa pasture ground, If 


'- this be dug ‘out and cleared of mud, the work would give employment to the 


ryots for some months, and would a of permanent benefit to the inhabitants 
of Karkam. The attention of the district authorities is requested to this sug- 
gestion. _ : i aes as 


The Hitechchhu (20) of Kalddgi of the 10th December in alon article, — 
headed ‘* More Suggestions to Government in Connection with the Famine,” — 
refers to the growing scarcity of water in several places, and apprehends that 


: ” 


this’scareity will extend over a much wider area, and may lead to the depopula 


tion of several districts, if something is not done in time to provide against this 
evil. The writer suggests that temporary dams should be thrown up in large 
 4£Nup 16--12— Ae te + owls 


e ; 


‘ and water should 
works are not 
districts as in : 


A correspondent of the same, in a letter, alludes to the extreme distress 
prevailing in the Kalddgi Zillah, and requests the educational authorities to 
suspend temporarily levying the school-fees in the Government schools, and to 
give grain compénsation to the low-paid school-masters and ,their assistants, 
The usual arguments are reproduced in support of these prayers. 


M unicipalites. 
Sind Samdchér (50) of the 6th December, but received on the 11th; com- 
pee that, though the other roads of the town of Kurrachee are kept clean, the 
uwén4 Lane in Jodiad Bazdr is ever full of nuisances and never made clean. 
The municipality is requested to improve the condition of this lane. 


: Natiwe States, 

The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 6th December, but received on the 10th, in 
a long editorial, laments over the unaccountable folly and obstinate blindness of _ 
several Native Chiefs, who, regardless of all warnings, rush on the course of . 
thoughtlessness and bring on their own ruin. An allusion is made to the 
examples of Malhdrr4w of Baroda and Taty4 Sdéheb of Sangli, who persistently 
listening to the evil adyices of bad and crafty men, have ruined themselves. 
The paramount English Government is not altogether blameless, in the eyes of 
the Bodha Sudhakar, .for.this deplorable condition ; but the writer admits that 
the principal portion of the blame must be laid at the door of the Native Chiefs 
themselves. The writer concludes with earnest advice to the Chief of Bhor to 
be very careful in the onerous duties recently entrusted to him; to surround © 
himself with respectable and wise advisers ; to exercise his own judgment, and 
to keep his subjects contended. At present complaints appear against him in 
the public press. The Chief and the Collector of Satara, who has the supervi- 
sion of this little.State, are requested to enquire into the grounds of these com- 


plaints ; and, if they are reasonable and true, to adopt measures in time to re- 
- move them. : , 


The same contains a communicated article, headed ‘“‘ The Jath State, its 
Ryots, and the Conduct of its Administrators.” It is well known that, in conse- 
uence of his hopelessly bad administration, the Chief of this little State was — 
eprived of all his powers, and management was assumed by the paramount. 
Government, and is now conducted by an officer of its nomination. All this 
little revolution was effected apparently in the interests of the ryots. But these 
unhappy ryots are as badly off as ever. - Perhaps, their condition is even worse. 
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A’correspondent of the same complains of the sanitary condition of the Lo 
little town of Shirwal, in the State of the Pant Sachiv, afid asks the attention — eo 
of the Collector of Satara, who is the Political supervisor of this little Native | 
State, to the above complaint. ; 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Bhor, seems to: find fault 
with the Chief for allowing rice to be purchased in his State by outsiders, and for 


A allowing it to be exported. The Chief is also asked to open relief works for the 
' benefit of the ryots suffering from the famine. The Chief annually realizes 
wie about 18,000 rupees in the shape of the local cess. Nothing ofthis large sum > 


seems to have been expended for the benefit of the cess-payers. The Chief is 


rai to give remissions to the ryots who have suffered from the drought of 
: this year. . | ) ) 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 7th December, 

. but received on the 10th, states that the work of assessing the cultivated lands 

in the State of Gondal is going on; but the officer who is doing it not being at 

all acquainted with revenue work, the La complain, and the State suffers a " 

loss. The writer also states that, though in this State two lakhs of rupees are me s 

annually spent upon the public works, the work called ‘ Nawlakho,” com- a 

‘menced in the time of the late Thakor, still remains incomplete, and is falling 

into a bad. condition. Captain Scott, the Politicn] Officer in charge of this — 
State, is requested to appoint an old and experienced person for doing the _ 


ip ae 


assessment work, and to give his attention to the ‘‘ Nawlakho.”’ 
a Another correspondent of the same disapproves of the increase made in the ~ : 
. salaries of the bailiffs serving in the Gondal State. There are two Civil Courts. 

in this State, viz., one at Gondal and the other at Dhordji. A builiffis appointed . 
* to each of these Courts. Each of them drew a monthly salary of rupees forty, _ 
4 though a bailiff in the British zillahs gets only twenty-five. The salaries of these 
& | fortunate fellows have been further increased to rupees fifty each,andto provide =§# 8 § : 
ae for this increase eight annas are to be levied from each ryot! The writer 
S thinks that the increase in the salaries has -been made, because the bailiffs are _ 
q ee the relations of Mr. Ganeshji, a subordinate under Mr. Scott, and condemns j= *+ © 
4 | _ the increase as an unnecessury burden on the State. — : a oe 
3 A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (43) of the 9th December, but received 
3 on the 11th, complains that the road between Ahmedabad and Deesaisvery j§ j- +: 
. unsafe for travellers to pass on it. On it several villages of the Gaekwarare j= 
= situated, Though several new officers have been appointed tothe Patan Taluka == 
. of the Gaekwar’s State, robberies and plunders have considerably increased. A’ j= ~~ 
: ; 5n Pp 16—12— - ieee ten i gio : 
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KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, = 
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pernayy ust be regarded as a traitor, and punished as such. The notorious e 


A correspondent of the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 14th December, .but 
received on ‘the 18th, writing from Téasgaon, briefly describes the wicked 
attempts of the selfish local grain-dealers to. maintain exorbitant prices of 
corn at Tasgaon, and to discourage competition of outside traders by picking 
quarrels with and assaulting them, ‘The writer then refers to an assault made 
by some two Lingd4yats ona Jain, an outside grain-dealer, who was not only 
severely beaten, but even plundered of his money, and who received no aid from 
the local police, though this crime was perpetrated in the close neighbourhood. 
of the Police Kacheri. The writer denounces the local police in unmeasured 


terms. He calls it effeminate and idle, and a useless burden on the State trea- a 
sury. ; : 


The Shubha Suchak (14) of the 15th December, but received on the 17th, 
opens with a. leader, in which the Government of Bombay is very severely 
censured for its refusing the prayer of the people of Tésgaon to do away tem- 
porarily with the toll duties on corn, that the poor ryots of the afflicted districts 
may get their food somewhat cheaper in these days of distress and scarcity. 
At the time of thelate Bengal famine the Government laid down a noble prin- 
ciple, that when a famine o¢curs the lives of the ryots must be saved at any 
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cost to the State treasury ; 
subordinate Government. ' 


2. 


to suspend levying the toll duty 
and famine:such as we are living 


assigned to the town of Ratndgin. Formerly there used to be about 200 police- 
men for the protection of the town only. Besides these, there were about 300 
military men to do the duty of guards on the local Treasury and the Jail. The 
police then gave its whole attention to the protection of the town. Afterwards 
the military force was altogether removed from Ratndgiri, and the strength 
of the police also was reduced. Thus, there are now fewer policemen, and the 

are required to do more work. The duty of guarding the Treasury and the Jail 
has devolved on the police. When men are overworked, they cannot be expect- 
ed to do their work very efficiently. They have, again, no arms. Their arms are 
mostly wooden batons. Formeshy they were well supplied with fire-arms. In 
these times, when a dearth prevails over the whole country, and people have 
grown desperate from want of food, the police ought to be much stronger than 
it is at present. The attention of the district authorities is forcibly drawn to 
this important matter. : e 


The Guzerat Mitra (89) of the 17th December highly approves of the con-. 
gratulatory address prepared by the Poona Sérwajanik Sabha for being presented 
to Her mas PEt the Queen for her assumption of the title of Kesare-Hind, or the 
Empress of India. The Mitrais sorry to see that none of the addresses prepared 
by other cities of this presidency, including those from Bombay, come up to the ad- 
dress got up by the Saérwajanik Sabha. It is also much concerned to see that the 
address from Surat emanated from the Municipality only. It should have been 
adopted at a general meeting of the people. a ce 


The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 20th December contains the continuation 
of a communication which appeared in its issue of the 27th November last. In 
this long: communication the writer attempts to show that. the duty imposed on 
the country ee in Surat falls heavily on the people who use the liquor. 
The liquor trade of Surat has passed into the hands of ten or twelve persons, 
who can sell the liquor at whatever price they may choose to sell it. The 
writer, therefore, wishes Government to specify a certain number of liquor-stills, 
and to sell the right of drawing out liquor in them by contract, and to add a 
few liquor-shops in Surat. Py these means other persons besides the present 
liquor-shopkeepers will be able to open shops, and by their competition the 
public will get the liquor cheaper than it gets it now. The writer then shows, — 
at great length, that the whole of the liquor manufactured in the little State 
of Sachin, where it is sold considerably cheaper than in the British territory, 


“i 


cannot be consumed by the subjects o that State, and a large portion of that 


liquor cannot but be smuggled into the surrounding Surat District. He, there- 
fore, requests the British authorities to: adopt effective measures to prohibit this 


extensive smuggling. By doing so there will be an increase in the consumption 
2n P23—12 Ue | 
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: of liquor manufactured in the : 
_ inereasing the duty now levied 4 
benefit Government to a mount 
of the late Naw4b of Sachin the liquor- ; State ar 
ceased. Nawdb not being 2 iar erved by the British authorities who now . 
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: Bombay, to spend the sum of five thousand ru e lst 


Hospit 


in Bombay, “ The proposed misappropriation of the Prince’s Gift to the Lepers,” 


The Rdst Goftér condemns the proposal as improper and unwise. ‘The Prince 


» 


ness the donor himself will not appPor' ae 


: that it was spent in celebrating the day of the announcement of the Imperial title. 

; The Rast Goftdr thinks that the sum of rupees five thousand given by Government | 
7 is not sufficient for illumination and fireworks ; but the money required for these a 
; festivities ought to be subscribed by thé rich people of Bombay, and ought not to a 
: be obtained from the Prince’s gift to the lepers. The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of a 


the 16th December, but received on the 18th, and the Akhbdre Sowdagdr (44) of 
: the 18th, express similar sentiments. UU Oe 2 
The same, in another short leader, severely censures the people of Bombay 
for trying to get up sectarian addresses to Her Imperial Majesty in congratu- 
: ' lation of her assumption of the title of Empress of India. The Mahomedans Be 
have submitted their own address. The P4rsis are attempting to get np their : | 


own address; and the Hindus are arranging for themselves for a similar ae 
address. Why these sectarian attempts forsuch a grand and good work as oe 
: . resenting a congratulatory address to their Empress? Could the people of ga, 
> ombay not convene, through the Sheriff, a large meeting of the people for this : ee 
_work of loyalty to their good sovereign ? Instead of convening a public meeting pe 
: of all the inhabitants, each community is preparing its own address. The - 
_ division among the Bombayites and their rivalry - 


eet 
, ~ 


with each other in this 

: : matter are to be highly deplored. Her Imperial Majesty would be more i. 

pleased to get an address from the entire community of Bombay thanto get oe 
the sectarian addresses. e | ee tr oe 


The Yajdin Parast (47) of the 17th December approves of the proposal — oo : 
made by Mr Maclean, in the Committee appointed by the Municipality of ee 
| ) Bombay to arrange for the illuminations and fireworks of the Ist January, to oe 
appropriate the sum of three thousand rupees set apart for a Leper Hospital in oS 
Bombay out of the ten thousand rupees given by H. R. H. the Prince of Wales ae 


- for the illuminations. The Parast observes that certainly a Leper Hospitalis og 

a good work, and the money set apart for it ought not to be diverted to any | ee 

‘ other work. For the proposed Leper Hospital in Bombay, however, a sam of oe 

37 thousand rupees was collected-with great difficulty in the period of twelve 

ee months; and this sum was insufficient for the good work, and the subscriptions ie 

x have been returned to the respective subscribers, and only the amount of three. oe 

. thousand rupees out of the gift of rupees 10,000 made by H.R. H.the Prince =  — 
“ of Wales remains to the name of the proposed hospital. Since this very sm: ee 

: sum cannot build the hospital, and since its withdrawal cannot affect 
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: | ing of it, it isnot wrong to divert it to illuminations and fire i 
fl _ the Imperial title. The suggestion of Mr. Maclean is goo sae ian ce eel 
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"he Deshi Mitra (49) of the 14th December, | 
observes that H. H. the Jém of Nawénagar was not 
Delhi Darbér on account of his great indebtedness 
Bombay Government insisted upon his 


The same, in another short leader, requests the Collector of Ahmedabad to 
induce Government to rebuild a bridge on the river Sdébarmati, at the place 
where a bridge formerly stood leading to Sirkhej, which was carried away b 
the flogds. After mentioning the great conveniences afforded by the late 
bridge, and that the Ahmedabddis are anxiously waiting to get another in its 
place, the Samsher Bdhddur requests the Collector to remove the difficulties 
which carts crossing the river at the Ganeshbari Road experience, At this 

lace a mound of earth has formed itself, and the carts going from the city 
have to descend the steep declivity. In getting down this mound the carts run 
very fast, and hence an accident either to the bullocks of the cart or the 
passengers may happen at any time. An accident once happened from a cart 
descending this mound, and since then the police prohibits carts from going over 
the mound; and they are, in going to cross the river by any other than the 
Ganeshbéri Gate, compelled to take a circuitous turn of about two miles. The 
carts coming from the other side of the river into the city by the Ganeshbari 
Gate have to ascend with great difficulty the steep ascent of the mound. This 
mound ovght,' therefore, to be made into plain ground for the convenience of 
the carts. o 


* 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Surat under date the 12th 
instant, also, like the Jéme Jamsed (43) of the last week, complains that some 
of the European soldiers who have come to Surat from Baroda, go at night 
for a walk into the city and create great rows. On the 7th instant they 
stopped a horse hack carriage, beat the horses of it, and took some money from 
the driver. This driver went and complained to the police, but, very strangely, 
he did not get redress. ~ 


The leaie an the Deccan. 
The Suryodaya (4) of the 18th December, ina leader headed “A C 


Conduct 
worthy of being copied,” observes that Raw Saheb . A’béji Wishnu K thawate, 


1 
a 
iS ‘ ‘ 8 & : 
r) 


the Deputy Educational Inspector of the Poona Sub-division, while on his tour, 
saw the extremely wretched condition of the village called Kurdu, and reported 
. Sn P23—12 | ease. 
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fellow-countrymen. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 13th December, but 
received on the 18th, describes, at some length, the great and severe distress 
experienced by the ryots of the village of Khandd4la, in the taluka of Wai, and 
its. neighbourhood, and asks the Collector of Satara to open some relief-works 
from the local fund for the benefit of the sufferers. According to this writer, 


several ryots do not get sufficient food, and starve for daystogether. He points 


out some local works of repairs which, he thinks, should be undertuken for, the 
henefit of the,taluka. | 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 14th December, but received on 
the 17th, highly praises Mr. L4lshankar Umidshankar, the Subordinate J udge of 
Pandharpur, for his great exertions in. affording relief to the famine-stricken 
people of Pandharpur. The Hitechchhu says that letters have been received by 
private individuals in Baroda and other cities and towns of Guzerat, highly 
speaking of the efforts of this officer to afford relief. Even at eleven or twelve 
at night he visits and affords relief 10 the poor respectable families of Pandhar- 


pur, which are in great distress, but which cannot openly seek relief, There — 
is a Dewa Mémleddr in the Deccan; and the people of Pandharpur call Mr, 


a taluka of the 


and 9 Sowkér named Lakshmandds has given forty-five thousand 
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sums have been lent by their generous owners, without interest, to be 
aid of the famine-stricken people. In Madras, also, there are really char 
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ht Bes 


os eae 


. people. The Madras correspondent of the Times of India obs« rves that 


the people of Madras, who are not very rich and not Honourables or C.9.1. 


. ; doing real charities to their famine-stricken brethren. These charities, observes = 
- : the Rdst Goftdr, ought to put to shame the millionaires.and the rich European | 
- Firms of Bombay. Me ee Ce : é 


1 aS m4 Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Khandesh Waibhaw (17) of the 15th December, but 
is received on the 19th, states that the Municipality of Dhulia has assigned the 
a rising ground on the Gadhi to the people for easing themselves, but has appoint- 
_ed no Haldlkhors to clean the spot of the foul matter.. Till very recently the 
a stray cattle of the town did the work of the scavengers; but about seven or 
eight days since the Committee put a wicket on the way to this spot, which eae 
) admits persons only but not animals. The consequence is that the ground — a 
a remains unclean, and the poor people who are obliged toresorttoitsufler © 
extreme annoyance. The accumulation of the foul matter may also lead He 
se to the spoiling of the air, and, thereby, to the outbreak of an opie. The | | 
attention of the Dhulia Municipality is urgently drawn to this popular com- - 
plaint, and the Corporation is requested to appoint Haldalkhors to keep this es 

ground clean. The writer also states that the latrines the Municipality : 
has built for the use of females at the foot of the Gadhi are too few, and the oe 
) women are obliged to use the ground behind the latrines. But this arrange- 
= ment exposes these poor persons to shame, and thus public decency is out- 
raged. ‘The Committee was repeatedly asked to raise a hedge of the sher trees 
here and to screen these females from the sight of the passengers; but the 
4 Committee has given no attention to this reasonable suggestion. ‘The Editor 
of the Waibhaw, in noticing this letter, urgently calls on the Committee to 

remove these reasonable popular complaints without any further delay. 


Railways. ee 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 14th December, but received a 

on the 17th, revives the old complaint of the Press of Guzerat, that the B. B. and : 

C. I. Railway authorities put the Dhers and high caste Hindus in the same 

carriages. A Fair is held on every full moon at Dakor in honour of Ranchhodji. 

Numbers of pilgrims visit the idol on these occasions, and they carry with them 

several things for offering to the idol. They travel by the railway; but in — 

| the railway carriages they are made to sit with Dhers, and they and the things - 

4 they carry aré polluted by the touching of the latter. A Christian guard on : 

) the Dakor Line puts Dhers in every carriage in whichthe Hindu pilgrims are 8 

sitting. The Hitechchhu laments over the indifference of the Railway authorities — ee 
to this complain‘ which has been made several times. « : a 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (44) of the 19th December states that a correspondent oe 

from Jabalpur complains that on account of the special trains of Native Princes _ ee 

1 and Chiefs and of Government officers going to the Sag Imperial Darbér of =~ 
— - Delhi, a large number of waggons on the line to Jabalpur of the G.I. P. Rail- ees 
| way are engaged by those trains ; and, consequently, the conveyance of grain 
“ “to the famine-stricken districts: is stopped. On the Jabalpur Station 25,000 
a bags of grain are lying, and about 40,000 bags more are lying in the town of . oreo mea 
_ _ Jabalpur, quite ready to be carried to the famine-stricken provinces. In con- Bn. 


sequence of this detention of the grain on its eo the dealers are. avg | oe 
heavy losses. Already the price of corn has fallen by fifty percent,and j= _ | 


—— there are fears of its falling twenty per cent more in the course of.some = = == 
_ days more. The dealers credit is suffering from their not being able to sell — ee 
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| account of their corn not reaching 


_ ber, but received on the 17th, says that the Political Officer in charge of the 


 - 
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are fears of showers of rain falling 
corn lying exposed on the stations, | 
the authorities of the G. I. P. Railwa 


FO: whos 


t 


o 


would be well, therefore, to make the line clear one 
special trains, and on that day to send as many bags of grainasthe Company 
cansend, Such an arrangement will not only save the owners of the corn from Sy 
further losses, but will remove the fear of a scarcity of corn in the famine- _ 
stricken provinces. Oe eae ES eee 


7 ED 


| Native States, : Se 


4 


? 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 14th Decem- 


Porbander State is about to visit Porbander, and, consequently, preparations are : 
made for a fine appearance of the town.. But it must be observed that a tax is ee 
forcibly levied from the people of this town for improving it, but its proceeds = = = 
are never spent upon that object, except on occasions like the present one, when eS 
a Government officer is about to visit the place, Why should not the money ee 
levied from the inhabitants be regularly spent upon. procuring them: municipal | ae 
accommodatiosn ? asks the writer. ae : aa 


Jp k x ; oa * 


The Samsher Bahadur (51) of the 15th December, but received onthe 17th, = «== 
also states that the fear of the dacoities in the Gaikwari pargands is increasing. .. 
The pilgrims who had left Ahmedabad for the Fair of Shankheshar have returned ae 
from Bhoini without going to the Fair, There is a report that property worth oo. 
eighteen thousand rupees was plundered between Shankheshar and Radhanpur, © nee 
What are the police officers of the Gaikwari State doing? asks the Samsher, __ oS 


way 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, | ~ 
Reporter on the Native Press. a 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, : os 
Poona, 26th December 1876. S 
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knowledge their dependent and‘feudatory position. Butasour gracioussovereign _ oo 
has assumed this grand title to bind more closely and indissolubly the two great Le 
countries together, it is fervently hoped that the British Indian policy will > 
grow more and more generous, and measures will be taken to render the union ce 
a blessing to both’the countries. The writer then states what these measures os 2 


should be.. These are no other than those which are so often repeated ‘ih the — oo , 
Native press and the popular petitions, namely, the formation of a diet of the - a 


Native princes, the admission of the Native representatives into the Parliament, | a 
a more liberal nomination of the Natives to higher posts under Government, @ i. 
permanent land settlement, &c. ; a : 3 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Karwar, states that while the ee 
Kanara District was under the rule of the Madras Government the ferry rates — 
imposed on the ryots were extremely moderate. The. ryot was ng bee to pay 
only one pie in crossing a small river ; two pies if the river was bigger; and 
three pies when he was to cross the biggest ones. Since the last five or six 
years these rates have been very much enhanced. Six pies are exacted for. 
crossing the bigger streams, and three pies for the smaller ones. There isa 
very small stream at Akola, called Sankad. Hala, for crossing which three pies me 
are exacted. In order to avoid this payment, poor ryots often cross the stream — oe 
on foot, wading through water as deep as their necks, Some streams become oo. 
unfordable only at the time of the tides, and the ryots wait till the ebb time and ee 
then cross them on foot, But in some places the ferry contractors prevent the : 
ee from crossing the streams on foot, and compel them to use their ferries. | 

ill last year people were asked to pay the ferry rate once a day only, even : a 
when’'they used the ferry more than once during that day. Government ser- <a 
vants, again, were allowed to use the ferries free of any charge. This year, es 
however, these indulgences have been withdrawn, A passenger is now required oe 
to pay the rate for every trip he makes, and no Government servant, except : | ce 
peons, is allowed a free passage. Village officers as pdtils and kulkarnis, . 


who for official work are obliged to use these ferries sometimes more than once : 

in a day, are made to pay the rate every time they use them and to make this - 
| perres from their own pockets. Near the town of Karwar thereisastream = 

called the K4l4 River. There is a ferry on this river, for using which a pas- — oa 
senger is required to pay six pies. The pdtils and kulkarnis of the villages — oe 
beyond this river, are obliged to come to Karwar for official work, and they are : 
obliged to pay the ferry rates from their own pockets. It is shere injustice to — 
compel men to‘pay from their pockets for the Government work. Somesay = = 
that the rule is of the Collector's own making ; others attribute it to Governme cee 
Whoever has made it, it is evidently unjust, and ought to be cancel 


authorities concerned are requested to redress this reasonable popular complaint, 
and render the erry rates more moderate and just. oo 
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- assault or insult. others causelessly. Some of them act so shamelessly astobe. = 
unfit to be called gentlemen. | Such officers bring discredit on the ane ofthe ,* (* © 8 


Proiaicy, intends spending the Christmas holidays in making a tour of in- 
| r 


: humane work of protecting the health of the poor ryots of t 


to exact it from those ryots who are solvent; and this rumour has spread a ee 
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The Dajrdn Prakésh (8) of he*25th Dee 
“The Vagaries of the Mofussil Magistrates, and the serious conse 
ing therefrom,” once more laments over a rather increasing wan 
feeling betwéen the ruling and the subject rac : try, 
that nothing contributes so much to.estran; 6 t 
from the British Government and to, ze ig a 
conduct of its own servants. ‘The. administr 
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Srila the N atives in such a high taved ‘manner, that one ; cane thsi le) ae: 
the above result of their conduct. Seyeral Civilian officers look on the Natives 


as no better than brutes, and treat them accordingly. The’ conduct of several 


others is so absurd.and ‘silly, that one wonders how they were. entrusted by 
Government with so important powers. They think it- is nothing to ‘abuse, 


Government they serve, and 1 injure it in several ways by their vices. If Gov-. 3 
ernment cares for its good name, it must remove such men from. its service and ea ae 
deport.them to Europe. After these remarks, the writer _— ses fonomie = = «ee 
magisterial cases ‘of, alleged high-handedness and tyranny rt of his* : ie 


allegations.. He then dapeittion at length, the a ares legal nn malicious 

sia pc of Mr. Thomas, the District Magistrate of Tanjore, in the Madras — ae 
residency, against Mr. Narayan Swami A’ yar, a subordinate judge of Karkal, + 

in Moccsloke The account of the case is evidently taken from an Eaghe par } oe 

per, and, therefore, need not be reproduced here. . eee 


The same of the 28th December observes that in graciously einacabad to as me oo 
receive at Delhi the address of the Poona Sérwajanik Sabha, prep ared by that 


body to congratulate Her.Most Gracious Majest y on.the assumption of wienew 
€ 


title in connection with this country, His Excellency the Viceroy has honoured a 
and pleased. not only the Poona Sdrwajanik Sabhd4, but the whole Deccan and . | oe 
the Southern Mardthé Country. ‘The Sabha: has sent a deputation of about'ten $$. «4  * 
influential gentlemen to Delhi, to present the address in question. | The COUrtESy ge 
of the good Viceroy towards the Sabha will silence those who traduce the Sauna. © «2 i 
and try to lower it in the eyes of Government and the public, by. mischievous — | ae 
and false calumnies.. ‘The article arte some een of the work the Sabha , 

has already done. : | | 


The same, hearing: that Dr. Hewlett, the Sanitary Covkadaaanne of this 


spection through the famine-stricken districts, very highly praises the good and — 
energetic Doctor for his industry and zeal for duty. While other officers of 
Government are hurrying to their Sadar Stations tg spend the holidays in mirth 
and gaieties, the good Doctor thinks of spending his holidays in the noble and 

he afflicted districts. 


The K alp ataru (16)‘of the 24th December has heard that Government has 
resolved to weit the land revenue this year only to those who are paupers, and 


great consternation among the cultivating classes of the Sholépur District. If 
the rumour turns out to be trpe, the measures will reduce the remaining ryots 
to utter poverty, and render them ‘unable to continue the occupation of agri- 
culture. Government and the revenue officers of the district are requested to * oe 
think yery seriously before they adopt the unadvisable measure mentioned 2 
above. Its enforcement will ruin the ryots, and will, ultimately; seriously © 


injure the interests of ‘Government also. ‘The wisér policy is to. a ect t ‘the - eo ela 
_ryots daring, this crisis, that they may. recover and. be- wiabion to elp’ ther ee 
pat and the Government also by their industry in future years. Le ee 
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_ The Khandesh Waibhaw (17) of the 22nd, December, but received on ag ee 
26th, learns on good authority at all the: —ee sc that of Oe algaon, Ne ee 
an P30—12 ines” Bx os 5s 
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namely that of public education, while if permits a lavish ex 


certain, that on the day of the procemesn of the — title of Her ‘ont : 


‘ 
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are to be clsied from the firsl of pert sili, and ‘that the Dhulia Training 
School also is to meet the same fate from March next, ‘The Waibhaw does not 
approve either of these measures. » ; thinks humble institution are p one 
a very useful service to the masses. Their cual will not, mo reover, effec > 

any appre ciable saving to the treasury of. Government, which is once 1 more ¢ con-. , 
sured for exercising such shabby economy in one of the most useful depa 


departments, where economy can be exercised with the most | veneficial rés ia: i 


The Dharwar Writt (25) of the 21st December, but: received on the 24th, 
observes that when Government strorigly.conéeives an idea, it at once procéeds — 


to put it into force, without stopping to think of the advantages and « isadvan- - 


tages ofthe proceeding. In this time of dearth crimes naturally i increase, and, 


therefore, there is a necessity of a larger number of magistrates to dispose of 
the increased criminal work. In order to meet this necessity, Government has 
been investing officers of ‘different - bye toy, 3 with magisterial powers. Mr. 


Walton, the Cotton Inspector of this place (Dharwar), has been invested with the 
powers of a Second Class Magistrate. Mr. Walton may be a very sharp cotton. 
inspector, ‘but he is not likely to be very.thoroughly acquainted with the duties” 
of a magistrate,” and, therefore, the Dharwar ‘Writt does not think it a right 
thing in Government to invest this officer at once with. powers of a Second | 


Class Magistrate. Government seems to contemplate at once converting into 


magistrates, educational inspectors, superintendents of vaccination , assistant 


engineers, telegraph masters, &c., officers who have had never before any occa- 
‘sion of even looking into the Penal Code. Government is earnestly brought to. 
_ think seriously of the effects before it takes ‘this step. There .is no dearth of . 


qualified pérsons who have successfully passed examinations of magistrates, and — 


_ they ought to be preferred: before these onerous. powers are conferred on hs 


untried officers mentioned above. ~~’ ; 
The Guzerat Mitra (39) of the 24th eon prays the J udge of Surat to 


.remove the subordinate judge’s court at Wagra to A’mod. It gives reasons in. 


detail for making this prayer. The court: at Wagra has under it sixty-eight 
villages of the Wagra Taluka and fift of villages. of the A’mod Taluka, in: all 
118 villages. By male eat this court at Wdgra very few of these villages have 


-- any convehience, while a large: number of them suffer great inconvenience. 


The town of Wagra is very small, and the persons who go to, the sub-judge's 
court, experience great difficulty in finding lodgings as well as articles of food, 
If this court is therefore located in A’mod, a large number of the villages under 


‘it will derive great convenience. A ‘mod is a large town where: persons can 


easily find lodgings as well as‘ articles of daily consumption. Moreover, the 
villages of the A’mod Pargana are about tert miles from the town of A’mod. - 
Nineteen villages of the Wdgra Taluka are about the same distance from it. 
Sixteen villages of the same ows are about fifteen miles distant from it, ae 
is not a long distance. Thus, to 85 yillages the removal of the sub judge's $) 
pad from Wégra to A’'mod would be very convenient, iat Ee -three villages 


The Bombay Sanidohdr ar of the o7th sssiaber states ‘that it ig a ne 
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citor ; and in the case of fora who cannot engage a counsel, it is difficult for : 


A correspondent of the same replies to the communication which appeared 
in the Bombay Samdchér of the 20th instant, describing the causes of the de- Se 
cdyed condition of the trade of the country liquor-sellers of. Surat. The reply | ‘ 
enters into several details, trying to show that the condition of the liquor-sellers | : 
of the State of Sachin is not so good as the writer in the Bombay Samachar of the 
20th instant tries to make out, and that it cannot be proved that any liquor from 


that State is smaggled into the town of Surat. —- 

en The Bombay Samdchdr (42) of the 29th December is exceedingly glad to 
learn that the Viceroy has begun the policy of conferring military and other 
| honors on the Native me and chiefs, in commemoration of the declaration — 
of the Imperial title of Her Majesty the Queen. It observes that there are some 
Englishmen and English writers in India, who ever speak in disparaging terms . 
-of the Natives, and express a doubt about their loyalty to their sovereign. They ee 
class the Native princes and chiefs with the Native subjects, and denounce them | ae 
as disloyal, and recommend both the Government and their countrymen to place a 
3.n P 30—12 : i : 
| > 5 * % ; ®: 
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no confidence in them. The sentiments of such s 
at one time great influence, That time, however, 


nes for the Na ome appeared. Gc 
ment now-a-days does not pay attention to such sentiments, ‘it ge 
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try to do, as seems best to it, to Pp lease the Native subjects of the crown. This | 
pd ina cn il cabo as pone seems to be the result of H. R. H. 
: mpire. His Royal Highness seems to — 
have made close observations of everything he saw. ‘The Prince found that 


the Prince of Wales’ visit to the Indian 


wants, and suggested means of suppry ng those wants to the Indian author 


who are acting accordingly.. His Highness the Mahdrdjé Sindia is well known 


the grievances of the Natives were well founded. He well understood thei 


for his military tastes and for his good and great knowledge of military tactics. 


The Englishmen and English writers mentioned above, greatly disliked these 
inclinations of the Mahérdj4, and doubted his loyalty to the British Crown. 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales was entertained by Sindia, when the 
Prince visited Gwalior, with an exhibition of his military forces and his military 
tactics, and His Royal Highness expressed on the occasion great praise of the 
Gwalior chief’s abilities as a military commander, Even then the Englishmen 
and English writers above spoken of showed distrust of Sindia, and recommend- 
ed that he should be made to lessen the number of his troops, which they 


thought would prove a great danger to the British Indian Empire. It is very 


happy, indeed, to find that the authorities have disregarded these ominous, but 
unfounded and fanciful, warnings of these writers, and, have inaugurated a 
policy of amalgamating the Native princes, chiefs and subjects with the British 
Empire. His Highness Sindia has been made a General of the British Army by 
the Royal commands. He and other princes and chiefs have been honoured 
within the last two or three days with other marks of Royal favour, showing in 
them the great confidence of their good sovereign. These marks of Royal grace 
amalgamating them with the British Empire will not fail to produce good fruits. 


The high honours conferred on some of the chiefs on this occasion and similar — 


favours to their brother chiefs hereafter will be advantageous to the British 
Indian Empire in two ways. In the administration of this country the autho- 
rities will have a direct way to obtain invaluable advice, from these chiefs on 
important occasions, leading to great: advantage both to the Government and 
the Indian subjects. The Native princes and chiefs and the Native subjects will 
now feel more confidence in the British rule, and their loyalty to their sovereign 
will be much increased. One thing only now remains to be done to gladden 
still more the hearts of the Native subjects, for which the Indian authorities have 
already made arrangements, and which will be accomplished before the Ist of 
the approaching new year. And that thing is, the bestowal of high places on 
Native gentlemen of education and experience. The Samdchdr hopes that the 
distribution of this favour will be scualty made among all the presidencies of the 
Indian Empire... : ) hrs } 


The Rdst Goftér (45) of the 24th December considers that the result of the — 


last Matriculation Examination of the Bombay University is not ce. 
It observes that ont of the 1,152 candidates 203 only have passed. This is the 
first time that only one-sixth of the candidates has come out successful. About 
this examination for entrance into the colleges there has been every year some 
complaint or other. Generally it was complained that either the examiners 


were unduly severe, or many of the candidates were not well up in the studies - 


of the examination. A.few years ago the latter complaint was extensively 
made ; and thereupon arrangements were made which have considerably removed 
the fear of its reappearing. And yet no improvement appears in the percentage 
of the passed candidates. The Rast Goftdr wishes that the, true cause of this 
unsatisfactory result could be discovered, and care taken to prevent a similar 
result arising henceforward. (The Yajdin Parast (47) of the same date uttributes 


the passing of the small number of candidates to the undue severity exercised 


by, and better times for the Natives have to some extent 
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ne by the examiners: , i 
ee ae complaint was made tnat the paper set | 
examiners paid no attention’to it. To preve 
\ ~~. * one which has arisen this year, the Parast r 
1 '-: permanent examiners, who, it thinks, will not be fa 
examiners every year. Permanent examiners of sim 
have given satisfaction, and the same arrangements 0 

'. ‘to the Indian examinations): = = —j : - >; 


+ Phe Deshi Matra (49) of the 21st December, but received on the 24 
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ee that a dealer‘in ghee residing in Sanghddidwdd, in the town of Surat, pract 
- fraud in the article he sells. He falvefatos tite: ghee with cocoanut oil, and i <asig 
Beas _ resorts to trickery to make the adulterated article appear as if come from one = 
a. of the surrounding villages in a pure state. The os is requested to dise : i 
/* ‘this fraud,.and to get the cheat punished. 8 i itistsC=t*s pe Or ee 


‘ “The Samsher Bahddur (51) of the 22nd. December, but received onthe 24th, = = §—— 
Ps also notices the case of Messrs. Webster and Macdonald of the Chitagong pai = 
-. gana, whom the magistrate punished with simple fine for inflicting grie 

hurt on some’ ryots by means of fire-arms, but whose punishment has bee ae 
recently increased by the High Court of Calcutta to two months’ imprisonment. . eo ee 
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| | After shortly describing the particulars. of the case, the Samsher observes. 2c ee 
: that numbers of Natives have fallen victims to the ill-treatment received by thom = © 
| from Europeans, and in some cases small punishment on the culprits was inflict- _ a 
| ed by the magistrates. His Excellency the Viceroy took notice of this stateof = —_—> ee 
| | things and passed a severe minute on it. This notice from the merciful Lord ~ © «~~ 
Se ae Lytton led to increased punishment on some culprits ; but it seems to have had ) 


Pi 


* 


: no effect on Europeans in general, since the case of Webster and Macdonald has ~ ae 


arisen since then. ‘The punishment inflicted on these hardhearted Europeans = = 8 == 
is also considerably less than what would have been inflictedon Nativeshad j= ~— 
they committed the same‘crime. —©> : a J 


a 


‘The.same states that next to the building in which the femaleschoolin = © 
Kaluparchaklé, in the city of Ahmedabad, is located, isa club-house forimmoral __ Dee 
purposes, and requests the authorities concerned to remove the school from that se 

place to a quarter inhabited by respectable people. It is no wonder that res- oe 

7 * pectable persons are unwilling to send their young girls to schools situatedin = = 8 —_— 
_ disreputable quarters, for fear of. their morals being spoiled from contamination ae 
from such quarters. a ee ee ae 


| The same and the Ahmedabad Samdehdr (52) of the 20th Decem| 

received on the 24th, states that the Mérwdri of the camp of Ahmedab 
had murdered a young boy for the ornaments on his person of the vah 
or twelve rupees, and who was sentenced to be hanged, received - 


mént on Saturday last’on the terrace of the gate ofthe Jail in . 


Bop BAY ae See “ St Sas be a ee > at oe 
sy - : fy f ‘ as Ps 2 re pare . Sick they te r 5 he - “a 


= 


68s ; and, conse- re 


quent y: the sight of the execution. ‘@reat disgust among the people = 
a uch executions were, before the one mentioned above, made outside the city; . 3s. = 
and it is said that henceforward persons sentenced . unishment .° (|. 


+ 


’ mm Fa ¢, 
a cf : 
on the 
ate MS te y { re ‘Sa 
ces deli tks Se 
d to: carr 
oy ; 
ae Se ne ‘ 


bey Pa 
Tr 


a. of’ the law will he hanged 


* 


* 


7 Ganley a 2s 
Pg 
a * 


See: 
4 ry Se Z 
1 ¥ 
e Cc 


be 
W 


‘the 


| as) was 


24th, complains t 


* “ 


( 


station at Rdjkot « 
46 One who does 


if 


rly is discharged. 


> 


F ‘3 ee heme te a 
= ° O° eee Bh PATI E, Et ass. Ne Nee 
EE I pd OS POT ES OE ee OO ie a on Plt ng 


ns yeep 


a 


fe BS Pe. 
“= 


a 


Nd 


+ 


ation to employ bk 


dope in the city of Ahmedabad. | 
this station sweep the roads afte 


mprning, and spoil the wares of the dealers by raising much dus 
sweepers should be made to do the sweeping work bef« a 


Peo . The Native Opinion (2).of the 24th December, in ah article, headed ‘The | 
. _. Famine,” observes that the very large importations of corn from the North into 
the famine districts, have not only removed the scarcity of it, but have led to | Eee. 

an appreciable fall in its prices. There is now no cry ofa seareity’of cormin «  — 
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-any.place. But, though there is plenty of corn in the vag tk the distress of ©* 
the poor people has not abated to any appreciable extent. The plenty of,corn . oe 
is of little or no avail to those who have no money to buy it. Poor personsof 
the agricultural and other“classes are flocking in steadily increasing numbers to 
the relief-works. This fact proves, beyond dgubt, that the poor ryots have 
nothing to eat, and, therefore, resort to these works. For the last three or four * _ 
weeks the number of the relief seekers is continually increasing. During the ~ * — 
week before the last there were about 222,222 persons working at the different ee . 


by 


* 
: 


relief-works. During the last week the number has risen to 254,996. Observ- . : 
ing this fact, Government has passed a strange resolution. Governmentbelieves 
that the steady increase of work-people at the relief-works is a result of the oe 
oS labourers finding either plentiful wages, or light work, or a lax supervision at - a 
ny these relief-works. ‘The resolution in question further informs the public, that ee 
Gee the object of Government in opening these works, is. simply toenable thosewho . 2 * 
| * are able to work but cannot get food, to earn it by theirdabour, ‘and not to pro- 
vide them with comforts or with the means ot making savings. Government, 
- therefore, expects to exact a fair return for the wages it gives to these work- es 
people. Government will feed gratis only those who are really unable to per- = | 
form any work at all. When-an impartial observer reads this resolution of ~ 
: Government, he unavoidably suspects that the steady increase of thé number 
of the labourers at the relief-works has frightened Government withthe prospects . coe 
of a large expenditure for maintaining these works till the next rains. Properly : ae 
speaking, it 18 the duty of Government to save its subjects from starvation in. ge 
such a crisis; and this duty was recognized by the Government of Lord North- *: : 
brook, which spent the enormous sum of 6,00,00,000 of rupees in 1873-74 -and - Se 
successfully warded off the extensive Bengal famine. If Government is not to Ce 
‘ ‘spend its money on such occasions, when it is to spend it? The belief of Gov- a 
ernment, that because the number of labourers increases at the relief-works from ae 
: | “week to week the rate of wages must be unduly liberal, or the labour exacted ~ oe 
| oa from them light, appears to the writer in the Native Oprnion altogether ground- — He 
Atal less. The belief seems to have been suggested by fears inspired by the prospect et ee 
“* of a large expenditure, The rates of wages at the-relief-works are extremely 
low, much lower than they have been in better times when corn was twice or 
i | a thrice as cheap as it is now. The wages are hardly enough to provide the 
, labourer himself with mere necessaries. It is extremely strange to find Govern- 
| ment, which professes to, feel for the welfare of its subjects, seriously talking of 
| - plentiful wages and of comforts, witli thése low rates of wages and the famine =~ = ~ = 
— prices of provisions! There must be thousands among the labourers working = = -. 7 
on these relief-works, who feel shame to work like common coolies and*’whom a. | , oe 
dire necessity only obliges to resort to these places of earning their livelihood. — 
: - The real cause of increasing numbers at the relief-works, is to be fuund not in Bc pega 
. _ the‘imaginary plenty of wages, or comfort, or lax superintendence, but in the == 
. poverty of the masses. « oats . woe ee ae 
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catia He eae of the Kalpataru (16) of the 24th December, after notices" * 
_ «ing the establishment of the Central Relief Committee at Bijipir for the benefit ~~ = 
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to a little extent, the miseries of the famine-stricken re of the Dec- 
ouse’s Govern- 


, the more serious form which the famine in the Deccan and in the Madras Presi- _. 
>.) dency is assuming, and the frequent recurrence .of these calamities in recent — 
years in one or other part of India, render it urgent that the Government of 
India should, in order to avoid an incre se in the taxes or the public debt, to 

_ meet and relieve such visitations in future years, adopt some precautionary 
measures. The Rdst Goftdr then: gratefully acknowledges the gift of the sum 
of rupees two thousand, in addition to the sum of three thousand previous 
paid, by the Nawab of Jundgarh ; the sum of rupees two thousand paid by the 
Raja of Dhar ; the great exertions of good Mrs. Grant and of noble Lady Staveley 
in the relief of the famine-stricken people. It also observes that all the famine- 
stricken people are not employed on relief-works. Numbers of them have de- 
serted their homes, and, accompanied’ by their families and their cattle, gone in 
the direction of the Berars and Indore. It is said that the wages given to 
labourers on the relief-works are not sufficient, and no grass is to be had where 
the relief-works are going on; and, consequently, many people were oblige 
to take the road to the Berars and Indore. The Rdst Goftdr regrets that the 

.. Supreme Government has refused to sanction the congtruction of a railway line. 

| between Dhond and Manméd, the necessity of which work is at this time 

greatly felt. Itis also much concerned to learn that His Excellency the Viceroy 

entertains fears that the building of the ratlway between Ahmedabad and 

Ajmere, which is so much approved of on all sides and which is also much 
needed at this timé, will have to be deferred for the present, on account of the 

| eat expenditure the Government will have to make in connection with the 

_ famine. Every subject of the British Indian Empire blesses the Government of 

ie India for its great anxiety not to allow, as far as it can, a single person of the 
famine-stricken districts to die of starvation. A similar anxiety was exhibited 

a by Government in the late Bengal famine, aud it expeditiously commenced 

a numerous relief-works. The Rdst Goftdr cannot understand why similar expe- 
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ditiousness.is not adopted in regard to the famine in this presidency. 
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cS The Guserat Mitra (39) of the 24th December ‘considers that. the ‘mont ly” " 


salary of rupees two hundred, received by Mr. Heyne, the Inspector of Sani 
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offered the choice of purchasing them at 99 years’ lease, and are told that if 
they do not buy that land, the same will be sold by public’ auction. Many 

house-owners are absent at other places ; many are too poor to. make the pur- 

chase ; and many have moetgaied their houses. In the case ofthese persons 

particularly, the compulsion is very tyrannical. The attention of the authori- 
ties concerned is requested to this matter. ee ae 


The Broach Wartamén (55) of the 26th December requests the Mun ici 
of Broach to put a wall, or a rail, or, if it cannot do so, to tie ropes, on Ho 


* 


sides of the new road built through the Sunerimehel, to prevent accidents, 


- 


Native States. 4 


A correspondent of the Shubha Suchak (14) of the 22nd December, but re- 
ceived on the 24th, writing from Jamkhandi, states that this part of the country 
has been suffering very severely for the last two years from scanty rains, This 
year the distress has increased considerably, There is neither food for man, — 
nor fodder for beasts, nor water for either. Men are known to have deserted 
their children. Cattle have died by hundreds from starvation. Many more, 
being deserted by their owners, are seen wandering in the jungle. Mr. Narayan 

 Bhikéji, the kérbhdri of the State, representing this state to the chief; has 
obtained his sanction for making a provision for the preservation of the deserted 
cattle at the expense of the State. Five hundred cattle have been already 
collected, and more are being boughtin. Circulars also have been issued call- 
ing poor owners of cattle who are not able to feed them, to send the same to 
Jamkhandi. The kaérbhdri hus also opened relief-works for the benefit of th > 
distressed ryots. The writer thinks that the ryots of the Jamkhandi State will 
ead dhicagh the present crisis by the good and humane efforts of the 
rbhari. “ 2 | 


follow the occup g cattle. He | Tece 
daughter aged six years besides other relations. The deceased: leit son 
perty, and the guardian of the young girl took possession of it for the beg 
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